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THe general appropriation bill approved 
Feb. 19 makes provision in detail for the Li- 
brary of Congress and creates a specific divi- 
sion to be known as the Copyright Department. 
This subdivision of the work of the Library of 
Congress is in every respect desirable and 
should give opportunity for the effective reor- 
ganization of the copyright bureau. It is to be 
hoped that it will be practicable for the library 
authorities to consider plans by which the copy- 
right office, without increase of its expenses, 
and indeed with some possibility of increased 
income, should be of auxiliary benefit to the 
libraries of the country. The copyright fees 
are 50 cents for entry and an additional 50 
cents for a certificate of entry, and it is usual 
to enclose the full dollar instead of the half- 
dollar for the sake of getting such record. 
Why might not this record be printed in proper 
bibliographical shape on a standard card and 
be delivered in this shape to the copyright 
owner, while serving the additional purpose of 
a card catalog for the Library of Congress and 
permitting the sale of duplicates to the libraries 
throughout the country? Such a plan would 
not cover the full field of the printed catalog 
card now managed by the Publishing Section 
of the A. L. A., because it would not include 
imported books, but in other respects the field 
would be much widened and there would be 
many advantages in the plan. 


Wui te librarians have been doing their 
** level best’ to stem the flood of the reading of 
fiction, particularly of the yellow-covered varie- 
ty, and lead readers of trash into really helpful 
use of reading-time, their newspaper reading- 
rooms, by grace of ‘‘the new journalism,” 
have been opposing, and more than counteract- 
ing, all their missionary efforts. This literature 
has taken in New York the curious local name 
of ‘‘ yellow kid” literature, because an extraor- 
dinary caricature of a vulgar small boy dressed 
in ‘‘yaller” has been the rival hero of the 
two New York dailies which indulge most in 
**flash” sensationalism. It is gratifying that 
the expression of the better public opinion re- 
garding this class of journals has been voiced 
by the library profession. The Newark Free 


Public Library took the step of excluding the 
two most notorious journals of this class from 
its reading-room, and suddenly it occurred to 
a number of librarians and library boards that 
this was what ought to have been done long 
ago. Several libraries have already fallen into 
‘line in following Mr. Hill's example, and while 
for the moment the result may be to advertise 
‘*the new journalism’’— although no adver- 
tising can be so luridly pervasive as its own — 
the rebuke will doubtless have its effect. This 
movement is new evidence of the vital and 
far-reaching relations of the modern library 
spirit with modern life. 


THE removal from the shelves of the Alle- 
gheny Carnegie Library of a considerable num- 
ber of works of second-rate fiction has awak- 
ened the usual amount of press comment and 
criticism. Mr. Stevenson, however, is well 
able to hold his own against his critics, and his 
reasons, which are printed elsewhere, are in- 
teresting and suggestive. In the Allegheny 
Index expurgatorius” there are, nevertheless, 
some names to which even librarians may be 
tempted to offer an exception—notably E. P. 
Roe and ** Marion Harland.” It may be ques- 
tioned if either of these writers ever produced 
anything that can be called literature, nor are 
their works of interest to persons of intellectual 
perception ; but they are not hurtful — indeed 
their aggressive morality is one of their most 
disagreeable characteristics. Both also occupy 
a warm corner in the hearts of a multitude of 
readers, who have found in them a common- 
place and harmless contentment, while among 
the writers whose works remain unbanned are 
a number whose influence must be conceded 
to be more directly towards sensationalism and 
false perspective. Indeed, in glancing over 
the fiction supplement of the Allegheny library, 
the question arises whether the old-fash!oned 
trashy novel, with its sentimentality, didacti- 
cism, and high-flown language, is a sharmful in 
its influence as the latter-day school of ‘‘ slum 
stories” and ‘‘ keynote” fiction. There is no 
question of the literary skill and excellence of 
construction of many of these later books, and 
they may not be hurtful to the well-balanced 
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and mature mind ; but for the average youth or 
young girl it seems fair to say that the tritest 
platitudes of ‘‘poor old Roe,” to quote Miss 
Garland’s witty defence, or the most tearful 
sentimentalities of Mrs. Holmes, are preferable 
to the imbruted vulgarity of ‘‘ Maggie, a girl 
of the streets,” the perverted hysteria of ‘‘A 
superfluous woman,” or the morbid unpleasant- 
ness of ‘‘ Celibates.” 


ALMosT from the beginning of the A. L. A. 
in 1876 librarians have wished some better 
guide to the selection of fiction than the aver- 
age book review. The plan for the establish- 
ment of such a guide devised by the Massa- 
chusetts Library Club, under which a committee 
of the club read the principal novels of the 
year and published a monthly ‘‘ List of select 
fiction,” has met with general approva! from 
those who have made use of it. This would 
seem to show that such a list can be prepared 
with reasonable promptness, and that the de- 
cision of the selecting committee will be gener- 
ally accepted. It is thought that the list can 
be ultimately made self-supporting through 
subscriptions, but for the present the work is 
beyond the unaided resources of the Massa- 
chusetts Library Club. Various methods of 
continuation have been suggested with which 
readers of the JoURNAL are familiar. The club, 
after a careful survey of the situation, has 
decided that the work of preparation had best 
be kept in its own hands. A widely separated 
corps of readers would lead to unavoidable 
delays and would make impossible one of the 
most useful features of the work, namely, the 
monthly meeting of readers when the books 
are informally discussed, thus maintaining a 
general interest that is impossible in solitary 
work and enabling the committee to keep to a 
more uniform standard. The club now asks for 
subscriptions from other associations, and its 
appeal is givenelsewhere. Doubtless the sum 
necessary — $150 to $200— could be secured 
from a few individuals, but it is thought prefer- 
able that a work of general usefulness should 
have a more general support, while the fact that 
an association contributes to the work is an ad- 
vertisement of that work to all its members. 
It is to be hoped that all who are interested in 
the work will see that the state or local associa- 
tion of which they may be members gives its 
support to the project. 


Communications. 


THE QUESTION OF INDEXES. 


Tus Co-operation Committee of the A. L.A., 
has under consideration the possibility of secur- 
ing the preparation of indexes to books which 
especially need good indexes, but have been 
published with a poor index or with none. I 
shall be glad to receive suggestions based on 
experience — but not necessarily in the lan- 
guage immediately resulting from such ex- 
perience — as to books which most need this 
attention. 


Wma. H. TILuincHaAst, Chairman. 


INFORMATION AS TO MUSIC LIBRARIES 
WANTED. 


I AM anxious to make a complete list of libra- 
ries containing music, either for reference or 
circulation. Librarians of all such libraries 
who have not recently received a letter of in- 
quiry regarding their music department from 
the New York State Library, would confer a 
favor by writing tome. Mary S. CUTLER. 

New York Strate Liprary, 

March s, 1897. 
OPINIONS WANTED ON THE BROWNE 
CHARGING SYSTEM. 


WILL those libraries which have adopted the 
charging system described in LiBRARY JouR- 
NAL, May, 1895, please send word to that effect 
and whether satisfactory or otherwise, to 

NINA E, BROWNE. 
Boston ATHEN#UM, 
Boston, Mass. 
REINCORPORATION OF THE A. L.A. 


For one, I am opposed to the proposition to 
make the A. L. A. over into a government- 
supported institution, and an attachment to 
the Smithsonian Institution, with its Proceed- 
ings issued from the Government Printing 
Office, like those of the American Historical 
Association. The latter association considers 
itself fortunate when its Proceedings appear 
from that cave of gloom two years after the 
annual meeting therein reported. The A. L.A. 
is quite familiar with the experience of waiting 
six and eight months for its Conference num- 
ber of the LipraRY JOURNAL—through no 
fault, of course, of your staff, and of course 
through no fault of the unsalaried and other- 
wise busy recorder; but I submit that to treble 
or quadruple that hiatus would be more than 
the most patient among us could bear. The 
saving of expense, in the publication of our 
Conference proceedings, would be a small 
matter; a far more acceptable reform would be 
the expenditure of enough additional money 
to engage a professional editor to rush the 
Conference number to press, and give the re- 
sult to us not later than three weeks after the 
close of the post-conference tour. This is an 
entirely practicable reform, which should sure- 
ly be adopted at the Philadelphia Conference 
this year. MACKINAG, 
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THE TRIALS OF THE LIBRARIAN, * 


By CAROLINE H. GARLAND, Dover (N. H.) Public Library. 


WELL brought up people do not usually dis- 
cuss family trials and grievances outside the 
immediate domestic circle. This privilege is 
generally reserved for the sanctity of the home 


and for the helplessness of the ear that cannot 


get away. Barrie makes Barbara say to the 
little minister, ‘‘ It must be fine to be able to 
speak for a whole hour to people who can 
neither answer back nor go away.” 


keener fairness of intention than a correct per- 
ception of what actually constitutes a trial. 
There are some excellent persons who, by 
very reason of their excellence and because 
of the intensity of their goodness and ardent 
aspirations, sigh because they have not more 
hands and feet to work with and that there 


| are not more hours in a day; while others re- 


But while | 


sometimes persons who can neither answer | 


back nor go away are chosen as an audience 
when one elects to pour out the woes that 
afflict him to-day, the worries that annoyed him 
yesterday, and the troubles he expects to have 


to-morrow, more o!ten it is, as to-day, persons | 
| things which present themselves, often need- 


in whom one counts on a sympathetic ear — 


who are rasped by the same causes, who are | 


balked in the same aims, who ache in the 
same place. 

That there must be great good experienced 
in the consideration of afflictions is proba- 
ble, since so many excellent people do it. 
Surely a practice so widely supported should 
not be neglected by persons desiring to experi- 
ence all the good things of life. Yet for us 
the opportunity does not often present itself. 
In the sacred and dignified counsels of the A. 
L. A., where not only brethren but strangers 
meet, it would be rank heresy to introduce so 
strictly a personal subject. But here, among 
this gathering of more nearly related people, 
just as New Englanders, the family, so to 
speak, one may be allowed to admit, indeed 
even to assert, with boldness and hardihood, 
that the path of the librarian is not at all times 
bestrewn with roses, but that there are in it 
very distinct and tangible trials. 

There will be at the outset a difference of 
opinion as to the nature of trials. No two per- 
sons, however experienced in the detection of 
uncomfortable things, will exactly agree as to 
the reason of their discomfort. There is noth- 
ing else which demands nicer judgment and 


* Paper read at joint meeting of Connecticut Library 
Association with New England Library Associations, 
Hartford, Ct., Feb. 3, 1897. 


gret that they are not in positions of wider 
range, forgetting that the extension of one's 
horizon usually means simply the seeing of 
more, not different things, and thatthe country 
beyond is often very like the country near. So 
itis not limitations of that kind that have a 
place in any recital of woes, but rather those 


lessly, to the experience of the well-meaning 
librarian, giving him annoyance, and demand- 
ing a consideration which seems out of propor- 
tion to their magnitude. 

One affliction of this kind—and one which 
we have probably all met with and suffered 
from —is that whenever well-meaning friends 
wish to do the nice thing by their librarian 
they call him a walking encyclopedia. It is 
fortunate for whoever invented this phrase 
that his name is lost in obscurity. But ob- 
livion is really much too kind a fate for him. 
Something in boiling oil would be more to his 
deserts. The phrase itself is an abomination to 
the ear and a terror to the imagination, but 
once applied, possesses a frightful tenacity of 
adhesiveness, which protests only serve to in- 
crease. The librarian may be by nature of 
light-hearted disposition, possibly with a ten- 
dency to joke. He loves his neighbor, and 
probably does the very things which draw this 
stigma upon him out of an abounding desire to 
do his whole duty by his fellow-man. But 
after the evil hour when some one in mistaken 
gratitude applies to him this monstrous appel- 
lation, life ischanged. Thereafter his neigh- 
bors set him on a different level from them- 
selves. They regard any small error on his 
part with pained astonishment. They bring 
their visitors from out of town to see him, and 
they brag a little on him right before him. 
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They look askance at his light-heartedness and 
regard his jokes with suspicion; when they 
meet him on the street they hesitate to make 
nice every-day remarks about the weather, but 
cast about in their minds to recall the latest 
scientific work of which they have read the 
title, to ask him if it is in the library yet. And 
they simply will not let him go right along, 
doing his duty simply and straightforwardly to 
the best of his ability, asking only a fair field 
and no favors. This, I think, is a genuine 
trial. 

Another difficulty is that you may lead a 
horse to water but you cannot make him 
drink. This truth has been long established. 
Yet many a sanguine reformer, on large or 
small scale, regulates his conduct of life on the 
basis that all one has to do to insure the 
desired result is to show the duty that needs 
to be done to the person that should do it. A 
perennial surprise awaits this sanguine person, 
be he librarian, teacher, minister, or whatever. 
He sees again and again, in the language of 
the day, a failure to connect. This shock is 
not easy to rally from. He feels so sure of his 
own good intentions, so certain of the excel- 
lence of the end toward which he has worked, 
so positive that if the other man would but do 
what was expected of him, all would be well; 
and yet —the horse will not drink. If his hope- 
fulness be only a surface thing, well enough 
as far asit goes, but not going very far or deep, 
the person who deliberately adopts as his call- 
ing leading horses to drink, or something so 
like it that it is not necessary to specify the 
difference, will recognize his limitation of 
capacity and consider that his responsibility 
ends there and then. But it is not the person 
who only recognizes things as they are, or 
the person who only looks forward to things 
as they should be, who has the true range of 
vision. It is the one who does toth; and it is 
the person who, recognizing the fact that one 
cannot be made to do yet may be induced to 
want to do, that is best fitted to deal with his 
fellow-creatures. 

This recognition of inability to compel leads 
the librarian then to a study of attraction, or 
perhaps more correctly, attractiveness. There 
isa mistaken notion that this quality is a gift of 
nature. This is no more true than that truth- 
fulness or any other virtue is a gift of nature. 
It is true that nature may help or hinder, Un- 


doubtedly some children, being courageous 
and straightforward by nature, find it more 
easy to tell the truth than others more timid. 
In like manner nature grants certain surface 
gifts to some people which make attractiveness 
more easy than to others, but the underlying 
principles of both virtues are acquired, are 
grown, are developed from a force within, and 
are equally a duty. 

The wisdom of stimulating desire rather than 
relying on capacity becomes evident when one 
considers the deadly inertness of the mass 
which a librarian tries to reach. The tragic 
end resulting from a conflict of enthusiasm 
with this inertness is thus described by Kip- 
ling, and though he is speaking of the mis- 
sionary in India it may not be amiss for the 
missionary in New England to hearken: 

“It is not good for the Christian's health to hustle the 
Aryan brown, 

For the Christian riles, and the Aryan smiles, and it 
weareth the Christian down; 

And the end of the fight is a tombstone white, with the 
name of the late deceased, 

And the epitaph drear, A fool lies here, who tries to 
hustle the East." 

Another thing that often seems a trial is the 
impossibility of considering the public as a 
psychological whole. Humanity may not by 
us be regarded as an ocean, but rather as a 
pebbly shore, the coast-line of which may be 
studied in trend, but every atom of which has 
an invincible individuality. The standpoint of 
the public school is different. They are doing 
much there in the way of studying child as a 
whole. It is somewhat the fashion among 
smart writers to hold these efforts up to deri- 
sion, and it must be confessed that many of the 
psychological terms lend themselves easily to 
purposes of ridicule on the part of flippant 
newspaper writers. But whether these jibes 
have or have not a basis of truth, it is a fact 
that teachers deal with youthful humanity in 
the bulk as librarians never can do. The 
teacher takes his apportionment of young life, 
already fitted up to a certain point, adds to it 
his own stint, and passes the group on to the 
next higher grade. The librarian is the teacher 
of an ungraded school — every person is indi- 
vidual, differentiated from any other person 
noi only by acquirement, but by temperament 
and desire. 

This would be an almost intolerable trial 
were it not that along this line lie also some of 
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the most-to-be desired opportunities. When 
Clark University was opened, a few yearsago, 
there were 900 applicants for membership. 
Only 60 were received. This was partly be- 
cause the requirements were high, but princi- 
pally because it was not thought that more 
than this number could come into that personal 
contact with the instructors that was deemed 
the most to be desired in this work. A short 


time ago Princeton University called within its 


borders delegates from all the great institutions 


of learning in this and other countries and for | 
a week devoted itself to masterly intellectual | 


work. The interest of the week culminated in 


the sermon preached by the president of the | 


university. He chose for his subject ‘‘ Char- 
acter-building.” 


But there is another set of afflictions which 
we have always with us. They lie down with 
us at night and alas! rise up with us in the 
morning. They lodge and abide with us. 
They com not from without, but are born 
within. When I wasalittle girl and was taken 
regularly tothe Friday evening prayer-meeting, 
I remember often joining in one sing-song-cy 
verse, the truth of which has in later years 
been made clear by sorrowful experience. It 
runs thus: 


** But of all the foes we mect,} 
None so oft mislead our feet, 
None betray us into sin 
Like the foes we have within.” 


Eugene Field makes known his conscious- 


| ness of the same idea and remotely suggests its 


Now nowhere in the world is the opportunity | 


more open for the two things emphasized by 


these great institutions, character-building and | 
personal contact, than in the daily life of the | 


librarian in the moderate-sized New England 
town. This is not a new or original idea, but 
it will bear emphasizing, and will prove useful 
in the hours not unknown to many of us when 
we long for the supporting sense of a great 
thought. 

Beside the difficulties that arise from one's 


dealings with the public there are others that | 
come from the relations he sustains to those | 


over him and to those under him in authority. | 


But of the relations of the librarian and trus- | 


tees enough has been already said in the meet- 
ings of the A. L. A. The trials that one may 
have with his assistants, however, opens a 
wide and fruitful field. When I undertook this 
paper, this was the side of the subject that ap- 
pealed to me; but a little honest reflection con- 
vinced me that in all probability the trials a 
librarian may have with his assistants were as 
moonlight unto sunlight and as water unto 
wine compared with the trials an assistant may 
have with her librarian. So until an assistant 
shall have a chance to speak for her side I 
have decided not to speak for mine, but to omit 
that branch of the subject altogether. 

All the tribulations thus far enumerated have 
their origin in things outside and cannot them- 
selves be set aside or entirely removed, though 
they may sometimes be altered or even made 
use of by that person who has learned to 


“* Grasp the skirts of happy chance, 
And breast the blows of circumstance."’ 


remedy in his small boy who has been “‘ seeing 

fings at night,” 

*“ But when I hear the naughty boys that tempt me into 
sin, 

I try to sqush the tempter’s voice that urges me within.” 

The troubles that come to a librarian for 
which he himself is responsible, though often 
unconsciously, usually arise from inadequate 
physical health, insufficient mental equipment, 
ortemper. Health comes first, because with- 
out doubt the fault oftenest lies there. The 
head of a library, whether of a large library, 
where many different departments must be 
made to fit into one another and make one 
smoothly running whole, or of a smal! library, 
where the work becomes not only overseeing 
but actually doing, should keep himself in ex- 
cellent physical condition. 

The mental scientists have one good phrase. 
They say one should be not merely negatively 
but positively Perhaps some persons will 
think that the impersonal pronoun should here 
be changed, and one should say instead of the 
librarian he, the librarian she should look out 
for her health. There has long been conceded 
to women-the weaker placein health. Howells 
in one of his books —I quote from memory — 
makes two of his characters discuss the chang- 
ing relations of men and womenin the business 
world ; one speaks of the advance of woman in 
all lines of professional life, and of her positive 
superiority to men in certain lines of work. 

** Yes,” asserts the other, thoughtfully. ‘I 
don't know what would become of us men if 
women just didn’t have nervous headaches.” 

Now there is just enough truth in this to 
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make it sting alittle, but I have often wondered 
whether in the line of library work the matter 
were not more nearly even than we generally 
think. In looking over a group of library peo- 
ple I think an unbiassed person will find as 
many clear eyes, erect shoulders, and elastic 
footsteps among the women as among the men, 
and in my own experience the amount of time 
lost from not feeling well is as large among my 
masculine as among the feminine helpers, with- 
out counting infootball. But disregarding the 
man or woman side, the subject of health is a 
most practical one to consider, for fully two- 
thirds of the things which are almost intolera- 
ble trials if/one is partly ill do not ruffle one in 
the least if he is well. The first thing then to 
do to avoid needless trials is toachieve person- 
al health, and this is possible if one remembers 
that the laws of health are like the laws of the 
jungle,— 
“many and mighty are they, 
But the head and the hoof of the law and the haunch and 
the hump is, — obey !"’ 

From the physical to the mental is but a 
step, and allied to the evils that arise from an 
insufficiently nourished physical system are the 
difficulties based on inadequate mental action. 
In youth, when new sensations and emotions 
are chasing one another into his experience, 
one supposes that he is a mysterious and 
unique creation, probably unlike any other on 
the face of the earth; but that larger observa- 
tion which may or may not come with a few 
years more of life will convince him that his 
mental nature is not more different from that of 
his neighbor than is his physical. He even 
learns tosee that thereare many ways in which 
the mental nature resembles the physical. It 
must be fed with the things which are at once 
nutritious and congenial. It must be trained to 
habitual correctness of attitude and carriage, 
and, especially, it must be used. Now few 
people will accuse librarians of having inactive 
minds; the very nature of their calling insures 
the reverse. But activity within the range of 
work is the outgrowth of necessity. That only 
is of value personally which is acquired in and 
of itself for the pleasure of the exercise. These 
two conditions are as dissimilar as the sluggish 
current of a canal, which makes useful all its 
force, and the singing fall of the full stream, 
which gives and to spare. 

With the physical and the mental in good 


order, there is yet another thing to be looked 
out for. Drummond says that the peculiarity 
of ill-temper is that it is the vice of the virtu- 
ous. Years ago, when I received my appoint- 
ment as librarian, one of my friends said: 
** Now that’s all very well, but don’t get cross.” 
‘*Why should I get cross?” I asked. ‘‘Oh, I 
don’t know,” she said; ‘‘ but they always do— 
librarians and cooks. I suppose it’s because 
they have to get things just so.” 

Undoubtedly the habit of accuracy makes 
larger demands upon the temper than a form 
of life in which small errors may be tolerated, 
but on the other hand there are attending it 
larger compensations, It remains for the in- 
dividual to learn to apply the balm of the com- 
pensation to the irritation rubbed up by con- 
stant effort. It is not probable that at the 
present time the public so often suffer from the 
effects of this irritation as does the person him- 
self. Itis part of library ethics now that un- 
varying courtesy shall prevail during business 
hours. Librarians themselves recognize that 
anything else is distinctly bad form. This 
restraint sometimes makes a person take out 
on himself what perhaps might be a relief to 
take out on other people, because he makes the 
mistake of curbing his ill-temper instead of 
eliminating it. Self-repression is better than 
nothing, but it is a far cry from that to self- 
control. It has never seemed to me that our 
thought was shielded from the knowledge of 
our fellow-men in order that safely and secretly 
one might indulge in reflections of impurity, 
or harshness, or severity, but rather that the 
processes of growth might be carried on in 
that stillness and quiet and freedom from in- 
terruption which Nature demands for her work. 
The development of sweetening qualities within 
one in no way interferes with that sturdy con- 
demnation of wrong which is naturally associ- 
ated with strength of moral character, nor does 
it militate against a healthy intolerance of poor- 
ly-done work ; but their growth crowds away 
the elements that make up ill-temper just as the 
swelling bulb parts the earth from over itself. 

For the cure, then, or at least the alleviation 
of trials, one will not try so much to control his 
circumstances as to control himself under cir- 
cumstances. As a help toward this he will 
demand of himself health of body, activity of 
mind, sweetness of spirit. Is thismuch? Who 
wants less? 
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Tue exclusion of certain authors from the 
shelves of the Carnegie Free Library, Alle- 
gheny, Pa., has started the old fiction contro- 
versy afresh. For over a year the books of 
certain popular authors had been worn out but 
the people kept asking for them constantly. 

When the supplement to the fiction list was 
issued last January it was thought advisable to 
print a list of authors whose works were worn 
out and which would not be replaced and to 
add some annotations by a reviewer for the 
New York Nation (taken from the ‘‘List of books 
for girls and women,” by Augusta H. Leypoldt 
and George Iles), in order that the public might 
see how these authors are estimated by a com- 
petent critic and not think that the librarian 
was acting arbitrarily in the matter. 

The local press pretty generally condemned 
the action and took particular offence at the 
shattering of that popular idol, Rev. E. P. Roe. 
But teachers and others concerned in the right 
training of the young commended the librari- 
an’s action, as was to be expected. 

The list includes the novels of Horatio Alger, 
Jr., Mrs. C. M. Braeme (‘‘ Bertha M. Clay”), 
Martha Finley (Elsie books), May Agnes Flem- 
ing, C. A. Fosdick (‘‘ Harry Castlemon”), A. C. 
Gunter, Mary Jane Holmes, E: P. Roe, Mrs. E. 


WEEDING OUT FICTION IN THE CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY OF ALLE- 
GHENY, PA. 


By W: M, STEVENSON, /ifrarian. 


D. E. (N.) Southworth, Mrs. M. V.(H.) Ter- | 


hune (‘‘ Marion Harland”’) (in part), and Mrs. 
Augusta J. Evans Wilson. The reasons as- 
signed for withdrawing these books are: First, 
their low rank in the literary scale ; they are not 


immoral, but they are not literature. Sec- | 


ondly, the books are made of such poor pa- | 


per, so badly bound, and so high in price in 


proportion to their value as reading, that the | 


library's funds are utterly inadequate to supply 
the demand forthem. Thirdly, the theory ad- 
vanced by librarians of standing, that readers 
to whom books of this grade are supplied will 
gradually rise to something better, has proved 
in the six years’ experience of this library abso- 


school principals have complained that many 
of their pupils were reading books of this grade 
to the gross neglect of their school studies. 

The question may be properly asked, why 
some authors have been excluded and others 
of no greater merit retained ? Why retain ‘* Op- 
tic” and exclude Alger? Why retain the 
Duchess” and exclude Mary Jane Holmes? 
The answer is that it is very difficultto draw 
the line between the fiction writers of the lower 
grade and that a number of authors whoought 
to be excluded have been retained simply be- 
cause their books are made of a little better 
paper than that of the excluded books, As 
soon as these are worn out they will also be 
added to the “‘ black list.” 

Readers of the LipRARY JOURNAL mav ask 
further the pertinent question, why the libra- 
rian of this library placed these books on the 
shelves in the first place? The answer is that 
after an experience of ten years as teacher he 
was satisfied that the only way to inculcate a 
fondness for good literature in the young is to 
give them nothing but good literature to read. 
But having had no library experience prior to 
his present appointment seven years ago, he 
was willing to defer to the opinion of such 
eminent librarians as the late Dr. Poole and F. 
B. Perkins. Dr. Poole says in his article on 
the ‘‘ Organization and management of public 
libraries" (‘‘ Public libraries of the United 
States,” page 476): ‘‘ One of the primary objects 
of a public library is to furnish reading for all 
classes in the community, and reading which 
shall be adapted to their various capacities. 
The masses of the public have very little of 
literary culture, and it is the purpose of a 
public library to develop it by creating in them 
a habit of reading. As a rule people read 


| books of a higher intellectual and moral stand- 


ard than their own, and hence are benefited by 
reading. As their tastes improve they read 


| better books. Books which are not adapted to 


lutely false. To the young, who have no per- | 
| To meet, therefore, the varied wants of read- 


sonal literary guides, itis particularly an in- 
justice for the public library to put it in their 
power to acquire thus early in life a vitiated 
taste in their reading, a fault which long years 
of study may not suffice to correct. Fourthly, 


their intellectual capacity they will not read. 


| ers there rnust be on the shelves of the library 


books which persons of culture never read, 
although it is quite probable they did read 
such books in some stage of their mental 
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development. Judged from a critical stand- 
point, such books are feeble, rudimentary, and 
perhaps sensational; but they are higher in 
the scale of literary merit than the tastes of 
the people who seek them, and, like primers 
and first readers in the public schools, they 
fortunately lead to something better.” Mr. F. 
B. Perkins, in the same volume, in his article 
on ‘‘How to make town libraries successful 
(p. 420), says: ‘‘ The first mistake likely to be 
made in establishing a public library is choos- 
ing books of too thoughtful or solid a char- 
acter. It is vain to go on the principle of col- 
lecting books that people ought to read, and 
afterwards trying to coax them to read them. 
The only practical method is to begin by sup- 
plying books that people want to read, and 
afterwards to do whatever shall be found possi- 
ble to elevate their reading tastes and habits.” 

As Dr. Poole was librarian of the Chicago 
Public Library when he wrote the article, and 
as that institution contained nearly all the 
books recently withdrawn from this library, it 
is reasonable to infer that they came under the 
class described above as “‘ feeble, rudimentary, 
and perhaps sentimental, which fortunately 
lead to something better.” And as the Boston 
Public Library contains the works of Holmes, 
Roe, Southworth, etc. (see ‘‘ Catalogue of Eng- 
lish prose fiction,” 1885), it is also fair to assume 
that books of this kind had Mr. Perkins’s ap- 
proval as the ‘‘books that people want to 
read.” Members of the A. L. A. will remember 
Dr. Poole’s witty remarks at the Chicago con- 
ference in 1893 when the subject of ‘‘ Weeding 
out public libraries” was discussed, and how 
vigorously he opposed any such policy, He 
was evidently very democratic in his ideas of 
library management, and believed in the pub- 
lic taking care of itself in the matter of choos- 
ing its reading. 

It may be added that at the opening of this 
library the books recently withdrawn were not 
on the original list of fiction selected by the 
librarian. He had followed closely the excel- 
lent list of Miss H. P. James, of the Osterhout 
Free Library, but the popular clamor for the 
old-time favorites was too strong to be with- 
stood. A school library in this city and a 
proprietary library in Pittsburg had been sup- 
plying such books for many years and the pub- 
lic taste could not be easily changed. More- 
over, members of the board of trustees said, 
**Above all things make the library popular.” 

Now, what has been the result? The theory 


of improved taste in reading has proved utter- 
ly false. The percentage of adult fiction has 
been rising steadily since the library opened, 
and that, too, in the face of the fact that the 
fiction supply has been greatly curtailed. Here 
are the figures for the six years: in 1891-1892 
adult fiction, 56%; in 1892-1893, 60%; in 1893- 
1894, 63%; in 1894-1895, 67%; in 1895-1896, 
67% plus; in 1896-1897 (11 months) 68 #. 

On the other hand, the juvenile fiction has 
steadily declined, as follows: 33%, 30%, 26%, 
21%, 19%, and 17% for the eleven months of 
1896-1897 just passed. This may be a hopeful 
sign if it means that the young are reading less 
fiction and more of other classes. Unfortunate- 
ly no statistics have been kept of che percent- 
age of juvenile reading in the non-fiction 
classes, but the well-worn appearance of the 
books indicates a decided increase in use. Com- 
bining the adult and juvenile fiction the per- 
centages for the six years are as follows: 89, 90, 
89, 88, 86, 84. These figures seem to indicate a 
slight improvement, but it is to be strongly 
suspected that the decline in the juvenile per- 
centage means simply that as the juvenile 
supply of fiction was reduced the young have 
taken to the so-called adult fiction. The 
desk attendants have frequently reported that 
very young girls were reading nothing but 
Clay, Fleming, and Southworth. A prominent 
educator asked me recently if I knew of any 
way by which his daughter could be induced to 
read something else than story-books. I re- 
plied that that was the question that baffled 
librarians as well as parents. It was discovercd 
here that boys in the public schools were run- 
ning racesin the reading of Alger and ‘* Optic,” 
one boy averaging a volume a day for several 
weeks. 

Now that the supply of boys’ books is made 
up chiefly of the writings of Henty, Fenn, Mun- 
roe, and the like, these books are almost as pop- 
ular with the boys as ever the Alger or *‘ Optic ” 
books were. It is evident that as long as the 
vulgarizing books for the young are within their 
reach, they will prefer them to those which en- 
noble. There is still a good deal of the bar- 
barian in the average boy, and the novel of 
blood and destruction is just what he takes to 
naturally, It is this barbarian element in the 
young which is the basis of strength of char- 
acter, and which when properly trained devel- 
ops some of the most admirable traits. Is 
it not the duty of the public library to supply 
boys with books which will make them wish to 


> 
a 
4 
ry 


March, '97] 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


135 


be honorable citizens rather than cowboys or 
Indian killers? 

The two-book rule has been in force in this 
library for almost a year, and school-cards al- 
lowing 10 volumes of non-fiction books at a 
time have also been in force for over six months, 
but the decline in the fiction percentage as a 
result of that is almost inappreciable. 

In addition to the evidence of statistics I may 
say that I have taken pains to follow the read- 
ing of certain devotees of this kind of literature, 
fiction-fiends, as they might be called, and I 
have never yet discovered a case of improve- 
ment among adult readers. Once the habit is 
formed it seems as difficult to throw off as the 
opium habit. Of course, there are many culti- 
vated people who have read in their youth 
trashy novels, but have they not attained to 
culture, not by virtue of such reading, but in 
spite of it? We hear a good deal about the 
overworked in large cities who need light fic- 
tion, But the most inveterate fiction-readers 
are among the idlest class in the community. 
Again the argument is used that as all classes 
are taxed for library purposes all classes of 
reading ought to be represented. But the fic- 
tion-readers for the most part are not heavy 
taxpayers, and even if they were the propor- 
tion of fiction in most public libraries is much 
larger than that of any other class of books. 

In an article in the LIBRARY JOURNAL (Vv. 20, 
p- 342) on ‘* Fictionin public libraries,” by Mr. 
E. H. Woodruff, this library is represented as 
having (in 1891 —92) the highest percentage (go) 
of fiction in the United States,and this was proba- 
bly not far fromthe truth. It ought tobe said, 
however, in justice to this library, that a good 
many booksare classified as fiction that in other 
libraries are not so classified. Some libraries, 
like the Chicago and Los Angeles public libra 
ries, do not count foreign and magazine fiction 
in the general fiction percentage, and thus 
their figures are really an underestimate. But 
even after making allowance of this kind the 
fiction percentage of this library, it must be ad- 

- mitted, has been too high. It must be borne in 
mind, however, that the reference use has 
been uncommonly large, some years more than 
one-half as much as the uome use. 

The theory that the character of acommunity 
is indicated by the percentage of fiction circu- 
lated from the public library does not seem to be 
well founded, If the character of the communi- 


ty counts for anythi:g the city of Allegheny 


ought to have a low percentage of fiction cir- 
culated. It is the very heart of Presbyterian- 
ism in the United States. It is the seat of a 
time-honored and prosperous university, of 
three theological seminaries, much renowned 
in their respective denominations. It has ex- 
cellent public and private schools, It has had 
a public school library for over 20 years. It is 
largely a residence city, with a large class of 
leisure and wealth. What better conditions 
for cultivating a high standard of reading ! 
Salem is the oldest settlement in Massachu- 
setts, and despite its witchcraft stain, is a town 
of noble traditions in literature and science, 
and yet the percentage of fiction circulated 
from the public library last year was 84.62 per 
cent. and the Boston Public Library prints no 
fiction percentage in its last report, leaving 
one to infer that it is too high to be a credit to 
that institution. Strange to say, some Western 
libraries make a much better showing in this 
regard than the older Eastern libraries. Is it 
not fair toconclude, then, that the percentage of 
fiction circulated in any given community 
will depend mainly onthe quantity and quality 
supplied by the public library ? 

After all the fiction question remains the 
vital question for librarians. If the public li- 
brary is not first and foremost an educational 
institution, it has no rightto exist. If it exists 
for mere entertainment, and a low order of en- 
tertainment at that, it is simply a socialistic in- 
stitution, and Goldwin Smith is right when he 
says, ‘‘ Circulating libraries, maintained at the 
expense of the ratepayer, may fairly rank as 
socialistic, since people have no more right to 
novels than to theatre tickets out of the public 
taxes.” (‘‘Essays on questions of the day,” 
p- 17.) 

It is the fashion nowadays to blame all our 
social ills on democracy. No doubt the same 
causes that have produced democracy and are 
now tending ever more and more to expand it, 
tend also to a constant lowering of the stand- 
ard of reading and with the march of democ- 
racy the fiction percentage in public libraries, 
unless checked, will grow still larger year by 
year. But there is to be seenin many quarters 
a tendency in the opposite direction. The A. 
L. A. catalog, the select and annotated lists of 
many libraries, and reading aids of all kinds 
are doing an excellent work, and many public 
libraries are in fact as well as in name true 
universities of the people. 
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BOOKS OF 1896. —II. 
HISTORY. 


Reviewed by J. N. Larned, Buffalo Library 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Adams, G: B. Growth of the French nation. | 


Flood. $1. 
As a book prepared for the Chautauqua se- 


| he has evidently studied it with no small thor- 
oughness; but the study has not been that of a 
historian, in the true sense, nor is the writing 
that of a work which can abide in the litera- 
; ture of history. Ina way it is interesting, but 
it has the indescribable newspaper tone which 
is fatal to a book. The fanciful illustrations 
help to lower the historical dignity of the work. 


ries, this is necessarily a very condensed sur- | Channing, E., awd Hart, A. B. Guide to the 


vey of French history, mainly to outline the 

political development of the nation; but it is 

competently and well done. 

Andrews, C. M. Historical development of 
modern Europe. v.1,1815-1850. Putnam. 
$2.50. 

The work by Prof. Andrews which this volume 
opens and which a second will finish is, in the 
best sense of the term, a study of history, to 
discover the bearing of events upon one 
another and to find their immediate and their 
final, their separate and their total, effects, as 
well as to detect the antecedent influences con- 
cealed in them. It is fairly open only to the 
criticism of Dr. Levermore in the American 
Historical Review, that it exhibits the political 
rather than the completely “‘ historical ” devel- 
opment of modern Europe, since religious, in- 
dustrial, and literary movements are scarcely 
touched. 

Andrews, E. B: History of the last quarter 
the U. S., 1870-1895. 2v. Scrib- 
ner, $6. 

President Andrews has done much better 
work in this narrative of recent American 
events than in his disappointing two-volume 
general history of the United States. He has 
given us the annals of the last 25 yearsin what 
may be called the very best possible style of 
illustrated newspaper reporting. The story is 
animated and generally accurate. It is both 
interesting and valuable. 

Ashton, J. When William rv. was king. Ap- 
pleton. $3.50. 

Mr. Ashton ig a well-known, industrious com- 
piler, who gleans in the British Museum for 
contemporary pictures and gossip to illustrate 
the manner of English life at different periods. 
His rather easily constructed books are always 
interesting and have a certain measure of in- 
structive usefulness. 

Barnes, Ja. Naval actions of the war of 1812. 
Harper. $4.50. 

It would not be fair to compare this book 
with Mr. Roosevelt's ‘‘ Naval war of 1812,” 
for that isa genuine product of historical study, 
while Mr. Barnes has only compiled a series of 
slight sketches of the more notable sea-fights 
of the war, apparently to accompany a series 
of pictures in color, fancy-painted by Mr. Carle- 
ton T. Chapman, But Mr. Barnes's introduc- 
tory chapter shows that he has performed his 
task with a very scanty general knowledge of 
the war. 

Bigelow, Poulteney. History of the German 
struggle for liberty. 2v. Harper. $s. 
Mr. Bigelow has written his account of what 

is commonly called ‘‘the war of liberation,” 

which ended in the overthrow of Napoleon 1., 

with a very warm interest in the subject, and 


study of American history. Ginn. $2.15. 

While this little book has been prepared es- 
pecially for teachers, any student or any reader 
of American history who cares to be well 
guided will find it invaluable. It will show him 
how to direct his study or his reading to the 
best advantage, and it will assist his choice of 
topics, while it names and estimates for him 
the books from which he must select. The 
part in which method in teaching and study is 
discussed is mostadmirable. The bibliography 
is hardly less so, though stronger in some divi- 
sions than in others. 

Coleridge, E. P. Res Romanz. London, G. 
Bell & Son. 2s. 

This is an exceedingly useful small manual 
or reference-book of Roman history, containing 
a multitude of lists, of emperors, colonies, 
roads, military and naval terms, important 
laws, and the like, with condensed dictionaries 
of geography and biography, historical allu- 
sions in Roman poetry, and varieties of in- 
formation too numerous to be detailed here. 
Eggleston, E. Beginners of a nation. Apple- 

ton. $1.50. 

There is more than fair promise, in this first 
volume, of a work of really first-rate impor- 
tance in American history. The aim of Dr. 
Eggleston is to write, not the annals of the 
United States, in the ordinary form of chron- 
ologized history, but an account of the life and 
character of the people, from the beginners of 
settlement and social organization in the sev- 
eral colonies down. The present instalment 
treats of the ‘‘ Rise of the first English colony,” 
‘*The Puritan migration,” and the ‘ Centrif- 
ugal forces in colony-planting.” The chapter 
on Roger Williams in the last-named part is 
especially strong and interesting. 

English, W. H. Conquest of the country 
northwest of the river Ohio, 1778-1783. 
Bowen-Merrill. $6. 

This laborious work will greatly assist some 
future writer to prepare an adequate life of 
George Rogers Clarke and to narrate the con- 
quest of the Old Northwest. Itis a collection 
of valuable materials, unskilfully put together, 
and the style of writing lacks almost all good 
qualities. 

Gerard, J. What was the gunpowder plot? 
Lond., Osgood, McIlvaine & Co. 6s. 

Faith in the old story of ‘‘the gunpowder 
plot,” which stands unquestioned in most Eng- 
lish histories, is seriously shaken by the in- 
quiries started in this book. Father Gerard 
shows many and strong reasons for concluding 
that the real plotter in the case was Robert 
Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, the chief minister of 
James 1., who contrived the conspiracy as a 


trap for the Catholics, whom he treacherously 
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inveigled into it. Some, who sold themselves 


affairs, is apt to be obscured by the smoke of 


as decoys, became victims grimly sacrificed. | battles and the dust of armies on the march. 


Suspicions to this effect were rife at an early 
day, but gradually died out. They are now 
effectively revived. 

Gibbon, E. Decline and fall of the Romanem- 
pire; ed. by J. B. Bury. Macmillan. $2. 
Gibbon’s immortal work holds its supreme 

place; nothing new supersedes it; but time has 

brought enough of fresh discoveries in Roman 
and Byzantine history, even since Milman and 

Smith annotated the great narrative, to de- 

mand a new edition under careful editorship. 

Prof. Bury, historian of the later empire, is 

specially qualified for the much-needed work. 

Janssen, J. History of the German people at 
close of the Middle Ages. v.1, 2. Herder. 
net, $6.25. 

This is a valuable study, from a Roman 
Catholic standpoint, of the condition of affairs 
and the state of feeling among the German 
people at the beginning of the Reformation 
movement. 

Longstreet, Gen. Ja. From Manassas to Appo- 
mattox. Lippincott. $4. 

Published 30 years after the ending of the 
civil war, General Longstreet’s narrative of 
his experiences as a military leader in it, on 
the beaten side, is a more valuable contribu: 
tion to history thanit would have been if given 
earlier. He was one of the first to accept its 
results without reserve; he suffered obloquy, 
and time has vindicated him; he can write now 
with calmness of temper and with more clear- 
ness of vision than during the heat of either 
his military or his political fighting days. 
McCurdy. History, prophecy, and the monu- 

ments. v.2. Macmillin. $3. 

It is probably safe to say that, for English 
readers. there is no other work yet written 
which sheds upon Jewish history so much of 
the side-light that has been opened within the 
last few years from the monuments and docu- 
ments discovered in Egypt and the Asiatic 
Bible lands. Prof. McCurdy writes with large 
authoritative knowledge, and with the capacity 
of mind which comprehends history in its wider 
reaches. 

March, Thos. History of the Paris Commune 
of 1871. Macmillan. $2. 

Apparently a painstaking collection of facts, 
but uninterestingly written. 

Marx, Karl. Revolution and counter-revolu- 
tion; or, Germany in 1848. Scribner. $r. 
This little book is a reprint of letters written 

to the New York 7rééune in 1851-2 by Karl 

Marx from London. They are most interest- 

ing as showing with how sane and sound a 

judgment Marx looked at the revolutionary 

movements of 1848 in his own country, from 
which he had been already an exile for several 
years. 

Morris, W. O'C. Ireland, 1494-1868. Cam- 
bridge Univ. Press. 6s. 

Judge Morris is a civilian historian whose 
apparent ambition is to be a military critic, and 
who strives to look at history with the military 
eye. His view of causes and effects, and of 
the quieter forces and movements in human 


O'Brien, W. P. The great famine in Ireland. 
Lond., Downey. 10s. 6d. 
A dry but useful collection of facts relating to 
the terrible famine and its after-consequences, 
largely from official sources. 


| Muir, Sir W. Mameluke or slave dynasty of 


Egypt, 1260-1517 A.p. Lond., Smith & E. 

10s, 6d. 

For an important period of Egyptian history 
this is the only book that will give much to an 
English reader. 

Powell W.H. The Fiftharmy corps (Army of 
the Potomac). Putnam. net, $7.50. 

This does not compare favorably with the late 
General Walker's ‘‘ History of the Second army 
corps” as a piece of military work, but it fur- 
nishes a valuable record of the great deeds 
and sufferings of one of the most famous of 
the lesser armies which made up the mighty 
Army of the Potomac. 

Sloane, W. Life of Napoleon Bonaparte. v. 

1-2. Century. sués., ca., $7. 

A life of Napoleon which does justice to the 
phenomenal powers of the unscrupulous and vul- 
gar adventurer, without encouraging admira- 
tion and hero worship, is a work to be greatly 
welcomed. Professor Sloane has studied thor- 
oughly and written well, and his history puts 
all its predecessors on the same subject into 
the background, We may hope, perhaps, for 
a new edition of it, some day, in volumes of 
more manageable size, with non-historical 
pictures, drawn from the imagination of ambi- 
tious artists, dropped out. 

Thwaites, R. G., ed. Jesuit relations. v.1-2. 

Burrows. ¢a., $3.50. 

Unquestionably the most important historical 
publication of the year is that begun in two 
volumes of Mr. Thwaites’s great collection of 
the *‘ Jesuit relations and allied documents,” 
w'th an English translation accompanying the 
original text. It is opening to all students and 
all readers the precious hidden mine from 
which Parkman extracted so much of his fas- 
cinating French-American and Huron-Iroquois 
history. Its effect will be to greatly increase 
the attention given to that attractive historical 
field, in which Mr. Thwaites has succeeded 
Mr. Parkman as the leader of research. 


BIOGRAPHY. 
Reviewed by Miss M. S. Cutler, N. Y. State 
Library. Divided intotwoclass-s: ‘‘ The most 


valuable biographies" and ‘‘the most popular 
biographies,” as follows: 
Some of the most valuable biographies of 1896. 
Barrie. Warrie, J. M. Margaret Ogilvy. 
Scribner. $1.25. 
Holmes. Morse, ]: T., jr. Life and letters of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. 2 v. Houghton. 


7. 
Probably the most notable biography of the 
year, considering real value and general inter- 
est. 
Hutchinson. Wosmer, J. K. Life of Thomas 
Hutchinson, Houghton. $4. 
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Counterpart to his Samuel Adams; this is the 
first careful life of Hutchinson that has been 
written. 

Jeanne dArc. Lowell, F. C. Joan of Arc. 

Houghton. $2. 

Prof. H. Morse Stephens says of it in the 
September Mew World: “ Distinctly the best 
thing in the English language upon the life of 
the maid of Orleans.” 

Richeliew. Lodge, Richard. Richelieu. Mac- 

millan. 75 

A distinct acquisition because it supplies the 
need of a good popular life of Richelieu. The 
Bookman calls it ‘‘ almost a model of short bi- 
ography.” 

Romanes, G: J: Life and letters. Longmans. 


Rossetti, D. G. Family letters; with a memoir 
by W: M. Rossetti. 2v. Roberts. $6.50. 

Sheridan, Rae,W:F. Sheridan. 2v. Holt, 


7. 
Washington, Wilson, Woodrow. George 
Washington. Harper. $3. 
Popular biographies of 1896. 
Bronté, Shorter, C. K. Charlotte Bronté and 
her circle. Dodd. $2.50. 
Clark, Mrs.M.C. My long life. Dodd. 
Field, Mrs. A. A. Authors and friends. 
Houghton. $1.50. 
Similar in scope to J. T. Field's ‘‘ Yesterdays 
with authors.” 
Lampson, F: Locker. My confidences. Scrib- 
ner. $5. 
Lincoln, Tarbell, I. M., and Davis, J. M. 
Early life of Abraham Lincoln. McClure. 


I. 
Madison. Goodwin, Mrs.M. W. Dolly Madi- 
son. Scribner. $1.25. 
Mitchell, Maria. Life, letters, and journals. 

Lee. $1. 

Navarro, Mrs. Mary Anderson de. A few mem- 
ories. Harper. $2.50. 
Renan, Ernest avd Henriette. Brother and 

— a memoir and letters. Macmillan. 

2.25. 
Roland. Tarbell, I. M. Madame Roland. 

Scribner. $1.50. 

The author had access to new material, and 
the book should perhaps take the place of 
Blind’s ‘‘ Madame Roland ” in the ‘‘ Catalog of 
the ‘A. L. A.’ Library.” 

Ward, Mrs. E. S. Phelps. Chapters from a 
life. Houghton. $1.50. 

The village library buying only a few books 
would do well to combine a selection from the 
‘‘valuable biographies of 1896” and ‘* popu- 
lar biographies of 1896." Hare’s ‘Story of 
my life” should be added to the list; Oliphant's 
*‘Joan of Arc” should be omitted. 


TRAVEL. 


Reviewed by Miss M. V/. Plummer, Pratt In- 
stitute Free Library, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

There are certain books of travel published 
in 1896 which we need only mention —the 
names of the authors alone are a guarantee of 
their excellence or of a great demand. Such 
is Sir John Lubbock’s Scenery of Switzerland 


and causes to which it is due.” [Macmillan. 
$1.50.] To be sure, this is almost purely scien- 
tific in its interest, so that it would probably by 
most libraries be classed with science rather 
than with travel or description. Stevenson's 
“In the South Seas” is another which there 
can be nodoubtabout. [Scribner. $1.50.] It 
is criticised as among the poorest of Stevenson's 
work, buteven that is ona level with the best of 
most other travellers’ achievements. Yriarte’s 
** Venice,” the new small-sized edition [Coates. 
$3] is another classic that cannot be left out. 

Then there are a few books whose suéyect re- 
quires that we place them among the desirable 
ones for a library, such as Curtiss ‘‘ Venezuela, 
a land where it's always summer.” [Harper. 
$1.25.] The value of this is chiefly in its time- 
liness, and it is interesting reading but not of 
great importance tothestudent, being simply the 
collected and revised sketches of a newspaper 
correspondent. The appendix contains the 
correspondence of the United States and Great 
Britain down to November, 1895. Richard 
Harding Davis's *‘ Three Gringos in Venezuela 
and Central America” [Harper. $1.50] is an- 
other book owing its interest largely to our pres- 
ent interest in Venezuela and in South Amer- 
ican questions generally, though there is always 
a literary note in Mr. Davis's work that makes 
him good reading. The accuracy and fairness 
of the author have been criticised, but even 
granting the justice of the criticism, the book 
need not be spoiled for its purpose of recreative 
reading. Rowan and Ramsey’s “Island of 
Cuba” [Holt. $1.25] is another of this class, 
and is compact with information and provided 
with a good index. The book has evidently 
been prepared for the use of students of the 
Cuban question. 

Brehm's ‘‘ From north pole to equator” 
[Scribner. $6] should perhaps have teen in- 
cluded as one of those books whese admission 
must be taken for granted, since the author of 
the ‘‘ Tierleben” is known to all librarians and 
lovers of natural history and recognized as one 
of the most interesting as well as accurate 
writers on his subject. The work is a compi- 
lation from his lectures and the illustrations are 
from original drawings. A list of similar 
works by other naturalist travellers is one of 
the valuable features of a very valuable book. 

The rest of the books of travel included may 
be better noted under the names of the ccun- 
tries described. 

Japan: Mrs. K. S. Baxter’s ‘‘In bamboo 
lands” [Merriam. $2.50] is an unpretentious 
book, a plain tale of the experiences of a tourist 
in Japan, and like most unpretentious things 
will be found to have a place and fill a want. 
Her description of social life at the capital and 
ports is interesting and doubtless accurate. 

Lafcadio Hearn’s ‘‘ Kokoro” [Houghton. 
$1.25], meaning ‘‘ Heart,” is full of the charm 
and attraction of the Japanese character, of 
which the author has so keen an appreciation. 
It may be compared with that other delightful 
book, Lowell's ‘‘ Soul of the Far East.” 

Knapp’s ‘‘ Feudal and modern Japan” [2 v. 
Knight. $1.50] is a fascinating study of the 
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elements of Japanese character and the irner are excellent word-pictures, and the book alto- 


history of the race which culminated so un- | 


expectedly a year or two ago in so sudden an 
outburst of power. 


The author lived in Japan | 


two years and had access to the ms. material | 


of much older residents. A chapter on ‘A 
Japanese library” deals with the literature of 
Japan. The illustrations in photogravure are 
excellent, and the book closes with a very use- 
ful classified bibliography. 

China ; Martin's ‘‘ Cycle of Cathay” [Revell. 
$2] is the work of a man who has lived 60 
years in north and south China as a missionary, 
and one cannot help seeing that his book is 
written more or less from an old-fashioned 
point of view. The subject is the Chinese in 
their social and political life, and the book con- 
tains much useful information. 

/taly: Laurence Hutton's “‘ Literary land- 
marks of Venice” [Harper. $1] is a reprint of 
his article in Harper's Monthly, and contains a 
great deal of information that cannot be found 
in ordinary guide-books, or indeed in any other 
one place. As anadjunctto Baedeker, it would 
make a very desirable travelling companion. 

Robertson's Through the Dolomites from 
Venice to Toblach” [Scribner. $3] is an ac- 
count of the region betwen Italy and Austria, 
which the author asserts and proves to be full 
of historic interest. All the facts necessary for 
tourists’ use are given, making the book a 
valuable guide to the region. In this respect 
it is better than Miss Amelia Edwards’s book 
on the same subject, which besides is rather 
out of date, having been published in 1873, but 
in literary interest it cannot compare with Miss 
Edwards's work. 

Vuillier’s ‘‘ Forgotten isles” [Appleton. 
$4.50], giving impressions of the Balearic 
Islands, Corsica, and Sardinia, has but re- 
cently been translated, but gives one the im- 
pression of a book written in the era of ro- 
mantic travellers. The author's narrative of 
his personal experiences is interspersed with 
tales and legends told him in different places 
by the natives. It iseasy reading, but I should 
say desirable chiefly from the fact that there is 
so little in English on the subject. 

England: Miss Alice Brown's ‘*‘ By oak and 
thorn” [Houghton. $1.25] is a charming col- 
lection of sketches of English travel, perme- 
ated throughout by the keen sense of humor 
which those are familiar with who have read 
her stories. 

Miss Dodd's *‘ On the Broads” [Macmillan. 
$3] deals with the region around Norwich, 
Yarmouth, and Lowestoft, one generally un- 
known to the American tourist, and the subject 
is delightfully treated. 

Mrs. Dorr's ‘‘ Cathedral pilgrimage” [Mac- 
millan. 75 c.] is a pleasant series of sketches 
in compact form of the cathedrals of Wells, 
Salisbury, Winchester, Canterbury, Ely, Lin- 
coln, York,and Durham. It mighteasily serve 
as a guide-book, so minute is it in description. 

Rideing’s ‘‘At Hawarden with Mr. Glad- 
stone” [Crowell. $1] proves to contain also 


brief sketches of Queenstown, Yarmouth, the 
Some of the papers 


House of Commons, etc. 


gether is agreeable reading. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward's ‘‘Shakespeare’s town 
and times" [Truslove. $3] does not claim to 
be a learned biography, butto present the facts 
and their own deductions separately, so that 
the latter may be taken or left; it claims also 
to conserve for us in the shape of excellent 
photogravure illustrations such remains of 
Shakespeare's Stratford as still exist, which 
alone would make it desirable for a library. It 
has a good index and a plan of the town and 
surroundings. 

Africa; Chanler’s ‘‘ Through jungle and 
desert" [Macmillan. $5] would be wantedty 
most American libraries as one of the few 
records of American exploration of the ‘* dark 
continent,” even if it were not in itself an in- 
teresting book. 

Loomis’s ‘‘ Eclipse party in Africa” [ Roberts. 
$4.50] I have not been able to examine, but the 
name of Professor Loomis is a guarantee of the 
standing of the book, and all genuine records 
of scientific expeditions are desirable. 

Traill’s ‘* From Cairotothe Soudan frontier” 
[Way. $1.50] is a reprint of a series of clever 
and witty sketches contributed to the London 
Daily Telegraph. The author, the English his- 
torian, gives the reader a comfortable impres- 
sion of knowing all about the historic back- 
ground of his travelling experiences without 
having to open his guide-book, which cannot be 
said of many travellers who publish their im- 
pressions. 

India: ‘‘In India,” by André Chevrillon, 
[Holt. $1.50] is a series of French impres- 
sionist pictures of Indian cities, by a writer who 
felt their atmosphere and is able to convey the 
feeling. Not at all a book of statistics or that 
sort of useful information, but very pleasura- 
ble reading. 

Captain Younghusband’s ‘‘ Heart of a conti- 
nent’’[Scribner. $6]deals with Manchuria, the 
Gobi desert, the Himalayas, the Pamirs, and 
Chitral. The author, a member of the Indian 
staff corps and medallist of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, disclaims a scientific equip- 
ment for travelling, but his fitness in other 
particulars, his keen powers of observation, his 
enjoyment in the telling, his simplicity and 
frankness, make him an admirable narrator 
and his book good reading for those who enjoy 
accounts of personal adventure. 

North America: Warburton Pike's ‘‘ Through 
the sub-Arctic forest" [Arnold. $4] is interest- 
ing, as is Whitney's ‘‘ Barren grounds,” to the 
sportsman chiefly, though his accounts of the 
country and the people are sufficiently interest- 
ing to the general reader also. 

Mrs. A. M. Earle’s ‘*Colonial days in old 
New York" [Scribner. $1.25] is really of the 
social historical order rather than a book of 
travel, but is full of fascinating out-of-the-way 
lore. 

Lieutenant Greely’s ‘‘Handbook of Arctic 
discoveries” [Roberts. $1] is hardly a book of 
travel, but is worth having as a very careful 
compilation to date of all that has been done in 
the way of Arctic discovery, barring Nansen's 
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recent explorations, It contains maps and a 
good bibliography. 

Wright and Upham's ‘‘ Greenland icefields” 
[Appleton. $2] is a scientific account of the 
voyage of the unfortunate A/iranda, The two 
protessors made the most of their brief stay in 
Greenland, and the book is packed with infor- 
mation on the geology, flora, and fauna of the 
country and the life of the inhabitants. 

Whitney's *‘On snow-shoes to the barren 
grounds” [Harper. $3.50] appeared in /ar- 
per's Monthly ; it is first of alla book for the 
sportsman, but is also interesting inits descrip- 
tion of the British American wilderness. 

Wilcox's ‘‘Camping in the Canadian Rockies” 
[Putnam. $4] is a book for mountain-climbers 
primarily, though the camper whose fad is pho- 
tography and he whose hobby is exploring will 
find the book equally satisfactory — one of the 
best descriptions of the region. 

Skinner's ‘‘Myths and legends of our own 
land” [2 v. Lippincott. $3] is a book to fill a 
want. The wonder grows as one reads that no 
such collection had ever been made before, and 
one suffers the want even in retrospect. It has 
not a suitable index, however. 

Spain: Jaccaci’s ‘‘On the trail of Don 
Quixote” [Scribner. $2.50], though of special 
present interest, would be welcome at any time. 
With the artist Vierge, who furnishes the illus- 
trations, the author, himself an artist, travelled 
over a path unknown to tourists, finding a 
country in which things have remained ‘* prac- 
tically unchanged since the time of Cervantes.” 

Taylor's *‘Laxd of the castanet” [Stone. 
$1.25] is a pleasantly written, rather super- 
ficial record of travel, but up to date as to the 
relations between Spain and the United States, 
the author having sounded the feelings of the 
Spaniards he met on this subject. 

Mrs. Moulton's ‘‘ Lazy tours in Spain and 
elsewhere” [Roberts. $1.50] seem to be chiefly 
Elsewhere. A series of impressions by one in 
search of health and pleasure rather than of 
facts. Easy, agreeable reading. 

France; Theuriet's ‘‘ Rustic life in France” 
(Crowell. $2.50] is illustrated by L’hermitte, 
the French painter, and both text and illustra- 
tions seem to have been a labor of love. The 
book is an effort to preserve for posterity the 
life of the French peasant, before railways and 
commerce shall have entirely invaded his do- 
main and made him like every one else. It is 
a charming study. 

Miscellaneous: Mrs, Macquoid's ‘‘In the 
volcanic Eifel” [Dodd. $3] deals with the Ger- 
man country between the Rhine and the Moselle 
icom Remagen to Treves. It contains explicit 
directions for tourists in addition to a good de- 
scription of the country. which seems to be a 
most curious one. 

Russell's ‘‘Edge of the orient” [Scribner. 
$2] is an account of experiences in Dalmatia 
and Montenegro; the latter country having 
suddenly become interesting again through its 
alliance with Italy, this part of the book has 
especial interest. 

Steele’s ‘‘ Voyage to Viking-land” [Estes. 


$2] is a record of the average tourist trip to 
Sweden and Norway. The principal virtue of 
the tale is that it is told with such evident en- 
joyment in the reminiscence. 


FICTION, 


Reviewed by Miss Helen E. Haines, Lrprary 
JOURNAL, New York. 

It is to be feared that a person who has 
always delighted in novels, and who has read 
a great many more than library authorities 
would approve, is not a proper person to pre- 
sent the subject of fiction to a gathering of 
librarians, who as a class sternly reprobate the 
reading of novels and yearn to see mankind, 
and especially womankind, following the 
straight and narrow path that is lined with 
Buckle’s ‘‘ History of civilization,” Reid's ‘* In- 
tellectual powers of man,” and theircongeners. 
So it is with some hesitation that I confess to 
having read 43 of the 81 novels listed for discus- 
sion, besides a number that are not included in 
the list, though of the total read but 25 are here 
reviewed. The selection of those chosen has 
not been based wholly upon popularity, which 
generally proves a bad thing to trust to; some 
of the worst novels of the year are those that 
have been much talked about and widely sold. 
It does not include the ‘‘keynote” fiction and 
its ilk—the morbid and unsavory pessimism 
that is not and cannot be attractive toa healthy 
mind. It excludes also the so-called ‘‘ slum” 
stories that have been a striking feature of the 
past year —books telling of the vice and mis- 
ery and sadness to be found in great cities, and 
that are about as depressing and demoralizing 
as a course of reading in the ‘‘ new journal- 
ism.” Barring these, the endeavor has been 
to choose books that stand out above the rank 
and file by reason of originality, vitality, ex- 
cellence of purpose, grace of style, or simply 
as all-around good stories. Last of all, the 
selection is essentially a personal one, and 
every one who considers it will promptly re- 
arrange it to suit his or her own personality, 
for in novel-reading a never-ending fascina- 
tion is the impossibility of ever agreeing long 
with any one else. 

The novels chosen have been divided into 
three classes. First, those I should place in 
the first rank of the fiction of 1896; second, 
what may be called the second-best; and third, 
several books that have had praise and popu- 
larity but that I do not include among the best 
fiction of the year. 

I. 


Barrie's ‘‘ Sentimental Tommy” [Scribner. 
$1.50] takes rank in the first division, and this 
is not because of the present craze for Scottish 
fiction, but because the book has the permanent 
elements of life and reality. It is instinct with 
vitality, alive with varying emotions, truly 
pathetic — witness the whole story of little 
Grizel — bubbling with fun; and it possesses 
indisputably the ‘“‘human” element. As for 
Tommy himself, the boy who always found a 
‘‘w'y" to accomplish the impossible, the mor- 
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al chameleon reflecting every shade and mood 
of his surroundings and associates, yet de- 
ceiving himself more absolutely than he de- 
ceived his observers—is he not one of the 
most astonishing and delightful creations of 
fiction ? 

**King Noanett,” by F. J. Stimson [Lamson. 
$2] has been called a new ‘‘ Lorna Doone.” 
It is not that, but it is one of the most charm- 
ing books-of the year, with a delicate, poetic 
grace and a depth of true and lovely sentiment. 
The story is set in the early days of Virginia 
and the Massachusetts Baycolony, and it gives 
graphic pictures of the life and spirit of the 
time in town and country, inwoven with an 
idyllic romance of the love of two good men 
for each other and forawoman. The descrip- 
tion of the selling of the ‘‘ redemptioners,” or 
indentured slaves, and of the women and girls 
shipped for wives to the Virginia colonists, and 
the glimpse of the treatment of testifying 
Quakers are particularly vivid, and the historic 
atmosphere is excellently sustained. 

Mrs. Ward's ‘‘ Sir George Tressady” [Mac- 
millan. 2 v., $2] does not, perhaps, rank with 
‘* Marcella” in depth of interest, at least to 
American readers, but it is a noble book, full 
of high ideals and earnest thought. The book 
is largely a record of the development of a 
man’s character from brilliant, cold superficial- 
ity to real earnestness of purpose and a striv- 
ing for what is right, through the influence of 
a noble woman. But, more than that, it isa 
novel of married life: what it may be contrasted 
with what it too oftenis. In Marcella Max- 
well and her husband we have one side of the 
shield; in George and Letty Tressady the 
other, and in both pictures —the absolute trust 
and affection that nothing can weaken; the 
mutual differences in hopes, thoughts, and 
character that nothing can wholly reconcile, 
there is a breadth of truth and an exactness of 
perception that are indeed remarkable. 

Stevenson's ‘‘ Weirof Hermiston” [Scribner. 
$1.50] is one of the notable books of the year. 
There is something most pathetic in this mag- 
nificent fragment, that promised to rival in 
power and skill anything he had previously 
produced, and in which he seemed to be about 
to try his hand for the first time at the depic- 
tion of a woman’s character. ‘‘ Weir of Her- 
miston” must rank with ‘‘ Denis Duval” and 
‘“*Edwin Drood” as a fragment from the hand 
of a master, shadowing forth an harmonious 
whole that can never be realizec. 

Stevenson's name brings up thatof the other 
great writer whose work has ended, and whose 
latest book appeared almost at the same time 
that his death came to grieve the English- 
speaking world. William Morris is first of all 
a poet, whether his poetry be couched in verse 
or prose, and throughout his wealth of imagi- 
nation, his beautiful imagery, and his pictu- 
resque traditionary themes there is ever an un- 
dercurrent of spiritual allegory. Such a work 
as ‘‘ The well at the world’s end" [Longmans. 
2 v., $7.50] seems amid modern fiction al- 
most as Chaucer or Spenser would appear in 
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the poetry of the day. It is not meant to be 
read in trolley cars, nor in hasty luncheon in- 


| tervals, nor to be dipped into for five minutes 
| after skimming the daily paper. 


It is for the 
real leisure time, for the vacation days, away 
from bricks and mortar and the rush for bread 
and butter. Take ‘* The well at the world’s 
end” and read it in the quiet summer days, out 
in the green world of nature, and you will feel 
its beauty and its nobility and its poetry as you 
can feel them in no other way. 

Now we take a long step from the spiritual 
to the earthly, and, remembering the book dis- 
cussion session at Cleveland, it is with some 
trepidation that I present Harold Frederic's 
‘* Damnation of Theron Ware” [Stone. $1.50] ; 
but in a selection of the best fiction of 1596 Ido 
not see how it can be omitted. This story of 
the rapid moral degeneration of a young minis- 
ter is not literature for the Young Person, but it 
is not to be classed with the *‘ keynote”"’ fiction. 
It does not make moral weakness attractive 
or pitiful, but hateful, and it has a strength 
and individuality not to be ignored. There is 
what seems to me a misconception about this 
book that I want to mention. It is often de- 
scribed as portraying the pathetic downfall of 
a man through the lures of wily tempters. In- 
stead of that, it shows a man whose heart was 
rotten at the core, but surrounded by a crust of 
conventionality and seeming fairness. When 
this crust is touched by the first breath of 
temptation it is broken down, and it reveals 
only the badness that was before hidden. 

Gilbert Parker’s ‘‘ The seats of the mighty” 
[Appleton. $1.50] must rank as one of the best 
historical novels of the year. It tells of the 
struggle on the Canadian frontier that culmi- 
nated in the fall of Quebec, and its historical 
setting is excellent. The story is often over- 
burdened with style, and interest flags now 
and then, but there are many stirring scenes, 
and the fortunes of the brave and unlucky 
Robert Stobo, the fair Alixe, and the viilan- 
ous Doltaire, do not lack excitement and vari- 
ety. 

Auathes historical novel out of the common 
run is “ The Reds of the Midi,” by Felix Gras. 
[Appleton. $1.] It is a story of that Mar- 
seillaise battalion that marched to Paris in the 
early days of the Terror, burning with an en- 
thusiasm for liberty purer than that of their 
fellow-revolutionists, and it is one of the few 
books that tell of the French Revolution from 
the side of the people. 

Foremost among the most striking novels of 
the year is ‘‘Quo vadis."” a story of th edays 
of Nero, by Henryk Sienkiewicz, the Polish 
novelist. [Little. $2.] Itis not a good book 
for young people, and its length and general 
appearance would be apt to discourage them 
at first sight, but it is a wonderful picture of 
the corruption of Nero's court, of the Rome of 
that day, and of the dawning triumph of Chris- 
tianity, though it reeks too strongly of torture 
and slaughter to be agreeable reading. It 
should be a ‘‘restricted” book, but it should 
be in all fair-sized libraries. 
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*Nephelé,” by F. W. Bourdillon [New Am- 
sterdam. $1], is absolutely different from any 
of the books named. It has not had much 
recognition, but it seemed to me one of the most 
graceful and charming of stories. Its author 
wrote the song ‘‘ The night has a thousand 
eyes,” and the book is really more a prose 
poem thananovel. It is a story of spiritual 
affinity, reminiscent of Du Maurier’s ‘‘ Peter 
Ibbetson” and Kipling’s ‘‘ Brushwood boy”; 
it is permeated with an intense love of music, 
and it has a delicacy of touch and a grace of 
expression that are as charming as they are 
unusual, 

“A king and a few dukes” [Putnam. $1.25] 
was the fantasia with which Robert W. Cham- 
bers followed up his striking story, ‘‘ The red 
republic.” It is not to be taken seriously; but 
it is one of the most original of the year's 
books, light and sparkling, fantastically sar- 
castic, and abounding in really beautiful de- 
scriptions of nature. It is set among the 
Caspian mountains, and tells of the revolutions 
and counter-revolutions of one of the little 
Balkan kingdoms that are always oversetting 
their rulers and turning things topsy-turvy; and 
in verve and wit it is somewhat akin to ‘‘ The 
prisoner of Zenda.” 

Two volumes of short stories also take place 
in the front rank. They are “ Earth's enig- 
mas,” by Charles G. D. Roberts [Lamson. 
$1.25], a collection of Canadian tales full of 
originality and clothed in poetic language; and 
‘The cat and the cherub” [Century. $1.50], 
the sheaf of remarkable stories of Chinatown 
and other places that Chester Bailey Fernald 
first contributedtothe Century. The*‘cherub” 
is one of the most delightful of Chinese babies, 
and the stories are as original as they are brill- 
iant and amusing. 


The books in the second division may be 
briefly listed as follows : 

Bunner, H. C. Love in old cloathes, and other 
stories. Scribner. $1.50. 

The title story is a delightful little love-tale, 
clothed in quaint archaic diction, and all the 
stories in the pretty book are capital, full of 
quick perception, sentiment, and fun. 
Crawford, F. Marion. Taquisara. 2v. Mac- 

millan. $2. 

Crawford is usually to be found in the front 
raak, but ‘* Taquisara,” though it must be 
classed as a leading book of the year, is below 
what is to be expected from him. It is an 
Italian story of self-sacrificing love; but it is 
poor in construction and indubitably padded. 
Cut down to half its length it would be a far 
better book, 

Crockett, S. R. Cleg Kelly, Arab of the city. 

Appleton. $1.50. 

A story of a Scotch street-Arab’s ascent to re- 
spectability; often pathetic, oftener amusing, 
and rich in quaint types, but very uneven and 
without much depth. 

Doyle, A. Conan. Exploits of Brigadier Ger- 
ard. Appleton. $1.50. 


A capital book of the adventures of one of 
Napoleon's bold fighters, who is delightfully 
Gallic in his unconscious bravado, his impul- 
sive sentiment, and his grandiloquent courage. 
Jewett, S.O. The country of the pointed firs. 

Houghton. $1.25. 

A volume of delicate water-color sketches of 
a little Maine hamlet. 

Macleod, Fiona. Green fire. Harper. $1.25. 

A glowing Celtic romance, its rapid action 
often impeded by a superfluity of language. 
Macmanus, L. Silk of the kine. Harper. $1. 

A novel that deserves more notice than has 
come toit, It is a story of Ireland in the days 
when Cromwell's hand lay heavy upon the 
land. It is quite breathless in its rapid move- 
ment and unflagging interest, and it forms a 
series of vivid and generally accurate historical 
pictures. 

Watson, J: Kate Carnegie. Dodd. $1.50. 

The novel wherein lovers of ‘‘ The bonnie 
brier bush” hoped to find their joyful expecta- 
tions realized, but which turned out to be rather 
a dull thread of plot on which were strung 
many bits of Drumtochty life and character ; 
excellent but not up to the ‘‘ brier bush” 
standard. 

Wiggin, Mrs. Kate D. Marm Lisa. Hough- 
ton. $1. 

On the whole, excellent; for the transcen- 
dental and hysterical goodness of Mistress Mary 
and her fellow-workers is balanced by the fas- 
cinating personality of Mrs. S. Cora Grubb, the 
modern Mrs. Jellyby, ‘‘ whose soul was always 
in a hired hall” and whose household tumbled 
up anyhow while she instructed reverential 
disciples in faith-healing, Buddhism, vegetari- 
anism, theosophy, and a never-ending succes- 
sion of mystic isms. 


In the ‘* Debatable land” of Division 11. are 
put the following: 

Clemens, S. L. Personal recollections of Joan 
of Arc. Harper. $2.50. 

A book that, tothe reviewer at least, appeared 
exasperating in manner, out of touch with the 
spirit of the time and people it represents, and 
pitched in an impossible key. It has undoubt- 
edly done good in making the heroic maid a 
real figure to many in whose minds she had 
been only a semi-myth, it is written in all 
earnestness, and it rises in parts to dramatic in- 
tensity; but the Sieur Louis de Conte is a 
Yankee, not a Gascon, and the whole story is 
out of perspective and out of drawing. 

Smith, F. Hopkinson. Tom Grogan. Hough- 
ton. $1.50. 

A story that its author tells us is founded on 
fact. Yet, notwithstanding, though it opens 
effectively and with promise, it seems sensa- 
tional rather than dramatic, strained in effect, 
and often false to life. 

Wilkins, Mary E. Madelon. Harper. $1.25. 

Of this we may repeat what has been said of 
‘*Tom Grogan,” that it seemed impossible in 
plot and sensational in action, and that it dealt 
with characters, not with men and women. 
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LIBRARIES. 


AT the February meeting of the board of 
trustees of the Newark (N. J.) Free Public Li- 
brary, it was decided to discontinue the library 
subscription tothe New York World and the 
New York /Journa/, and to remove both papers 
from the library reading-room. This action 
was the result of unanimous agreement on the 
part of the trustees and the librarian that both 
the journals named were definitely harmful to 
the public on account of their morbid sensation- 
alism and their exploitation of crime and im- 
morality. Ina short interview on the subject, 
printed in the New York Sum of Feb. 25, Mr. 
Hill and various members of the library board 
are quoted as expressing strongly their belief 
that the papers exerted a seriously injurious in- 
fluence. As one member of the board put it: 
‘* The trustees of the Newark Free Public Li- 
brary never will and never can perform a great- 
er public service than when they decide to keep 
all further issues of the Wor/d and the Journal 
out of the library and to burn the copies already 
on hand. The only thing they should have 
done that they did not do was to bury the ashes, 
so that even those could do no more harm.” 

Mr. Hillsaysthat his attention was first drawn 
to the fact that young boys were among the 
most devoted readers of these papers, and that 
on examination he thought them quite unfit for 
the reading-room. 

The matter has been given considerable atten- 
tion by the New York press, and comment has 
been uniformly favorable, though the Jersey 
City Mews regards the action as ‘‘ simply asi- 
nine,” and asserts that the Hera/d and the Sun 
are quite as harmful as the World and Journal, 
while the Zvening Post is ‘‘ more fatal to public 
morals than the breath of the upas is to life.” 

Public opinion concerning the matter is, how- 
ever, even better evidenced by the prompt way 
in which a number of other libraries have fol- 
lowed the example set by Newark. The Free 
Library of the General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen of New York, formerly known 
as the Apprentices’ Library, has ordered the 
Worldand the Journalremoved from their files ; 
similar action has been taken by the library au- 
thorities of the New York Y. M. C. A. Library, 
the New York City Mission reading-room, 
Princeton Theological Seminary, the Century 
Club, Harvard Club, and N. Y. Yacht Club, of 
New York, and the Bridgeport (Ct.) Public 
Library ; in the library of the Union League 
Club of New York the two journals have been 
removed from the reading-room and are held 
for reference use only; while the matter of dis- 
continuing subscription to both the World and 
the Journal and removing them from the files 
is being considered by the authorities of the 
Aguilar Library and the Brooklyn Library. 
Among libraries where action similar to that at 
Newark had been previously taken, are the 
Plainfield (N. J.) Public Library, the Hartford 
(Ct.) Public Library, and the South Norwalk 
(Ct.) Public Library, in each of whichthe World 
was banished at the end of 1806; none of 
these libraries were subscribers to the Journal, 


“THE NEW JOURNALISM” IN PUBLIC 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS IN THE 54TH 
CONGRESS, 


DURING the twosessions of the 54th Congress 
10 bills relating to public documents were pre- 
sented, but two of which were of general libra- 
ry interest, and but one of which, the ‘‘ Ames 
catalog bill," has become a law. This bill pro- 
vides for the publication and preparation by 
Dr. J. G. Ames of a ‘‘Comprehensive index ” 
similar to that compiled by him for the period 
1889 — 1893, covering all publications of the gov- 
ernment from 1881, the date of the Ben: Perley 
Poore catalog, to 1893, when Mr. Crandall's 
‘*Document catalogue" begins. It was intro- 
duced in the Senate, as S. R. 172, by Mr. Hans- 
brough, on Dec. 14, 1896, and on the next day 
in the House (H. R. 211) by Mr. Harmer. It 
was never reported on by the Senate committee 
on printing. The House committee reported 
it back and it passed, the joint resolution being 
signed by the President on March 3. The bill 
prepared by Mr. F. A. Crandall, superintendent 
of public documents, forimproving the methods 
of printing and distributing the public docu- 
ments, has unhappily failed to pass, and must 
be started afresh in the new Congress. This 
bill (H. R. 8237) was introduced by Mr. Perkins 
April 16, 1896. It was reported back by the 
committee on printing, May 7, 1896, and passed 
with some amendments, relating chiefly to the 
binding of the documents. The bill went to 
the Senate May 9, and was referred to the 
printing committee, by which it was never re- 
ported. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE CONGRES- 
SIONAL LIBRARY, 1897-98. 


THE appropriations act, approved Feb. 19, 
contains the law providing for the management 
of the Congressional Library during 1897-98. 
It places the salary of the librarian, ‘‘ to be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate,” at $5000, and 
provides for the appointment by the librarian 
of achief assistant librarian at $4000, an as- 
sistant librarian (superintendent of reading- 
room) at $3000, 12 assistants at from $900 to 
$1800, and 27 assistants, watchmen, etc., at 
from $720 to $900. In the cataloging depart- 
ment there will be a chief of department at 
$3000, and 16 assistants at from $900 to $1800 
each; there will also be a superintendent of art 
gallery at $2000, and three assistants at $qvo 
each; a superintendent of maps and charts at 
$2000, and two assistants at $900 each; super- 
intendent of periodicals at $15c0, and three at- 
tendants at $720 each; superintendent of manu- 
scripts at $1500, and two indexers at $720cach; 
superintendent of music department at $1500, 
and three assistants at from $720 to $q00; super- 
intendent of congressional reference library at 
the capitol at $1500, and two assistants at $750 
and $900 each ; superintendent of law library at 
$2000, and two assistants at $1400 each ; in all 
$92,020. Thelawestablishes a copyright depart- 
ment inthe library, and provides for the follow- 
ing officers, under the direction of the librarian 
of congress: Register of copyrights, at $3000, to 
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hold office on and after July 1, 1897; twoclerks 
at $1800 each ; two clerks at $1600 each ; three 
clerks at $1400 each ; 10 clerks at $1200 each ; 
10 clerks at $900 each ; and two clerks at $720 
each ; in all $36,440. 

For the purchase of books, etc., $11,000 are 
allowed, of which $4000 are for miscellaneous 
books, $1500 for law-books, $1500 for reference- 
books for the Supreme Court, $1500 for govern- 
ment exchanges, and for periodicals, serials, 
and newspapers, $3500. For contingent ex- 
penses $500 are allowed to the library and $500 
to the copyright department. 

The custody, care, and maintenance of the 
library building and grounds is put in charge 
of a superintendent, to be appointed by the 
President, ‘‘ by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate,” at $5000, who shall have 
charge of all disbursements and the employ- 
ment of all necessary employes, for which 
$51,440 are appropriated, besides $35,000 for 
fuel, lights, repairs, etc. This officer shall give 
bonds for $30,000. The act further provides 
that ‘‘ the officer now in charge of the construc- 
tion of the building [Mr. B. R. Green] is here- 
by authorized and directed to terminate his 
present duty and assume the custody, care, and 
maintenance of the said building and grounds 
on and after March 4, 1897, appoint the em- 
ployes under his charge, procure necessary 
furniture for the said building, and remove 
into it the library.” It is also directed that 
‘the librarian of congress shall, on and after 
July 1, 1897, give bonds in the sum of $20,000 
for the faithful discharge of his duties accord- 
ing to law.” 


THE CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY HAND- 
BOOK,* 


Now that the Library of Congress is com- 
pleted, its beauties of architecture and decora- 
tion have been a topic of general discussion 
and description in the press and in the leading 
periodicals, The issue of what may be called 
the official manual of the library is therefore 
especially welcome at thistime, as giving in 
compact and attractive form all the essential 
data as to the library itself and its magnificent 
new home. This ‘‘ Handbook of the Library 
of Congress” is similar in style and scope to 
the excellent ‘‘ Handbook of the Boston Public 
Library” issued last year by the same publish- 
ers. Like that, it is compiled by Herbert 
Small, and is especially rich in illustrations of 
the representative decorations of the library 
building, while its arrangement has been so 
planned as to make it of service as an actual 
guide-book, the various features and depart- 
ments being described as far as possible in the 
order in which they would appear to the 
visitor. 

The description of the new building is pref- 
aced by ashort history of the library, which was 


* Handbook of the new Library of Congress in Wash- 
ington; comp. by Herbert Small, with essays on the archi- 
tecture, sculpture, and painting. by Charles Caffin, and 
on the function of a national library, by Ainsworth R. 


Spofford. Boston, Curtis & Cameron, 1897. 128 + 24 p. 
il. D. 30 ¢.; soc. 


founded in 1800, at about the same time that the 
seat of government was transferred to Washing- 
ton. The small collection gathered during the 
first dozen years of its existence was, however, 
lost when the capitol was burned by the British 
troops in 1812, and the library really dates 
from that year, when Thomas Jefferson sold 
his private library of 6700 v. to the government 
for $23,700, thus establishing the nucleus of 
the present collection of some 700,000 books 
and 250,000 pamphlets. The history of the 
new building is briefly given, from the time 
the matter was first presented to Congress by 
Mr. Spofford in his report for 1872. The first 
act providing for the construction of the build- 
ing passed Congress in April, 1886, but final 
legislation on the subject was not had until 
March, 1889. Eight years was the time allowed 
for construction and the total cost was set at 
$6,245,567.94. The building was completed in 
February of this year, well within the original 
time limit, and at about $140,000 below the 
limit of cost. Mr. Small describes clearly the 
plan of the building and the details of its ar- 
rangement; he then takes up severally the 
various special features of the exterior, the en- 
trance pavilion, main entrance hall, rotunda, 
book-stacks, galleries, pavilions, reading and 
special rooms, corridors and basement, describ- 
ing decorations of each and explaining their 
plan and characteristics. The book is descrip- 
tive and not critical, though Mr, Caffin’s essay 
on ‘‘ The architecture, sculpture, and painting ” 
is a brief survey of the decorative features 
from the artistic point of view. The illustra- 
tions cover almost every detail of the beautiful 
structure, from the floor plan and the general 
exterior view, to the rotunda clock, the series 
of ethnological] heads and the decorative feat- 
ures of staircase, corridors, and galleries. The 
future of the library in its new home is con- 
sidered by Mr. Spofford, who in his essay on 
‘* The function of a national library” outlines 
the desirable lines of development and of 
growth. While the library should be in name 
and in fact a national library, it should be first 
of alla library for the use of Congress, and it 
should always remain a reference library. It 
should be the repository of all American pub- 
lications, however ephemeral, and should aim 
especially at the collection of Americana, while 
it should also, as far as possible, be of univer- 
sal range and of well-rounded completeness. 
For all these possibilities the new building 
offers the golden opportunity; it but remains 
to make the best and most far-sighted use of it. 


THE BUFFALO FREE LIBRARY. 


Tue enabling act authorizing the city of 
Buffalo and the managers of the Buffalo Li- 
brary to enter into a contract for the admin- 
istration of the Buffalo Library as a free public 
library, supported by city appropriation, was 
introduced into the state legislature on Jan. 27, 
as already stated in the L. J. (Feb., p. 104). It 
passed the assembly on Feb. 3, and the senate 
on Feb. 4, was signed by Mayor Jewett, of 
Buffalo, on Feb. 10, and by Governor Black on 
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Feb. 13. On Feb. 15 the proposed contract | the sum of $13,262.50 by subscriptions from 140 


was submitted to the common council by the | 
| chased property fora library. Through care- 


committee in charge. It provides for the trans- 
fer to the city for 99 years, with privilege of 
renewal, of the library, consisting of about 
84,000 books and 10,000 pamphlets, and its 
revenues, etc. The right is reserved by the 
library association to sell any of its real estate, 
excepting the library building, and to devote 
the proceeds to the payment of its debts and 
to use the income of anything remaining for 
the benefit of the free library. The contract 
provides that the city shall maintain the li- 
brary and provide for its care, increase, and 
improvement, and shall make annual appropri- 
ation forthe same. The library is to be man- 
aged by a board of 10 trustees, to consist of 
the president, vice-president, and three man- 
agers of the Buffalo Library, the mayor, cor- 
poration counsel, and the superintendent of 
education, who shall be members of the board, 
ex-officio, and two citizens who shall complete 
the board. The library is to be open 12 hours 
on week-days and 10 hours on Sundays and 
holidays. The cost of maintaining the library 
is set at $70,000 yearly. The contract was re- 
ferred to the finance committee, and on Feb. 20 
was approved by the aldermen; it was ap- 
proved by the library authorities on Feb. 24, 
and on March I was finally signed by the may- 
or and the library trustees. It is hoped that 
by July the library may be opened to the public 
under the new arrangement. 


THE PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


THE new public library building of Peoria, 
Ill., was opened on Feb. 11. It is a three- 
story edifice, 76 feet front by 135 feet deep, in 
the middle of a block on Monroe st., nearly 
opposite the Government Building, ard faces 
southeast, toward the river. The lot on which 
it stands is 108 feet front by 171 feet in depth. 
An alley at the rear gives an open space between 
the lot line and the building of 16 feet, and, most 
of the way, 21 feet, for light and air, and 36 
feet in the rear for future extersion of the stack- 
room. The choice ofa location in the middle of 
a block rather than on a prominent corner was 
determined by several considerations — the 
cheaper cost of the land, the necessity of but 
one front instead of an expensive front on two 
Streets, and greater freedom from the dust and 
noise of streettraffic. Electric cars running to 
every part of the city pass within half a block 
on each side. 

The accompanying view and plan (see front- 
ispiece) show the external appearance and the 
internal arrangements ofthe building. Itisan 
unpretentious, plain, substantial library build- 
ing, planned more with a view to library uses 
than as a city ornament to show strangers. 
The lower story of the front part is of Lake 
Superior sandstone, the upper stories and the 
rear of read brick with stone trimmings, the 
roof of red tile. 

In one respect the history of this library 
building is unique. In the spring of 1865 the 
Mercantile Library Association of Peoria raised 


public-spirited citizens, with which they pur- 


ful management and the advance in values this 
property was sold Dec., 1894, forenough to pay 
for the new library building, which was made a 


| free gift to the city of Peoria, the city only 


paying for the ground on which it was erected 
— 16,000. Not a dollar from taxation went 
into the building, which cost under $70,000, 

The building is larger thanthe present needs 
of the library require, in consequence of which 
the city school board is permitted tooccupy the 
ground floor and the Peoria Art League, with 
its picture gallery, a part of the third floor, un- 
til wanted by the library. 

Thestack-room, whichis practically fireproof, 
is 35 x 64 feet, five 74¢-foot stories high, with 
a capacity for 200,000 v., which, by an ex- 
tension to the alley, can be doubled at slight 
cost and without modifying the present plans. 

A feature of the library that has attracted 
general attention isthe artistic scheme of mural 
decoration planned and executed by two 
Chicago artists, F. C. Peyraud and H. G. Ma- 
ratta. The Peoria library is said to be the first 
municipal building in the west to adopt such 
decoration, and the paintings have been de- 
scribed and discussed in the periodicals and 
daily press of Chicago, New York, and other 
cities. Most of the roomsin the building have 
been tinted simply in colors to harmonize with 
the woodwork and marble panelling, and the 
main decoration has been confined to the 
clerestory of the third floor. Here have been 
placed large allegorical paintings representing 
education in relation to the arts, which form one 
continuous series, set in arched panels and di- 
vided by bas-relief cartouches bearing appro- 
priate inscriptions. The oval ceiling of the 
vestibule has also a symbolical painting, while 
on the wall back of the stairway are placed two 
pictures of direct local association; one an au- 
tumn landscape of the view to be had from 
Prospect Heights, Peoria; the other a local set- 
ting, in which is depicted the landing in 1673 
of Pére Marquette and Louis Joliet on the spot 
where Peoria now stands. 


American Library Association, 


President: W: H. Brett, Public Library, 
Cleveland, O. 

Secretary: Rutherford P. Hayes, Columbus, 
oO. 

Treasurer: C: K. Bolton, Public Library, 
Brookline, Mass. 


197H GENERA! CONFERENCE, PHILADEL- 
PHIA, a1 - 25, 1897. 

THE committee on program for the Philadel- 
phia meeting of the American Library Associa- 
tion have, in conjunction with the Philadelphia 
local committee, so far perfected the arrange- 
ments for the Philadelphia meeting that they 
are able to announce the following preliminary 
program. As is already known the executive 
board, at their meeting in Philadelphia in De- 
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cember, decided to hold the annual meeting in 
Philadelphia, from the 21st to the 25th of June, 
inclusive. 

PROGRAM. 

June 21, Monday evening. — Social meeting 
at Historical Society. 

June 22, Tuesday morning. — President's ad- 
dress; Reports of officers; Reports of commit- 
tees, and other special reports. 

June 22, Tuesday afternoon. — Library legis- 
lation; Public documents; Travelling libraries. 

June 22, Tuesday evening. — Public meeting; 
Addresses by Dr. Wm. Pepper, Mr. Henry 
Howard Furness, Dr. Talcott Williams, Agnes 
Repplier, and others. 

June 23, Wednesday morning. — Two pro- 
grams will be provided, in different halls, one 
treating of college and advanced library work, 
the other dealing with elementary library 
practice, 

une 23, Wednesday afternoon. — Ride to 
Wissahickon. 

June 23, Wednesday evening. — Reception 
and organ concert at Drexel Institute. 

June 24, Thursday morning. — Continuation 
of the program of Wednesday morning. 

June 24, Thursday afternoon. — Books of the 
year; Meeting of Trustees’ Section; Election 
of officers. 

June 24, Thursday evening. — Addresses by 
an educator, a writer, and a librarian. 

June 25, Friday morning. — Miscellaneous pa- 

ers. 

. June 25, Friday afternoon. — Departure for 
European trip and American post-conference 
excursion. 

It is thought best not to announce any names 
until all have been arranged for. We hope to 
present, not later than next month, a complete 
program. The work of making the arrange- 
ments in Philadelphia is in the hands of the 
local committee, of which Mr. Thomson, of the 
Free Libraries, is chairman. In addition to the 
announcements contained in the program, ar- 
rangements are substantially completed for an 
American post-conference excursion which will 
include a visit to the Delaware Water Gap. 

WILLIAM H. Brett, President ; 
RUTHERFORD P. HAveEs, Secretary ; 
Program Committee. 


ENGLISH POST-CONFERENCE, JUNE 26- 
AUGUST a2, 1897. 

Tue European trip committee has issued the 
following circular : 

At the Cleveland Conference of the Ameri- 
can Library Association an invitation to an in- 
ternational meeting in London in July, 1897, 
was received from the Library Association of 
the United Kingdom. This invitation was ac- 
cepted and a committee appointed to make ar- 
rangements for the trip. 

It is hoped and expected that there will be a 
large attendance of leading American Itbrari- 
ans, trustees, and others engaged in library 
work. The following have already expressed 
an intention of attending the conference: 
Messrs, Justin Winsor, Melvil Dewey, Herbert 
Putnam, F. P. Hill, G. W. Cole, W. S. Biscoe, 


E. M. Barton, F. B. Gay, and Misses H. P. 
ang M. Francis, K. E. Sanborn, C. A. Far- 
ey, Mrs. M. H. Curran, and the committee. 

The conference and excursion will afford an 
excellent opportunity to become acquainted 
with the leading English librarians and library 
methods, and to strengthen the bonds which 
already, through our common history and lit- 
erature, bind together the two great English- 
speaking countries. The committee have 
realized that many of those participating will 
be visiting England for the first, and perhaps 
the only, time, and have therefore included in 
the itinerary as many places of historic and 
literary interest as possible. 

By vote of the American Library Association 
all members of the Association and their im- 
mediate families can join the excursion, but 
the registration of other persons, not eligible to 
membership in the Library Association on the 
ground of their being engaged in library work, 
is subject to the approval of the committee. 


ITINERARY. 


June 26, Saturday. A.M. leave Boston on 
the Cunard steamship Cepialonia. 

July 5 or 6, Monday or Tuesday. Arrive at 
Liverpool. 

July 7, Wednesday. In Liverpool (Public Li- 
brary, Walker art gallery). P.M. to Man- 
chester. 

July 8, Thursday. In Manchester (Public 
library and branches, Earl Spencer library). 
Evening to Birmingham. 

July 9, Friday. 1n Birmingham (libraries). 

July 10, Saturday. Kenilworth, Warwick, 
Stratford, and to Leamington. 

July tt, Sunday. In Leamington (an attrac- 
tive watering-place). 

July 12, Monday. A.M. to London. 

July 13-16. Tuesday to Friday. In London 
(International conference of librarians, visits to 
London libraries, etc.). 

July 17-23. English post-conference, under 
the conduct of the Library Association of the 
United Kingdom, probably visiting Salisbury 
(spend Sunday), Stonehenge, Wells, Glaston- 
bury, Cardiff, Bristol, Bath, and Reading, 
reaching Oxford Friday evening, July 23. 

July 24, Saturday. In Oxford (Bodleian Li- 
brary, colleges). 

July 25, Sunday. In Oxford or London. 

July 26-30. In London or elsewhere, as 
suits individual tastes. 

July 31, Saturday. A.M. to Cambridge (Uni- 
versity Library, Public Library, colleges). 

August, Sunday. In Cambridge. 

August 2, Monday. To Ely (cathedral), Lin- 
coln (cathedral), and Sheffield. 

August 3, Tuesday. In Sheffield (Public li- 
brary). 

August 4, Wednesday. To Leeds (Public li- 
brary) and York. 

August 5, Thursday. In York (cathedral, 
city walls and gates, Roman remains). 

August 6, Friday. To Durham (cathedral) 
and Newcastle (libraries). 

August 7, Saturday, To Melrose Abbey, 
Abbotsford, Dryburgh Abbey, and Edinburgh, 
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August 8,9, Sunday and Monday. \n Edin- 
burgh (old and new town, libraries, museums, 
Holyrood). 

August 10, Tuesday. To Glasgow, via Stir- 
ling (castle), Trossachs, and Loch Katrine. 

August 11, Wednesday. In Glasgow (libra- 
ries). P.M. to Liverpool. 

August 12, Thursday. A.M. in Liverpool or 
Chester. P.M. sail. 


August 22, Sunday. Due at Boston. 


TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS, 


All travelling arrangements have been placed 
in the hands of Messrs. Henry Gaze & Sons’ 
tourist agency, whose wide experience guaran- 
tees the comfort of the party. Mr. H. E. 
Davidson, of the Library Bureau, will act for 
the committee and have direct charge of the 
excursion. 

The cost of the whole trip, with the excep- 
tion of the two weeks from July 17 to 31, will 
be $290. 

This sum covers all ocean and railroad travel 
and hotel accommodations and transfer from 
railroad station to hotel when necessary. On 
the steamer the rate ison the basis of four per- 
sons in a room, outside rooms. A few inside 
rooms, accommodating only two in a room, 
can be had at the same price. If outside 
rooms are occupied by three persons, an extra 
charge for each person of $15 each way will be 
made, and if by two persons, an extra charge 
of $25 each. No organized sight-seeing under 
the charge of the tourist agents in the fashion 
of so-called personally conducted tours wil! be 
arranged for, with the exception of the day in 
Warwickshire, the day at Melrose, etc., and the 
day inthe Scotchlakes. 75 pounds of personal 
baggage, besides hand baggage, will be carried 
free. Surplus trunks and heavy ocean cloth- 
ng can be stored at Liverpool until the return. 
It should be stated that the cost is higher than 
was expected because all ocean rates have been 
advanced this season. 

Tickets will be good to return during one 
year on any steamer of the Cunard line on the 
basis of $75 accommodations. Notice of the 
time when one wishes to return should be given 
as early as possible. 

The two weeks from July 17 to 31, not 
covered in the above arrangement, include 
one week which may be spent with the English 
post-conference excursion and a second week 
which may be spent in London or elsewhere 
as each one pleases. It is estimated that the 
expenses of these two weeks and minor expen- 
ses of the remainder of the trip need not ex- 
ceed $75, although a larger amount should be 
taken to cover contingencies. 


REGISTRATION, 


Notice of intention to join the party must be 
received by April 1, or it may not be possible 
to provide accommodations, as the time of sail- 
ing is precisely when the steamers are most 
crowded. 

Berths will be assigned in the order in which 
applications are received. Promptness will 


secure the first choice of accommodations. 
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Persons who have decided to go are re- 
quested notto delay registration in order to 
make choice of room-mates, but to send their 
deposit at once and arrange such details as 
soon as possible thereafter. 

The blank enclosed with circular should be 
filled out at once and sent to the Library Bureau 
with a deposit of $25 foreach person. Ifincon- 
venient to make the full deposit of $25 at once, 
a remittance of $5 will secure registration, but 
the balance of the $25 must be sent before April 
1. The remainder of the full cost of the trip 
must be paid before June §, or state-rooms will 
not be held. Make checks payable to the Li- 
brary Bureau. 

SUMMARY. 


Cost of trip, excluding July 17 to 31, $290. 
The fortnight from July 17 to 31, and other 
necessary expenses, from $75 upwards. 
Extra charge for extra accommodations on 
steamer as above. 
Deposit of $25 to be sent before April 1 to 
the Library Bureau. 
Address all correspondence to H. E. David- 
son, Library Bureau, 146 Franklin St., Boston, 
C. LANE, Boston, Chairman, 
GARDNER M. Jonss, Salem, Sceretary, 
Ws. I. FLetcHer, Amherst, Mass. 
Miss C. M. Hewins, Hartford, Ct. 
Miss M. W. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
European Trip Committee. 
Boston, March 1897. 


PUBLISHING SECTION. 
PRINTED CATALOG CARDS, 


Tue Publishing Section has issued the fol- 
lowing announcement: 

The circular sent out in December, 1896, of- 
fering to furnish printed catalog cards, to be 
selected by the purchaser from an advanced list 
of titles, has brought so few responses that the 
Publishing Section will not attempt at present 
to carry out this plan, but will continue, as 
heretofore, to print cards for the current books 
as published, and receive subscriptions for the 
whole set. To assure the continuance of this 
work on a Satisfactory basis it is very desirable 
that the number of subscribers should be fur- 
ther increased. 

It is possible that the Publishing Section can 
perform an acceptable service by providing 
catalog cards for articles contained in certain 
periodicals, society transactions, or books of a 
composite nature, such as 

One hundred years of American commerce, 
edited by C. M. Depew. 

Biographies reprinted from the 7imes. 

Bulletin and Memoirs of the Museum of 
Comparative Zodlogy. 

Annual report of the Bureau of Ethnology, 
etc. 

The secretary would be glad to have advice 
and suggestions on this point from librarians, 
and to receive lists of such publications for 
which libraries would like to have printed cata- 
log cards sent tothem, 

W. C. LANE, Secretary 

Boston | 

February, 1897. 
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State Librarp Commissions, 


Connecticut F. P. L. Commitree: Caroline 
M. Hewins, secretary, Public Library, Hart- 
ford. 

MASSACHUSETTS STATE L. ComMIssION: Miss 
E. P. Sohier, secretary, Beverly. 


Tue Massachusetts commission has issued 
its seventh annual report (40 p. O.), covering 
the work accomplished in 1896, Evidently, so 
far as theestablishing of libraries isconcerned, 
it will not be long be ore the commission finds 
its occupation gone, for there are now but 19 
towns in the state that are without a free li- 
brary. Of these, two have the free use of 
adjacent libraries, and of the remaining 17 four 
or five are maturing plans for the formation of 
a library, while in nearly all the others there 
are good association libraries. But there is no 
lack of other directions in which the commis- 
sion is of direct helpfulness to the libraries, 
and its work as a supervising and advisory 
body shows no sign of diminishing. Requests 
for advice and information have been received 
not only from residents of the state, but from 
persons all over the country, while a number 
of inquirers have remained anonymous, pre- 
ferring ‘‘ that even their names or the localities 
they designed to benefit should be unknown to 
the members of the commission.” ‘‘ There is 
hardly a detail relative to the selection ofa site, 
the plan, the material for construction, the 
heating, lighting, ventilation, the external 
ornamentation or the interior finish, the ar- 
rangement of the rooms, the shelving and the 
manifold conveniences for the economic and 
systematic administration of a library building 
that has not been the subject of frequent in- 
quiry,” while information as to selection, pur- 
chase, classification, and arrangement of books, 
methods of work with the schools, extension of 
reference work, co-operation with clubs and 
associations, and means of raising the standard 
of reading, is constantly sought. During the 
year four towns have been supplied with books 
under the act of 1890, three towns have received 
books underthe act of 1892, and one town (Peru) 
has been given books under the special act of 
1896 to replace its library, which was destroyed 
by fire. The 18 travelling libraries of the Wom- 
an's Education Association are among the 
most valuable auxiliaries of the commission. 
The record of gifts and bequests to Massachu- 
setts libraries during 1896 includes 16 cities or 
towns. 

Besides its summary of work accomplished, 
the report contains a useful frecis of ‘* state 
effort to establish free libraries,” giving the laws 
now existing in the various states with a note 
on legislation now pending, and a suggestive 
account of ‘‘the use of libraries by children,” 
with hints for strengthening the relations be- 
tween libraries and schools. The record of 
library legislation is an especially valuable 
feature and should be widely useful. Ap- 
pended are the usual ‘‘ Roll of honor,” listing 
givers of free library buildings in Massachu- 
setts, and the library laws of the state, 


New Hawmpsuire State L. Commission: J. H. 
Whittier, secretary, East Rochester. 

New York: Pustic Lipraries Division, State 
University, Melvil Dewey, director, Albany. 

Onto Strate L. Commission: C, B. Galbreath, 
secretary, State Library, Columbus. 

VERMONT STATE L. Commission: Miss M. L. 
Titcomb, secretary, Free Library, Rutland. 

Wisconsin F. L. Commission: Miss L. E. 
Stearns, secretary, Public Library, Mil- 
waukee, 


State Librarn Associations. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL CALI- 
FORNIA, 


President : J. C. Rowell, University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley. 

Secretary: A. M. Jellison, Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute Library, San Francisco. 

Treasurer: A. J. Cleary, Odd Fellows’ Li- 
brary, San Francisco. 


COLORADO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: A. E, Whitaker, State University 
Library, Boulder. 

Secretary: Herbert E. Richie, City Library, 
Denver. 

Treasurer: J. W. Chapman, McClelland Li- 
brary, Pueblo. 


Tue February meeting of the association was 
held at Boulder on the 12th. The best part of 
the day was spent by the visiting members in 
inspecting the state university and particu- 
larly its library, which is in charge of Mr. A. 
E. Whitaker, president of the association, who 
was our guide and instructor. 

The meeting proper was held in the Congre- 
gational church with a large and much inter- 
ested audience present. 

The program was arranged with the idea of 
creating public interest in the question of 
establishing a public library in Boulder, and 
the Rev. Charles Caverno first addressed the 
meeting on that subject. Dr. Caverno was of 
the opinion that when the citizens of a town 
wanted a library the way to get it was to start 
right to work and do it without any red tape 
or preliminaries. He therefore introduced a 
resolution to the effect that the Colorado Li- 
brary Association select a committee of citizens 
to canvass the town and consider ways and 
means oforganizing. This committee, consist- 
ing of five members, was duly appointed and 
instructed to report at a public meeting to be 
called by them on or before May 1, 1897. 

Mr. G. M. Lee, the chairman of the com- 
mittee on legislation, then made a report on the 
progress of the bill now pending to establish a 
state library commission. Mr. Lee’s report 
was highly encouraging although not certain 
for the passage of the bill. 

Mr. J. C. Dana then spoke on the subject 
**A library building for a growing town.” Mr. 
Dana exhibited a set of building plans drawn 
with the view of starting on a small scale and 
occupying only a part of the building and using 
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more as growth demanded, the remaining por- 
tion of the building being suitable for offices or 
stores. After a discussion of these plans the 
meeting adjourned. 
H. E. Ricnir, Secretary. 

CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: Frank B. Gay, Watkiason Li- 
brary, Hartford. 

Secretary: Miss Angeline Scott, Public Li- 
brary, South Norwalk. 

Treasurer: Miss Anna G. Rockwell, 
Britain Institute, New Britain. 


ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 


President: Col. J. W. Thompson, Public Li- 
brary, Evanston. 
Secretary: Miss Ange V. Milner, State Nor- 
mal College, Normal. 
Treasurer: P. F. Bicknell, 
Illinois, Champaign. 
INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 


President; Miss Elizabeth D. Swan, Purdue 
University, Lafayette. 

Secretary and Treasurer: Miss M. E. Ahern, 
Library Bureau, 125 Franklin street, Chicago 


New 


University of 


JOWA LIBRARY SOCIETY. 


President ; W. H. Johnston, Public Library, 
Fort Dodge. 
Secretary: Miss Ella McLoney, Public Li- 


brary, Des Moines. 
MAINE LIBRARY ASSOCIA TION. 


President: E. W. Hall, Colby University, 
Waterville. 

Secretary: Miss Fernald, State College, 
Orono. 

Z7reasurer: Prof. G: T. Little, Bowdoin Col- 
lege, Brunswick. 


MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: Herbert Putnam, Public Library, 
Boston. 

Secretary: W:H. Tillinghast, Harvard Col- 
lege Library, Cambridge. 

Treasurer: Miss A. L. Sargent, Public Li- 
brary, Medford. 


LIST OF SELECT FICTION, 


Tue special committee on the “ Lists of se- 
lect fiction’ has sent the following letter to the 
various state and local library associations and 
clubs: 

Some time ago the Massachusetts Library 
Club sent out a series of questions regarding 
the ‘‘ Lists of select fiction,” which it pub- 
lished for the year Sept., 1895-Aug., 1896. 

The answers to these questions showed that 
the lists were helpful to many libraries and 
worth being continued. The club has not the 
money, to do this work alone, and, therefore, 
appointed a special committee to learn if the 
other library associations and individuals were 
disposed to co-operate with the club, especially 
as to expense. 

Will your association be willing to give for 
this purpose $10 or more a year for three 
years? Of courseif the lists could be riade to 


pay for themselves after the first year the 
amount guaranteed by your association for 
the remaining two years would not be called 
for. 

If the executive board of your association 
has not the power to do this, will you present 
the question at the next meeting and report as 
early as possible ? 

Nina E, Browne, 
C. WELLMAN, 
GARDNER M. JONEs, 
Committee. 
Boston ATHEN«AUM, | 
March, 1897. 
NEXT MEETING, 

The next meeting of the club will probably 
be held in Boston in April, and will take up 
the subject of book illustration in various 
phases. 

MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: H: M. Utley, Public Library, 
Detroit. 

Secretary: Mrs. A. F. Parsons, 
brary, Bay City. 

Treasurer: Miss Lucy Ball, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids. 

MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
President ;: Dr. W: W. Folwell, State Univer 

sity, Minneapolis. 

Secretary and Treasurer: Miss Gratia Coun- 
tryman, Public Library, Minneapolis. 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: W. E. Jillson, Doane College, 
Crete. 

Secretary: Miss Mary L. Jones, State Univer- 
sity, Lincoln. 

Treasurer: Mrs. M. E. Abell, 
brary, Beatrice. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: A. H. Chase, Concord. 

Secretary: Miss Grace Blanchard, Public 
Library, Concord. 

Treasurer: Miss A. E. Pickering, Public Li- 
brary, Newington. 

NEW FJERSEV LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
President: J: B. Thompson, Trenton, N. J. 
Secretary: Miss Beatrice Winser, Public Li- 

brary, Newark. 

Treasurer: Miss Emma L. Adams, Public 
Library, Plainfield. 


FIRST JOINT MEETING WITH PENNSYLVANIA LIBRA- 
RY CLUB, ATLANTIC CITY, APRIL § — 6, 1897. 
THE first joint meeting of the New Jersey 

and Pennsylvania Library Associations will be 

held at Atlantic City, Monday and Tuesday, 

April 5-6, 1897. Fromreturns already received 

the attendance will be over 100, 

After consultation with the Atlantic City 
local committee the following announcement 
is made: 

The P. R. R. has been selected forthe official 
route, and the rate of fare will be: 

From N. Y. to Atlantic City and return $5.00, 

From Phila. 1.75+ 

Special cars for exclusive use of members 
will be attached to train leaving N. Y. Satur- 
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day, April 3, 1:50 p.m., Phila. 4 p.m., and 
Monday if time of departure is given to the 
secretaries. 

The Grand Atlantic Hotel, Virginia Ave. 
and the beach, will be the headquarters. This 
hotel has accommodation for 700, and gives 
the associations the use of its hall with seat- 
ing capacity of 200. Rates: one day or less, 
$2.50; Saturday to Tuesday, or any other 
three days, $2.25 per day; week, $15. 

The Atlantic City reception committee, of 
which Mayor Stoy is president and Mr. Scull, 
secretary, will attend to the welfare of the 
party, and on Monday evening the associations 
will be received by the mayor; a business ses- 
sion will follow. Tuesday, at 9:30 a.m., a sec- 
ond session willbe held, the party leaving on 
p-m. trains. 

The following are among the topics to be 
discussed: ‘‘ What the state could do for free 
public libraries,” ‘‘ Some aims and prospects 
of the Princeton University Library,” ‘* The 
effect of a free public library on the commu- 
nity,” and ‘* The public library and the child.” 

Librarians who may not be members of either 
association are cordially invited to attend this 
meeting and take part in the deliberations. 
Atlantic City is at its bestin April. Any one 
who intends to be present should send name to 
Beatrice Winser, public librarian, Newark, or 
Mary P. Farr, Public Library, Philadelphia. 


NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President; A. L. Peck, Public Library, 
Gloversville. 
Secretary: W: R. Eastman, State Library, 


Albany. 
Treasurer: N. Wing, Chas. Scribner's 


Sons, 153 Fifth avenue, New York City. 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President ; A. W. Whelpley, Public Library, 


Cincinnati. 
Secretary: Miss E. C. Doren, Public Library, 


Dayton, 
Treasurer: C. B. Galbreath, State Library, 


Columbus. 
PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: Henry J. Carr, Public Library, 


Scranton. 
Secretary: Miss Mary P. Farr, Girls’ Normal 


School, Philadelphia. 
Treasurer: Miss Helen G. Sheldon, Drexel 


Institute, Philadelphia. 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: W: M. Stevenson, Carnegie Li- 


brary, Allegheny. 
Secretary- Treasurer: W: R. Watson, Carnegie 


Library, Pittsburgh. 


VERMONT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 


President; Miss S. C. Hagar, Fletcher Free 
Library, Burlington. 

Secretary: Miss M. L. Titcomb, Free Li- 
brary, Rutland. 

Treasurer: E. F. Holbrook, Proctor. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President; Dr. E. A. Birge, City Library, 
Madison, Wis. 

Secretary: Miss Agnes Van Valkenburgh, 
Public Library, Milwaukee. 

7reasurer: Miss Maude A. Earley, Public 
Library, Chippewa Falls. 


Tue sixth annual conference of the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association was held at Milwaukee, 
Wis., on Feb. 22 and 23, 1897. The following 
libraries were represented: Appleton, Ash- 
land, Beaver Dam, Beloit, Eau Claire, Fond 
du Lac, Fort Atkinson, Grand Rapids, Green 
Bay, Janesville, Madison, Menomonie, Mon- 
roe, Oconomowoc, Oshkosh, Sheboygan, Two 
Rivers, Wauwatosa, West Superior ; the State 
Historical and University libraries of Madi- 
son, Wis.; the Whitewater, Platteville, and 
Stevens Point no:mal schools; the Armour In- 
stitute of Technology ; the Public Library of 
Chicago; and the Evanston (Ill.) Public Li- 
brary. The State Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
the Woman's School Alliance, and the National 
Household Economic Association, were rep- 
resented by a number of delegates. 

The sessions were opened in the large refer- 
ence-room with an address of welcome by J. 
M. Pereles, president of the Milwaukee Public 
Library board, to which response was made by 
F. A. Hutchins, president of the association. 
Mr. Hutchins then made a talk on ‘‘ Travelling 
libraries in Wisconsin.” Mr. Hutchins stated 
that Senator Stout's libraries had become so 
popular that the original 16 travelling libraries 
had been increased to 36 — the number of books 
in the last 10 purchased having been increased 
from 30 to 40 books each, the additions being 
r.ainly copies of children’s books. The talk 
was illustrated with a sample library and photo- 
graphs of the localities to which the books are 
sent. 

Mr. Hutchins was followed by Miss Janet 
M. Green, secretary of the Northern Wiscon- 
sin Travelling Library Association, who read a 
paper on the work done by that organization. 
The association has received donations from 
all parts of the country and isin a prosperous 
condition. Much interest is evinced in the 
work in the northern counties. 

The secretary read a letter from the librarian 
of one of the Witter travelling libraries in 
Wood county, expressing great appreciation 
of the donor's kindness. 

Miss M. L. Clark, vice-president for Wis- 
consin of the National Household Economic 
Association, read the resolutions passed at the 
recent session of that body, endorsing the 
travelling library movement and pledging co- 
operation in the movement as the best means 
for diffusing literature on sanitary and house- 
hold subjects in the rural districts. 

‘** Travelling pictures " was the subject of an 
interesting paper by Miss Mary E. Tanner, 
teacher of drawing at the Stevens Point Nor- 
mal School. Miss Tanner explained ways of 
mounting the pictures, and exhibited a number 
of pictures similar to those now being circu- 
lated in Wood county. Miss Tanner's illustra- 
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tions were reinforced by an exhibition by Mrs. 
W. W. Sherman, of Milwaukee, of large pho- 
tographs suitable for such purposes. 

Senator J. H. Stout, of Menomonie, Wis., 
opened the general discussion of travelling li- 
braries and pictures. Senator Stout referred 
to the bill now pending in the state legislature, 
which provides for an increased appropriation 
for the use of the state library commission, 
and stated that it was hoped to start a state 
system of travelling libraries in the near fut- 
ure. Senator Stout advocated the organiza- 
tion of associations in the country districts for 
the discussion of such topics as ‘‘ good roads,” 
as he considered good roads to be an important 
factor in the furtherance of the travelling li- 
brary movement. Mr. Stout was followed by 
Dr. E. A. Birge, Madison, Wis., and Rev. S. E, 
Lathrop, of Ashland. 

Upon the conclusion of the afternoon's ad- 
dresses the 80 delegates from out of town were 
invited to gather around two large round ta- 
bles, upon which supper was served by the 
members of the Milwaukee Library Round 
Table. Opportunity was given for an inspec- 
tion of the library before the opening of the 
evening session, which was devoted to the 
trustees’ section, and presided over by Dr. E. 
A. Birge, trustee of the city library at Madison. 
In opening the discussion, Dr. Birge alluded 
to the rapid growth of the association and the 
increasing interest taken in its sessions. He 
spoke of the education the trustees and libra- 
rians were receiving through the discussions 
at the annual meetings, and stated that things 
had not been going so well for the lazy trustee 
and the indifferent librarian since the organi- 
zation of the association. Communities were 
becoming aroused to the importance of the 
part libraries may take in the education of the 
people, which fact augured well forthe further 
advancement of library interests. 

Mrs. E. E. Vaughn, founder of the Vaughn 
Library at Ashland, Wis., then spoke on the 
‘*Responsibility of the trustee to the library.” 
Mrs. Vaughn made a plea for sympathetic in- 
terest in the library on the part of the trustee, 
andalso urged the appointment of trained libra- 
rians at the head of small libraries, thus reliev- 
ing trustees from much of the labor involved 
in the management of the library. Dr. Peck- 
ham, of the Milwaukee Public Library, spoke 
from the dual capacity of trustee and librarian, 
having been a member of the Milwaukee library 
board for many years before assuming the posi- 
tion of librarian. Dr. Peckham stated that a 
distinct line should be drawn between the work 
of the trustee and the work of the librarian. 
The librarian should be in every sense the 
executive officer of the library, the board de- 
termining the general policy of the institu- 
tion. 

Dr. Peckham was followed by the Hon. John 
Johnston, trustee of the Milwaukee Library. 
Mr. Johnston said that the dutv of library 
trustees was plain; that they should first select 
the best librarian to be found and then let him 
do as he pleased. 

Dr. Birge then called upon Col. J. W. Thomp- 
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son, president of the Illinois State Library As- 
sociation and trustee of the Evanston (Ill.) 
Public Library. Col. Thompson stated that 
the relation between the trustee and librarian 
should be that of mutual confidence and cor- 
diality; that there should be oneness of effort 
and oneness of aim. 

Miss Cornelia Marvin, reference librarian of 
the Armour Institute of Technology, then read 
a most comprehensive paper on ‘* Library train- 
ing schools.” In the discussion following, Dr. 
Birge, as one of the directors of the University 
Summer School, paid a high tribute to the able 
manner in which the Library Summer School 
had been conducted by Miss Katharine L. 
Sharp, of Chicago. 

Mrs. Chas. S. Morris, president of the State 
Federation of Women's Clubs, then read a paper 
which had been deferred from the afternoon 
meeting, on ‘‘ Travelling libraries and study 
clubs.” Mrs. Morris's paper was one of the 
best of the conference. It referred to the 
efforts being made by the clubs in Wisconsin 
for the establishment of travelling reference 
libraries, and pledged the heartiest co-operation 
in the state travelling library movement. One 
of the first committees to be appointed by the 
new federation was that on library co-opera- 
tion. 

The session on Tuesday moining partook of 
the nature of a round table conference and was 
opened by a paper on the ** Wisconsin summer 
school of library science,” written by Miss Mar- 
garet G, Pierce, of Cleveland, Ohio, and read 
by the secretary. Miss Pierce spoke of the 
school as inspiring new ideals, its sessions be- 
ing deemed of the utmost helpfulness to those 
experienced and inexperienced in the library 
profession. 

Miss Sue C. Nichols, of Fort Atkinson, 
Wis., then made a talk on the question ‘' Shall 
we give access to shelves?” A vote taken 
after the discussion showed that a large ma- 
jority of the librarians present allowed patrons 
to help themselves. 

Mrs. Sarah H. Miner, Madison, Wis., then 
opened the discussion of ‘‘ The two-book sys- 
tem” by acomprehensive paper onthe methods 
and purposes of the modern innovation. In 
small libraries it was deemed advisable to limit 
borrowers to one work of fiction at a time, and 
the general opinion was in favor of restrict- 
ing the privilege to adults, to prevent over- 
reading on the part of the children. 

Miss Mary J]. Doolittle, Beaver Dam, Wis., 
advocated the purchase of duplicates of the 
best books, rather than an attempt to get a 
variety of mediocre literature. 

Miss Agnes Van Valkenburgh, of the Mil- 
waukee Public Library, made a plea for the 
purchase of many good popular novels and 
protested against attempts at keep'ng down the 
percentage of fiction to the detriment of the li- 
brary’s popularity among hard-working people. 

‘* Foreign fiction in small libraries"’ was the 
subject of an interesting paper by Miss Lucy 
Lee Pleasants, of the Menasha Public Library. 
Miss Pleasants urged the purchase of books 
for the foreign population in their native 
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tongue on the pleas of taxation and public hap- 
piness. 

In A diffident child's first visit toa library” 
Miss Minnie M. Oakley, Madison, Wis., al- 
lowed the child to speak for herself, and she 
told in an entertaining way of her visits to the 
‘*Centerburg,” Beaver Dam, Milwaukee, Min- 
neapolis, and Jamestown (N. Y.) public li- 
braries and of the receptions she was accorded 
at each. 

The question-box was then opened and found 
to contain questions on the best magazine bind- 
ings, hours of opening, reservation of books, 
etc., etc., the questions being answered by the 
committee of the whole. 

The delegates assembled after dinner at the 
State Normal School for the ‘‘ Libraries and 
schools” session, which had been planned 
with a view to interesting the future teachers 
in the mutual relations which should exist be- 
ween the two great factors in education, 

Miss M. E. Ahern, Chicago, Ill., secretary of 
the library section of the National Educational 
Association, read a paper on the objects and 
aims of the library section. Miss Ahern, on 
behalf of the section, requested that delegates 
be appointed from the library association to 
attend the forthcoming meeting of the N. E. A. 
in Milwaukee, in July, 1897. The entire mem- 
bership of the Wisconsin Library Association 
will constitute the delegation to this meeting. 

Miss Irene Warren, librarian of the Stevens 
Point Normal School, read an interesting paper 
on the ‘‘ Normal School Library.” Miss Warren 
has library reading classes, gives instruction 
in the use of books, etc., and has started home 
libraries as object lessons to students along 
philanthropic lines. Miss Warren's paper was 
discussed by Miss L. P. Swan, of the West 
Superior (Wis.) Normal School, and by Miss 
Schreiber, of the Milwaukee Normal School. 

** The use and abuse of township libraries” 
was the subject of an interesting paper by W. 
H. Cheever, institute conductor at the Milwau- 
kee Normal School. This paper will undoubt- 
edly be published in the next biennial report of 
the state library commission. 

Miss Mary E. Dousman, of the Milwaukee 
Library, discussed ‘‘The best 25 books for 
children from five to t1years of age,” and Miss 
Anna H. McDonnell, of the Green Bay Public 
Library, performed a like service for the best 
25 books for children from 11 to 16 years of 
age. The lists of books were printed by the 
state library commission and were distributed 
at the meeting. (These lists will be sent to all 
who desire them.) 

Miss Mary F. Hall, primary supervisor of 
the Milwaukee schools, read a most original 
and helpful paper on ‘‘ Books of Adventure for 
Boys,” which it is hoped will be printed by the 
commission for general distribution, 

At the short business session in the morning 
the president and secretary declined re-election 
and the following officers were thereupon elect- 
ed: President, Dr. E. A. Birge, trustee City 
Library, Madison; First vice-president, Dr. 
G. W. Peckham, librarian Milwaukee Pub- 
lic Library; Second vice-president, Mrs. E. E. 


Vaughn, founder Vaughn Library, Ashland ; 
Secretary, Miss Agnes Van Valkenburgh, 
Milwaukee Public Library; Treasurer, Miss 
Maude A. Earley, librarian Chippewa Falls 
Public Library. L. E. STEARNS, Secretary. 


NORTH WISCONSIN TRAVELLING LIBRARY 
ASSOCIA TION, 
President ; Mrs. E. E. Vaughn, Ashland. 
Librarian and Treasurer» Miss Janet Green, 
Vaughn Library, Ashland. 


Library Clubs. 


CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB. 


President; Anderson H. Hopkins, John 
Crerar Library. 

Secretary ; Miss Margaret Mann, Armour In- 
stitute, Chicago, 

Treasurer: W. W. Bishop, Garrett Biblical 
Institute. 


By invitation of Mr. C. W. Andrews the 
Chicago Library Club held its 34th regular 
meeting at the John Crerar Library, Thursday 
evening, Jan. 7, at eight o'clock. 

The meeting was called to order by the pres- 
ident, Mr. A. H. Hopkins, who announced the 
appointments of committees to undertake the 
work of the compilation and publication of the 
union list of periodicals which is to be pub- 
lished by the club. 

Mr. Andrews, chairman of the committee on 
editing, reperted that he had received assur- 
ance from the chairman of the committee on 
finance that the club might count on sufficient 
pecuniary assistance for the printing of sucha 
list. He said that the committee had voted 
that the club request the librarians of the larger 
libraries of Chicago and vicinity to state how 
far they would be willing to assist the club in 
the preparation of the list in as complete a form 
as possible. 

Mr. Hild, chairman of the committee on 
finance, reported that no definite amount had 
been secured, but the committee had no doubt 
of receiving adequate help from all the larger 
libraries and many of the smaller ones. 

Following Mr. Hild’s report, the paper of the 
evening, ‘‘ Libraries from the outside,” was 
read by Mr. H. T. Sudduth. After touching 
upon the subject of free access to books his- 
torically, the practical side was taken up, and 
a plan outlined which would admit all readers 
tothe shelves even in the largest public library. 

It was hoped that Mr. Norman Williams, 
president of the John Crerar Library board, 
would be present to say something of the 
founder, and the inception and scope of the li- 
brary. In his absence Mr. Andrews, librarian 
of the John Crerar Library, spoke briefly of the 
plans and scope of the library, and gave a 
very cordial welcome to the club upon this, the 
first public meeting held in the new library. 
The members of the club then spent a pleas- 
ant hour looking about the library, its beauti- 
ful rooms and very complete equipment. Re- 
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freshments were served by the young ladies 
of the library staff. Mary B. Linpsay, 
Secretary pro tom. 


Tuk February meeting of the club was held 
in the rooms of the Free Fublic Library of Evan- 
ston, Ill., Thursday evening, Feb. 4, at 7:30. 

The usual business of the club was first 
transacted, and the members were notified of 
the resignation of Miss May L. Bennett as 
secretary, and the election of Miss Margaret 
Mann, of Armour Institute of Technology, to 
succeed Miss Bennett. 

The first paper of the evening was by Mr. G. 
B. Meleney, of the Library Bureau, on ‘‘ New 
devices in library appliances.” 
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THE 21st meeting of the Library Association 


| of Washington City was held at the Columbian 


University on Feb, 24, 1897, Mr. W. P. Cutterin 
the chair. 
It was sta‘ed that the next meeting would be 


| held March 31 in the Temple of the Supreme 


Council of the 33d Degree of the A. and A. 


| Scottish Rite of Free Masonry, which has been 


kindly tendered the association for that pur- 
pose. The association expect to have with 
them as guests, on that occasion, Miss Mary W. 
Plummer and the library cless of the Pratt In- 
stitute. 


The election of Mr. W. L. Boyden to mem- 


| bership was also announced. 


Mr. Meleney said that with the consent of | 


the president, he would not confine his remarks 
to library appliances, but would speak on sub- 
jects of general interest to the librarian. He 
stated that the Library Bureau did not lead in 
library devices, but rather followed the sug- 
gestions and demands of the librarian. 

The remainder of the program was given up 
to a series of pipers prepared by assistants in 
the libraries in and about Chicago, and de- 
voted to subjects of interest in the libraries rep- 
resented. 

The first was by Miss Margaret Mann, of 
Armour Institute of Technology, who told how 
the instruction in cataloging is given to the li- 
brary training class. 

Mr. Carl Roden, of the cataloging department 


Mr. Parsons was called upon, as chairn an of 
the handbook committee, to give a statement 
of the progress made by that committee. He 
said that frequent meetings had been held, 
blanks prepared, and sent to all libraries inthe 
district, for information desired ; and as this 
data is received, it is putin shape for the print- 
er. Theeffort of the committee is to make this 


| book as useful as possible to librarians, both 


here and away from the city, by describing as 
far as may be the classes in which each library 
is strong, so that persons desiring a given 


| work can tell which will be the most likely 


of the Chicago Public Library, described the | 


new public card catalog which has been in 
progress since 1893, and which represents a 
cost of about $20,000. 

Miss Sarah Dickinson, who has charge of the 
periodicals at the John Crerar Library, gave an 
interesting account of the method of keeping 
the records of the large number of periodicals 
subscribed for by this library. 

‘*Shorter titles under subject entries"’ was 
the subject of the next paper, presented by 
Miss McIlvaine, ofthe Newberry Library. The 
last paper told of the work which is being car- 
ried on by the Free Public Library of Evanston 
with the public schools. This subject was pre- 
sented by Miss Alling, of the Evanston Library. 

At the close a social hour was spent, and 
light refreshments were served. 

MARGARET MANN, Secrefary. 


MILWAUKEE LIBRARY ROUND TABLE. 
**A little work, a little play 
To keep us going — and so, good-day!"’ 
NEW VORK LIBRARY CLUB, 
President: Miss M. W. Plummer, Pratt In- 
stitute Library, Brooklyn. 
Secretary: Miss J. A. Rathbone, Pratt In- 
stitute Library, Brooklyn. 
Treasurer: Miss Elizabeth Tuttle, Long 
Island Historical Society, Brooklyn. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON 
CITY. 


President: W. P. Cutter, U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture. 
Secretary and Treasurer: F.H. Parsons, U. 


S. Naval Observatory. 


place to find it. 

The paper of the evening was then read by 
Dr. Cyrus Adler, entitled ‘‘ The Library of the 
Smithsonian Institution.” It was an historical 
account of that library from its inception to 
date, and contained an amount ef information 


| which will be of great value to all when print- 


ed. The attention wh'ch was given it, andthe 
questions which were asked the author upon its 
completion showed how much it was enjoyed 
by the hearers. 

F. H. PARsons, Secretary. 


Cibrarp Schools and Craining Classes. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY SCHOOL. 
PREPARATION OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES, 


THE original bibliography which must be 
submitted as one of the conditions of gradua- 
tion in the school is one of the important feat- 
ures of the senior year, and no part of the 
school-work is done with greater thoroughness 
or enthusiasm. 

The students in choosing subjects and the 
faculty in approving them are exceedingly anx- 
ious to secure those which will be of practical 
value. 

The bibliography on municipal government 
has been sent to Providence, Chicago, Leland 
Stanford University, New York, and Phila- 
delphia, for the temporary use of persons 
wishing to consult it. We should be glad to 
receive suggestions from librarians, teachers, 
leaders of clubs, or specialists, as to subjects 
for which they wish bibliographies or reading 
lists. 

A list is appended of work in this line which 
has been completed: 
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Phillips Brooks. G: W. C. Stockwell, '95. 
Hawthorne. N. E. Browne, ‘89. 

Ben Jonson. Mrs. M. (W.) Loomis, ‘90. 
Charles Kingsley. E. E. Burdick, ’90. 
John Lothrop Motley. M. E. Robbins, ‘92. 

Charles Sumner. H. W. Denio, ’94. 

Bayard Taylor. W:S. Burns, ‘gt. 

John Wesley. E. L. Foote, 92. 

Poems on Lincoln, Grant, Sherman, and 
Sheridan. M. L. Sutliff, "93. 

Members of the A. L. A. H. C. Silliman, 
"95. 

Lists of books for children. J. Y. Middleton, 
Higher criticism of the Old Testament. 
(Select.) Rev. W: R. Eastman, ‘o2. 

Christian art. (Select.) M. L. Davis, '92. 

Church history. (Reading list.) Elizabeth 
Harvey, ‘90. 

Religious denominations of the U.S. (Se- 
lect.) G: F. Bowerman, ’95. 

Municipal government in the U. S. M. L. 
Jones, ‘92; J. A. Rathbone, '93; E. D. Biscoe, 


New philanthropy. (Reading list.) H. G. 
Sheldon, 

Education of women. M. E. Hawley, ‘93. 

Consolidated index to university extension 
periodicals. Myrtilla Avery, ‘95. 

Fairy-tales for children, (Select.) F. J. Ol- 
cott, "96. 

English works on King Arthur and the Round 
Table. F. R. Curtis, '96. 

Out-of-door books. (Select.) H.H. Stanley, 
5. 
Art of the r7th century. (Reading list.) N. 
M. Pond, ‘96. 

Some famous cathedrals. (Reading list.) L. 
M. Sutermeister, ‘90. 

Ten great paintings. (Reading list.) Ada 
Bunnell, 

Greek and Latin plays produced by schools, 
colleges, and universities in the U.S. G: G. 
Champlin, 

Angling, supplementing Westwood and 
Satchell’s Bibliotheca piscatoria. Henrietta 
Church, '93. 

English literature of later r8thcentury. (Se- 
lect.) M.. C. Swayze, '89. 

Fiction for girls. (Select) A. B. Kroeger, 

Graded list of history and travel prepared in 
the Lincoln (Nebraska) Public Library for the 
use of the Lincoln public schools. E. D. Bul- 
lock, ‘94. 

Books to read before going to Europe. 
(Reading list.) S. W. Cattell, ’go. 

Maryland : colonial and revolutionary his- 
tory. W. I. Bullock, ‘92. 

English and American explorations in Africa 
since 1824. (Reading list.) H.. W. Rice, 
Travel in America. (Reading list.) C: W. 
Plympton, ‘or. 

Literature relating to the Hudson river. M. 
T. Wheeler, ‘ot. 

Travels west of the Mississippi prior to 1855: 
a partial bibliography of printed personal nar- 
ratives. K. L. Sharp, '92. 


Josephine and the womenof hertime. Mary 
Ellis, ‘92. 

200 books on biography for a popular library. 
(Select.) Mabel Temple, ‘go. 

History of the 17th century. (Reading list.) 
G. F. Leonard, ’95. 

Edinburgh. (Reading list.) W. G. Forsyth, 
Venice. (Reading list.) Helen Sperry, '94. 

Japan. (Reading list.) H.. K. Gay, ’95. 

Colonial New England. (Reading list.) M. 
C. Wilson, ‘95. 

Consolidated classified index to the LIBRARY 
JOURNAL, Vv. 1-9. R. Macky,'92; J. L. 
Christman, '93; C. S. Hawes, '94. 

Cap and gown: some college verse. J. L. 
Harrison, 


ANNUAL VISIT. 


The school will visit the libraries of New 
York and vicinity, April 13-23. 
Mary S. 


NEW QUARTERS. 


The Library School took possession in Feb- 
ruary of its new rooms on the fifth floor of the 
capitol. These are directly over the old quar- 
ters, 60 feet higher. They are reached by 
three elevators, and besides the finer view, the 
quiet and freedom from dust — because so much 
further from the street — they have much bet- 
ter ventilation and light and more abundant 
roo Instead of the tables heretofore used, 
the students are supplied with standard desks 
and each with an electric student-lamp. Large 
new coat and toilet rooms have been provided, 
and the school begins its second decade by oc- 
cupying quarters better adapted to its work 
than it has ever before enjoyed. 


OMISSION OF SUMMER SESSION OF 1897. 


Two reasons have determined the faculty to 
omit the summer session of the Library School 
for 1897. 

1. The confusion and labor incident to trans- 
ferring the school and all its collections to en- 
tirely new quarters on the upper floor of the 
capitol. 

2. The large number who will be abroad this 
summer attending the International Library 
Congress in London. 


PRATT INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL, 


A GRADUATE association of the Pratt Institute 
Library School was formed on Jan. 14, on the 
occasion of the joint meeting of the New York 
State Library Association and the New York 
Library Club. About 30 graduates were pres- 
ent, and the meeting was organized by the 
election of Miss Wallis, class of "95, as tempo- 
rary chairman. Miss Plummer was called upon 
to speak, and in a few words told of the un- 
successful efforts of the separate class organ- 
izations to accomplish a definite work, and of 
the evident need for a combination of forces. 

A discussion followed, which was closed by 
the unanimous adoption of the resolution of- 
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fered by Mr. Berry: ‘‘ We, as graduates of the | 
of about 500 v. has been opened in Austin, one 


Pratt Institute Library Training School, do 
hereby form a Graduate Association." 

A constitution was then drawn up and 
adopted. 

The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, Silas H. Berry, class of '91; Vice-presi- 
dent, Catharine W. Faucon, class of ‘94; Re- 
cording secretary, Helen R. Trowbridge, class 
of '95; Corresponding secretary, Grace Han- 
ford, class of '95; Treasurer, Edith M. Pomeroy, 
class of 

The association has a membership of 58. 

An interesting list of $200 worth of books on 
American history, compiled by the first-year 
class of the library school, is published in the 
March number of the Pratt Jmstitute Monthly. 
The list was prepared in answer to a request 
received from a newly-established library. 

The school plans to make a library tour of 
Washington and its vicinity during the last 
week in March. The party will leave for 
Washington March 29 and will return on April 
3. During the six days they will visit the 
Corcoran Gallery, the Washington Public Li- 
brary, the Congressional Library and its new 
building, the Naval Observatory. War, State. 
and other department libraries, the office of 
public documents, the Johns Hopkins, Enoch 
Pratt, and Peabody Institute libraries of Balti- 
more, and will attend the March meeting of 
the Washington Library Association. 


Librarn Economp and fistorp. 


GENERAL. 


The Century for March contains an interest- 
ing paper on ‘The art of large giving,” by 
George Iles, in which the notable library gifts 
to the United States, such as the Newberry, 
Astor, Carnegie libraries, etc., are briefly 
noted, with many other examples of large 
public benefactions. 


LOCAL. 


Allegheny (Pa.) Public School L. The library 
board has established a system of travelling 
libraries for the use of the public schools in 
outlying wards of the city. Each collection 
consists of from 100 to 150 volumes, and the 
libraries will be kept in the various schools for 
periods of three months, and books issued by 
the teachers for home reading among the chi! 
dren. 
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Austin (/il.) P. <A free reference library 
of the suburbs of Chicago, through the efforts 
ef the local Woman's Club. It is hoped that it 
may be the nucleus of an adequate circulating 


| library. 


Bangor (Me.) P. L. (14th rpt. — year ending 
Dec. 31, '06.) Added t1q991; total 40,542. Re- 


paired at library 2080; rebound 541. Issued, 
home use 45,664 (fict. 76%); reading-room use 
$0,741 (fict. 53%). Receipts $6227.96; expenses 


$6023.15. 

During the year the experiment of holiday 
opening was tried; the circulation on the six 
holidays from Aprilto December was 550 home 
use, 457 reading-room use. 

The librarian calls attention again ‘‘to the 
great need of the proposed library building.” 


Baltimore, Enoch Pratt F. lL. (11th rpt.— 
year ending Jan. 1, '97.) Added 12,840; total 
176,329. Issued 653,731 (fict. and juv. 74%), 
of which §3,881 v. were issued for reference and 
library use. There were 165,877 periodicals used 
at the reading-room of the central libraryand in 
the six branches. Since the library was opened 
167 books have been lost, of which 20 were first 
missing in 1896. ‘* The risk of loss is 1 to 32,- 
686 of circulation. In addition to the missing 
books 64 v. were lost and paid for in 1896," 
New registration 7417; cards in force 32,607. 


| Expenses for 1896 were $74,227.36, of which 


$20,092.99 were devoted to the construction of 
branch no. 6. 

The establishment of the sixth branch was 
the chief event in the library year. ‘‘ The 
building was completed in the autumn and 


| opened to the public on Nov. 14, with about 


6500 books on its shelves. These books were 
cataloged during the spring and summer and 
were removed to the branch in two days, early 


| in November.” 


| 


Altoona (Pa.) Mechanics’ L. and Reading-room. | 


(Rpt. — year ending Dec. 31,'96.) Added 1880, 
total 24,305. Issued, home use 45,778. Total 
membership 888. Receipts $3953.50; expenses 
$3649.87. 


Dr. Steiner opens his report with a short 
tribute to the late Enoch Pratt and his unfail- 
ing efforts to improve and strengthen his great 
library. 


Baltimore, Peabody Institute 1. Within the 
past month the newspapers of Baltimore have 
devoted much space to ‘*‘ Duncan's clothes.” 
James Duncan, president of the local Federa- 
tion of Labor, at a meeting of the federation, 
spoke of his ‘‘ being sneered at,’’ because of 
his clothes, when he visited the Peabody Li- 
brary, somewhat poorly dressed and in his 
working clothes. He declared that the Pea- 
body Institute had fallen into the hands of the 
‘*select few," and that it was the duty of the 
federation to see to it that the same fate did 
not befall the Enoch Pratt Free Library. The 
federation has appointed a committee to in- 


| vestigate the management of the Peabody In- 


125 school-children have free membership | 


tickets, representing an equal number of shares 
of library stock owned by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Co. Regular membership dues are 


$3 yearly, and junior membership, for boys 
under 21 who are learning trades, is $1 yearly. 


| 


stitute. 


Braddock, Pa. Carnegie 1. The first art 
loan exhibit ever shown in Braddock was 
opened on Feb. 18 in the library building and 
continued for a week. It was arranged by 
Miss Sperry with the help of a local committee 
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and included the work of about 60 exhibitors, 
embracing examples of embroidery, woodwork, 
and brasswork as well as of painting. 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) ?. L.A. A book reception 
was given by the members of the association 
on Feb. 2, each person attending being expect- 
ed to wear decorations or badges denoting the 
titles of the books they presented. About 400 
v. were secured, thus forming the nucleus of 
the library. Mrs. H. W. Chatfield was chosen 
librarian of the association. 


Cambridge (Mass.) P. L. (Rpt.— yearending 
Nov. 30, 96.) Added 4163; total 51,697. Is- 
sued, home use 133,532 (fict. and juv. .688 %), 
of which 7518 were delivered through the 
schools; lib. use 12,701. No. cardholders 13,- 
168. Receipts $18,396.95; expenses $18,354 06. 

The recataloging of the library has been in 
progress for some time past, and Mr. Gifford 
recommends the publication of a printed fiction 
list as soon as practicable, and the issue from 
time to time of class lists on special subjects. 
The pamphlets, heretofore practically inacces- 
sible, have been partially classified and a part 
of the collection of government publications 
has been entirely recataloged. Additional 
stack-room will soon be necessary. 

The children's reading-room has often been 
taxed beyond its seating capacity, and its en- 
largemeat is much needed so that all juvenile 
books for circulation may be placed there for 
free access. 

During the year two new delivery stations 
were established and collections of books were 
also sent for circulation to the Y. W. C. A. and 
other associations. Mr. Gifford bel’eves that 
** deposits of books made in this way in differ- 
ent parts of the city will prove important fac- 
tors in gradually extending the usefulness and 
influence of the public library. And I think 
we should invite requests for temporary loans 
of books from any organization which bids fair 
to put them to profitable use among its mem- 
bers.”” He also recommends that the library be 
opened on Sunday evening. 


Canton (O.) P. L.A. Added 433; total 4904. 
Issued 24,372 (fict. 12,439). New registration 
528; total cardholders 6248. Receipts $2686 04; 
expenses $2117.17; these figures are for the 
general expense fund; in addition $398.64 were 
spent for the purchase of books. 


Castile, N. Y. Cordelia A. Greene P.L. The 
library was opened to the public on Feb. 22, 
with Miss Emily B. Felt acting as librarian. 
The nucleus of this library consists of the 500 
volumes of the Scribner ‘‘ model library " and 
about 200 other volumes, the use of which is 
given to the public through the generosity of 
Miss Cordelia A. Greene. The library is open 
on Tuesdays and Saturdays from one to six 
and from seven to nine p.m. 


Chicago P. L. Six rooms in the magnificent 
new Duilding were opened to the public the last 
week in February, and arrangements for the 
complete working of the library in its new 
home are rapidly progressing. 


Cleveland(O.) P. L. The south side branch 
of the public library was opened on Feb. 22. 
Among the recent accessions to the library is a 
collection of the carbon photographs published 
by Braun, Clément & Co., of New York City. 


Columbia Univ. L., New York City. Advance 
sheets of the report of the librarian for 1896 
give the following facts and statistics: Added 
20,584; total about 223,000. ‘‘The average 
annual addition for the preceding five years 
has been 18,329. It is probable that an annual 
increase of about 20,000 is what the library 
should expect to realize for the coming year, 
unless large and important gifts should make 
its more rapid development possible. Sucha 
growth continued on the lines of selection and 
arrangement which have prevailed in recent 
years in the library, will create in a term of 
years a collection of books ample for all rea- 
sonable demands for university study.” Is- 
sued, home use 59,756; use of books in the 
building has increased considerably. 


Columbus (O.) Public School L. (20th rpt.— 
year ending Aug. 31, '96.) Added 2670; total 
30,203. Issued, home use 103,089(fict. 31.78 Z; 
juv. 36.42 4%); ref. use 17,613; cards in use by 
borrowers 9948, of which 4610are held by adult 
readers. Receipts $7795.14; expenses $6639.11. 

The death of Mr. J. H. Spielman, librarian 
since 1891, which occurred on Oct. 9, 1896, 
necessarily de'ayed the publication of this re- 
port, which was completed by and issued under 
thecharge of Mr. Hensel, the present librarian, 
who was elected to the position on Oct. 20. 
The ‘‘school classics” department of the li- 
brary now contains about 6300 v., which are 
issued to the various schools, on requisition 
from principals of primary and grammar grades, 
at the rate of about 1364 v. per month. Sec- 
tion 1 of the catalog was issued during the 
year. 


Dedham ( Mass.) P. L. On Feb. 20 the library 
celebrated its 25th anniversary. 


Denver (Col.) P. L. An interesting co-opera- 
tive work toward the making of a union list 
of medical literature has been started by the 
Public Library and the Colorado Medical Li- 
brary Association, according to resolutions 
passed at the annual meeting of the latter asso- 
ciation in January. The library of the medical 
association has for the past year or so been 
housed in the public library and used for public 
reference. This collection it is now planned to 
supplement by the making of a list of the bound 
medical journals and books not contained in 
the medical library owned by local physicians 
who approve of the scheme. Notices explain- 
ing the plan have been sent to the physicians 
in question, accompanied by a blank form, on 
which is to be recorded, under title, author, 
date, no. v., place and publisher, ‘‘a list of 
books and journals in the privete library of 
Dr. , which may be consulted by patrons of 
the Public Library, Denver, during the follow- 
ing office hours.” The lists thus secured will be 
compiled into one list, easy of reference and 
kept always on file inthe Public Library. ‘‘ This 


4 | 
> 
— 
‘a 
{ 
} 
i 
] 
{ 
| 
— 
a 


union list will, in regard to any given volume, 
‘ tell in whose office it may be found, and at 
what hour any reader who wishes may visi 
that office and refertoit. This p’an will make 
available to the medical men cf Denver a very 
large and valuable collection of the best medi- 
; cal literature of recent years ; a much larger 
collection than any public institution can offer 
for many years to come.” 


; Galena (/il.) P. L. (2d rpt.— year ending 
) Dec. 31, 96.) Added 751; total 3389. Issued, 
home use 25,327 (fict. §9%); visitors to reacing- 
room 32,569. New registration 186; total cards 
in force 1387. 


Harvard University. lt is proposed to es- 
tablish a memorial library at Harvard in honor 
of the late Prof. Francis James Chiid. About 
$10,000 have already been subscribed for the 
purpose and a number of bowks have been 
donated. The collection is to be specially in- 
tended for students of English literature. 


Hoboken (N. J.) P. L. March 29 is the date 
set for the opening of the new library building. 


Holbrook (Mass.) P. L. The library was de- 
stroyed by fire on Feb. 28. The town hall, in 
which the library was housed, was saved by 
hard work, but the 7500 books were almost to- 
tally destroyed. The fire broke out in the li- 
brary-room, orin the boiler-room directly be- 
low it. The building was insured for $29,000, 
of which $4000 was on the library; the loss is 
estimated at from $8000 to $12,000. 


Indianopolis, Ind. On Feb. g the public li- 
brary of West Indianapolis, a small town across 
the river from Indianapolis, was opened. It 
occupies three attractive rooms in a central lo- 
cation, and starts work with about 2000 v. The 
library was established by local subscription 
and taxation. With the prospect of final an- 
nexation to the city of Indianapolis, the mana- 
gers have followed the system of the Indianap- 
olis library as far as possible, and practically 
the same rules govern the two libraries. When 
the union of the two cities is made it is expect- 
ed that the library as now organized will re- 
main as one of the branch libraries. 


Jowa City (fa.) P. L. At the municipal elec- 
tion, held March 1, a one-mill tax was carried 
for the support of the library, which was opened 
on the 20th of January of this year. The library 
is already circulating on an average 150 books 
a day. 

Kansas State L. On Feb. 2 a bill was intro- 
duced into the state legislature by Congress- 
man Hackney providing for the transfer of the 
books and collections of the state historical so- 
ciety to the state library. 


p Lawrenceville, Pa, Plans were recently ac- 
cepted for the Carnegie Library building of 
Lawrenceville. The town is a suburb of Pitts- 
burgh, and the new library is the first of the 
series of branches of the Pittsburgh Carnegie 
Library, which it is planned toestablish. The 
building will be of pressed brick with stone 
trimmings, 100x 80 feet. The first floor will 
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be devoted to a delivery-room, a children’s 
room, and a stack-room at the tear, with a 
book capacity of 25,000 v. A periodical read 
ing-room, and an auditorium seating 500 per- 
sons, will occupy the basement. The amourt 
to be devoted to the Lawrenceville branch 
from the entire fund given by Mr. Carnegie is 
$37,500. 


Los Angeles (Cal.) P. L. (Rpt. — year ending 
Dec. 1, '96.) Added 4415; total 44,564. Issued, 
home use 497,615 (fict. 227,367, juv. 58,234); 
ref. use 58,697. New registration 4727; total 
registration 26,567. Receipts $26,959.61 ; ex- 
penses $21,633.03. 

During the year 20,620 v. were delivered to 
the schools, an increase of 3204, while 351 of 
the 414 teachers of the city are users of the li- 
brary. $744.21 were received for the school 
work from the board of education and with 
this 700 v. were purchased. There are n w 
four Rudolph indexers in use in the library. 
Several alterations are being made in the in- 
terior arrangement of the library, among them 
the fitting up of a children’s department. 
‘* What the library needs more than anything 
else, except a new Luilding of its own, is a find- 
ing list up to date and gotten out as soon as 
possible.” 


Milwaukee (Wis.) P. L. Atacommon coun- 
cil meeting on Feb. 5 a bill was recommended 
for*passage to the legislature providing for in- 
creasing the local public library tax from its 
present rate of one-quarter of a mill to two- 
filths of a mill. On Feb. 8 the bill was vetoed 
by the mayor onthe ground thatthe measure was 
less pressing than other legislation to be pre- 
sented tothe legislature. The veto was sus- 
tained by the common council. 


Minnesota lib. commission bill. The bill pro- 
viding for the establishment of a state library 
commission and a system of travelling libraries 
was indefinitely postponed by action of the 
state legislature on Feb. 18. The bill had been 
recommended for passage in the senate on Feb, 
s, but was opposed in the house by Represen- 
tative Donnelly. Mr. Donnelly, in speaking 
against the bill, said that ‘‘it was not within 
the province of the legislature to supply the 
people with books any more than it was with 
boots. Moreover, he doubted the practicability 
of what was to be attempted. Books were not 
read in a single day, nor a single week. One 
member of a family did not peruse them and 
then return them. They were read by every 
member of the family. Circulation under such 
circumstances was a slow process. Again, how 
were these different libraries to be sent from 
part to part of the state, granted that the preb- 
lem of circulation resolved itself into condi- 
tions which could be successful'y met? The 
whole thirg was really a scheme for some deal- 
er to job off a lot of books.” He then warned 
his hearers that the $sooo appropriation was 
intended ‘‘as a levyto pry a hole in the barrier 
and in the sacred name of intelligence and edu- 
cation to let in a flood of extravagance upon the 
treasury.” 
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Monmouth, lil. Warren County L. A. (Rpt. 
— year ending Jan. 1, '97.) Added €84; total 
17,501. Issued, home use, books 15,556, maga- 
zines 5995, ref. use, from stack 4915, from open 
shelves (estimated) 26,000. There was an 
average daily attendance of 200 in the reading- 
room. 


Nebraska State L., Lincoln. (Biennial rpt., 
‘94-96.) Added 2840; total 36,075. ‘‘At its 
last session the legislature appropriated from 
the library fund the sum of $600 ‘ for the pur- 
pose of purchasing the necessary cards and 
cases and for arranging a card catalog for the 
state library.’ This appropriation has beenex- 
pended and considerable progress made toward 
supplying a catalog, whichis so much needed.” 
Mr. Campbell asks for an appropriation of 
$1800 for continuing the cataloging work. 
Much of the report is devoted to an account of 
the travelling library system, which is recom- 
mended for Nebraska. The estimated cost of 
establishing the system is placed at $2500. 


New Orleans, Mo. Fisk F. and P. L. Since 
its opening in February the library has had an 
attendance averaging 200 readers a day for 
periodicals alone. The circulation of fiction 
begins on March 15, on which day the fiction 
catalog will be ready for distribution at anom- 
inal price. The statement in the February L. 
j. that the miscellaneous books in the state li- 
brary formed a part of the collection consoli- 
dated into the new library was not wholly 
accurate. This collection has not yet been 
transferred, and though it is hoped that the 
transferencé may eventually be made, it is 
hardly likely that the removal of the books 
from the state library to the new organization 
can be effected without the aid of the legisla- 
ture, which will not meet for 12 months. 


N. Y. Mercantile L. (76th rpt.—year end- 
ing Jan. 1, '97.) Added 6109; total 255,227. 
Issued, home use 186,880 (fict. 52.31 %); ref. 
use 41,540; reading-room attendance 26,626, 
Membership 5090. Receipts $27,328.48; ex- 
penses $26,085.69. 

Both reading and reference rooms are used 
much less in the evening than during the day- 
time. The evening use, in fact, is so constant- 
ly decreasing that the closing of both depart- 
ments before nine o'clock is suggested. The 
poster exhibition held Feb, 12, 1896, was most 
successful. 


N.Y. P. L.— Astor, Lenox, and Tilden foun- 
dations. On Feb. 16 Assemblyman Austin in- 
troduced into the state legislature a bill pro- 
viding for the construction of a building in 
Bryant Park, New York City, to be occupied 
by the public library. The bill provides that 
the New York Department of Public Parks 
shall remove the reservoir and erect within the 
park a building upon plans to be approved by 
the trustees of the library. Thecity is toissue 
$2,500,000 in four per cent. gold bonds for the 
removal of the reservoir and the erection of 
the library building. 

The library has recently acquired an interest- 
ing and valuable collection of Italian opera li- 


bretti, numbering 1300 v., bound in vellum, 
an average of Io libretti being bound in each 
volume. The collection was made by a col- 
lector living at the Hague, and it covers a period 
of 161 years, 1705 vo 1865; it will probably be 
continued to the present time. 

M. CG. A. Z. An exhibition of fine 
art books was held at the library on Washing- 
ton’s birthday. It was specially intended to 
interest and benefit art students, designers, and 
decorators. 

Newport, R. I. Redwood L. and Atheneum, 
(166th rpt.) Added 707; total 42,043. Issued 
13,404 (fict. 8908). 

The work of cataloging the library has been 
practically completed, and the greater part of 
the librarian's report is devoted to an explana- 
tion of the catalog and to mention of notable 
accessions. 

Niagara Falls (N. Y.) P. LZ. (Rpt. — year 
ending Jan. 31, 97.) Added 950; total 3700. 
Issued 27,154: as against 12,501 in the preced- 
ing year. New registration 1427. 

Norfolk (Va.) P. L. (Rpt. —year ending 
Jan. 31, 97.) Added 850; total not given. Is- 
sued 15,929 (fict. 13,105); visitors to lib. 35,849. 
Membership 651, of whom 255 are subscribers. 
The free list includes all public school scholars 
above the age of 15, all teachers, ministers, 
and newspaper editors. 

North Adams (Mass.) P. L. (13th rpt. — 11 
months, Jan. 1—Nov. 30, '96.) Added 613; 
total 14,480. Issued 63,140 (fict. 52.8 ¢; juv. 
25.7%). New registration 868; total registra- 
tion 6810 (teachers’ cards 276). Receipts and 
expenses $3562 81. 

The trustees urge that the annual appropria- 
tion be increased from $4500 to $5000. 

Norwich, Ct. Otis L. (Rpt.—year ending 
Aug. 31, '96.) Added 1523; total 20,688. Is- 
sued, home use 94,652 (fict. 52.52 #; juv. 22.60 
%). New registration 1008; total registration 
5756. Receipts $7048.26; expenses $6998.29. 

The Sunday opening of the reading-room 
was the only novelty of the year. 

Pawtucket (R. J.) F. P. L. (20th rpt. —10 
months ending Sept. 30,'96.) Added 565; total 
15,223. Issued 42,074 (fict. 31.457), of which 
10,993 were drawn on schoolcards. New regis- 
tration 1471. Receipts $7009.20; expenses 
$6910.55. 

Mrs. Sanders’s report is a simple record of 
good work and increasing usefulness, especially 
in the direction of school influence and grow- 
ing reference use. 

The library has recently issued an attractive 
little book-mark, bearing the legend ‘‘ Whenin 
doubt on any subject, consult the public li- 
brary,” and inscribed with several appropriate 
literary quotations. To it is attributed atleast 
a part of the increased crop of questions sub- 
mitted to the library for answer. 

Philadelphia. The descendants of botanist 
John Bartram are planning to establish the 
John Bartram Memorial Library Company for 
a free public library in the neighborhood of the 
Bartram Gardens, Philadelphia. 
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Philadelphia F. L. Mr. 
‘* The library has now the largest circulation in 
the world, having issued 1,349,070 v. during the 
year ending Dec. 31, 1596.” 

The Chestnut Hill branch of the library was 
opened Feb. 1. This branch was formerly the 
Christian Hall Library Company of Chestnut 
Hill, but has now been transterred to the man- 
agement of the Free Library, which has added 
about 2000 v. to the 8000 books in the original 
collection. 


Philadelphia Mercantile L. (74th rpt. — year 
ending Jan. 1, '97.) Added 3134; total 179,922. 
Issued 70,737; no. visitors 285,553 (Sundays 
and holidays 12,950). Receipts $19,379.22; ex- 
penses $17,296.21. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. Carnegie L. At a recent 
board meeting the trustees voted to appropriate 
$roo for the present year in aid ot the work of 
the A. L. A. Publishing Section. Mr. G. A. 
Macbeth, chairman of the library committee, 
introduced the resolution and explained that at 
the Cleveland meeting of the A. L. A. he had 
been much impressed with Mr. Iles’ plans for 
the appraisal of literature, and that he thought 
the work of the Publishing Section deserved 
the practical support of libraries. 


Portland (Ore.) L. A. (Rpt., 1896.) Added 
963; total 23,887. Issued, home use 31,579 
(fict. 69.7%). Membership 582. Receipts, gen- 
eral fund $3575.79, book fund $1877.30; ex- 
penses, general fund $3568.02, book fund 
$1648.96. 

‘The financial condit’on of the association 
has compelled the most rigid economy in cur- 
rent expenses, including reductions in salaries, 
and it is believed that the directors have gone 
as far in that direction as possible, without in- 
jury to the library. 

** Increasing use is being made of the library 
for purposes of reference and research by mem- 
bers of study clubs and by p ivate students.” 
There has been an increase of 26.6 % over the 
circulation of the preceding year, and a de- 
crease of 1.2 & in the issue of fiction, 


Providence (R. /.) P. lL. On Feb. 16a spe- 
cial meeting of the trustees was held, and it 
was formally voted to accept the gift of $200.- 
000, made by John Nicholas Brown, for a new 
library building. 

The only conditions imposed by Mr. Brownin 
connection with his magnificent gift are that 
the trustees shall raise the $100,000 balance 
necessary to complete the building already de- 
signed, and that they shall have removed all 
the buildings now situated on the library prop- 
erty where the new structure is tostand. The 
need of bet’er accommodations for the library 
have been long before the people of Provi- 
dence, and have already been presented in the 
JouRNat by Mr. Foster(L. J. 21 : 364-368). The 
structure planned to meet the needs of the li- 
brary, was, however, much beyond the meansat 
the disposal of the trustees, and the only course 
practicable seemed to be the construction of 
a part of the building, cramping and injuring 
its full usefulness. 


Thomson writes: 


In the spring of 1890 Mr. Foster issued an 
appeal to the people of Providence, reciting 
these facts and asking subscriptions toward the 
necessary $ but only $1013 was re- 
ceived in response. Now Mr. Brown's gener- 
osity removes the difficulties and clears the 
way to the establishment of the library in a 
spacious, fitting, and permanent home. 


300,000, 


QOuincy (ill.) PP. L. The circulation for 
January, 7802, was the largest for one month 
in the history of the library. The Quincy 
Medical Association on Feb. 10 made applica- 
tion for a room in the library, in which they 
would be glad to establish a medical library for 
reference use. The application was granted, 
and the association has put its collection in 
charge of the library. 


Richmond, Va. Rosemary /. The trustees 
announce that unless more subscribers are se- 
cured for the library, and its income is materi- 
ally increased by June 1, it will be necessary 
to close it for lack of fundson that date. The 
library was established in 1891, with an endow- 
ment of $4000 from Mrs. Thomas Nelson Page; 
membership dues were fixed at $3 yearly. Its 
receipts have never exceeded $10;0a year, and 
its expenses amount to about $1800. 


Salem (Mass.) P. L. (8th rpt. — year ending 
Dec. 31, '96.) Added 2371; total 33,078. 2330 
v. have been bound at a total cost of $1038.15, 
an average of 44!¢ c. perv. Issued, home use 
109,117 (fict. 84.62 %); reading-room attendance 
50,000. There are now 179 periodicals on file, 
of which 22 are gifts. Receipts $16,606 05; ex- 
penses $12,441.74. 

Feeling it important that the needs of the 
library should be known so that any person or 
persons who may cortemplate giving or be- 
queathing money to the library may be able to 
tell just what direction such gift should tate, 
the trustees present with this report a plan for 
an addition tothe library building which, in 
their opinion, will be satisfactory to the public 
using the library and which can be economi- 
cally conducted and be reasonably safe against 
fire.” Three plans are shown, one for each 
floor, by which provision is made for housing 
100,000 v., instead of as at present 35,000, for 
a reference-room with space for 15.000 v. for a 
class or study room, and fora women's or chil- 
dren's reading-room. The cost of this addition 
is estimated at $50,000. 


Scranton (Pa.) P. L. (6th rpt.— year ending 
Dec. 31, '96.) Added 3157; total 27,943. Is- 
sued, home use 155,072 (fict. and juv. 79.81 ; 
ref. use 4102. New registration 3846 ; total 
cards in use 8366, Receipts, $11,533 ; expenses 
$10,716.82. 


Sheboygan, Wis. The common council on 
Feb. 15 passed an ordinance providing that 
seven per cent. of all license money received 
be used to establish a free publiclibrary. The 
late james H, Mead bequeathed $20,000 to be 
used for a free library by the city. This money 
is invested, and when it becomes available, 


will be used in aid of the library. 
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Washington, D.C. Crandall public document 
Im the Washington / est of Feb. 23 a 
communication was printed from Mr. Pitman 
Pulsifer, private secretary of Senator Hale and 
clerk of the committee on printing, opposing 
the provisions of Mr. Crandall's bill *‘ to im- 
prove the printing and binding methods of the 
public documents,” oa the ground that what it 
seeks to accomplish is already provided for by 
the existing law, passed Jan. 12, 1895. Mr. 
Crandall, in the Pest of Feb. 25, answers this 
letter fully, reciting the insufficiency of exist- 
ing provisions and describing the short and 
simple solution of the difficulties supplied by the 
proposed bill. This solution liesin ** taking the 
executive reports and serial works out of the 
numbered series of the congressional docu- 
ments. It is true there is no law for this num- 
bering, but it is a very ancient custom, and if 
Congress refuses to take the responsibility of 
abolishing it, is it reasonable to expect the 
Public Printertodoso?" The results of the 
present system, ‘‘ which make the public docu- 
ments grotesquely unusable and an affront to 
the intelligence of the country, will, in all 
probability, never be cured until Congress en- 
acts positive prohibitory legislation of the kind 
embodied in the so-called Crandall bill.” 


Washington (D. C.) F. (tst rpt. — year 
ending Dec. 31, 96.) ‘‘ Thelibrary was opened 
to the public on Jan. 6, 1896, with 3151 v.; 
there were added during the year 5380 v., mak- 
ing the total number now in the library 8351.” 
The registration amounts to 6666 persons. 
There were issued for home use 83,066 v. (fict. 
77 %), and 636 non-fiction cards are inuse. After 
the first few months free access was given to 
all books, a concession that has proved ‘* bene- 
ficial to the public and economical to the li- 
brary.”” Only one book is unaccounted for. 
There are two travelling libraries in use, one 
of roo v. loaned to the Y. M. C,. A., the other, 
30v.,inuse bythe Workingmen’'sClub. ‘‘ These 
volumes are loaned under the most liberal con- 
ditions, being issued on a single card which is 
renewed every 14 days. The association bor- 
rowing the volumes (which are in all cases 
duplicates) is not required to keep an exact 
record of the circulation and is not held re- 
sponsible for the loss of any volume, it being 
believed that losses of this character. unavoid- 
able even under the best management, will be 
compensated for by the resultant good from the 
circulation of the volumes.” 

Gen. Greely, president of the association, 
says: ‘‘It cannot fail to be a source of grati- 
fication, and especially of wonder, that this 
association, beginning its active work Jan. 
6, 1896, in two small rented rooms, with only 
3151 books, mostly gifts, should in the first 
year circulate upwards of 100,000 volumes. 
No effort was made to stimulate the circula- 
tion ; indeed, the small number of volumes at 
the beginning constrained the board of trus- 
tees to decline the issuance of non-fiction and 
teachers’ cards, for fear that the ordinary de- 
mands could not be met by the stock in hand. 
From month to month, however, through gener- 


ous friends, the number of books grew steadily, 
keeping pace with the registration and the de- 
mand for literature. Itthus resulted that from 
average daily loans of 113 volumesin January, 
from a stock of 3721 volumes, the issues of the 
library rose almost uninterruptedly to an aver- 
age of 416 volumes daily from a stock of 8270 
volumes in November. At the end of the year, 
much to the surprise of every one, and not the 
least to the board of trustees, it appeared that 
the total use of the library had aggregated 
100,446 volumes ; that the average daily circu- 
lation had been 333.7 volumes ; that the num- 
ber of persons registered as borrowers reached 
6666 ; that the number of volumes in the library 
had increased to 8531, and that there was a sur- 
plus in the treasury sufficient to pay the ex- 
penses of the opening month of 1897.” 


Washington, D. C. U. S. Congressional L. 
On Feb. rotwo clerks employed in the Con- 
gressional Library were arrested by the Secret 
Service officers, charged with theft of many of 
the most valuable autograph letters and docu- 
ments deposited in the library. The men ar- 
rested, Philip McElhone and Lewis McK. Tur- 
ner, were committed to jail in default of $3000 
bail. The robberies, it has been ascertained, 
were effected by means of duplicate keys, and 
have been in progress, it is said, since last 
August. The roomin which the stolen docu- 
ments were kept was one of the upper cham- 
bers of the library, and the confusion incident 
to the change,of quarters tothe new building is 
believed to have facilitated the thefts. One of 
the mostimportant documents stolen wasa diary 
of George Washington of 1784, and a letter of in- 
quiry concerning this, received from a New York 
dealer to whom it had been offered, was the 
means of revealing the whole affair. This 
dealer had a short time previously received a 
ietter offering for sale certain autograph let- 
ters. Later two young men called upon him 
and he made some purchases. Afier this there 
was further communication, and then came an 
offer of the Washington diary. He became 
suspicious and wrote a letter to one of the sen- 
ators, inquiring if any of the government's 
collection of documents were missing. The 
senator replied negatively, apparently not con- 
cerning himself much about the inquiry. This 
did not satisfy the dealer, whose suspicion was 
further aroused by the low price put dn the 
diary. The Secretary of the Treasury was 
written to, and at last the Secret Service offi- 
cers started to investigate. Inquiry at the dif- 
ferent departments showed that nothing of the 
nature described had been stolen. Then the 
detectives went to the capitol and an examina- 
tion of the autograph files by Librarian Spof- 
ford resulted in the discovery that nearly 100 
documents were missing. Proofs were finally 
traced to Turner and McElhone, who were de- 
scribed by the New York dealer, and both men, 
on examination, admitted having offered the 
documents for sale, but said that they had not 
abstracted them from the library. A number 
of the stolen documents, 350 in all, were re- 
turned to Chief Hazen, of the Secret Service, 


. . 
. 
— 
] 
t 
be 
J 
an 
‘ 


March, 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


161 


from his officers in New York on Feb. 16, hav- tung, and presented by him to the City Library 


ing been recovered from the various dealers 
and other persons who had bought them from 
Turner and McElhone. The actual number of 
documents stolen has not yet been stated. It 
is said that a special congressional committee 
will be appointed to investigate the matter. 


Williamsburg, Mass. Meckins L. The li- 
brary building given to the town of Williams- 
burg by the late Stephen Meekins was dedi- 
cated on the evening of Feb. 1. The exercises 
were held at the Congregational church. The 
building, which cost about $12,000, is one story, 
40 by 50 feet, and of classic design. The 
exterior walls are of rock-faced granite with 
Ohio sandstone trimmings. Entrance to the 
main hall is through a lobby with polished 
granite columns on each side. The main hall 
is in the centre of the building, 22 feet long and 
12 feet wide, covered by a dome and ceiling 
light of stained glass. To the right of this 
hall is the stack-room, 16 by 30 feet and 12 feet 
high, this being the uniform height of all the 
rooms. The stacks are built to accommodate 
10,000 volumes, but they can be raised and the 
capacity doubled. At the further end of the 
hall is the private office of the librarian, 10 by 
12 feet. Atthe left of the front entrance is the 
reading-room, 22 by 16 feet, and back of this is 
the reference-room, 15 by 16 feet. The rooms 
are lighted with large plate-glass windows, 
which have ornamental transoms of stained 
glass. The building is heated with hot air and 
lighted with gas. In the basement is the town 
vault. The library starts work with about S000 
v., 2400 of which were transferred from the 
local library association. 


FOREIGN, 


Aberdeen (Scotl.) P. L. (12th rpt. — year end- 
ing Sept. 30, '96.) Added 1938 ; total 45,221 
(21,104 in ref. dept.). Issued, home use 199,- 
500 (fict. 50.93%); ref. use 15,769; reading- 
room §2,529. There were 8398 borrowers’ tick- 
ets issued, of which 676 were extra non-fiction 
cards. 

The plan of allowing free access toa large 
collection of books in the reference-room has 
worked well, and has led to the exhibition, for 
choice and examination in open cases, of all 
new books added to the various departments. 
Electric light was installed inthe library build- 
ing during the year. 

** Since January the library has been recog- 
nized as a branch of the Emigrants’ Infor- 
mation Office, established at Westminster under 
the direction of the Colonial Office for the pur- 
pose of supplying intending emigrants with 
accurate and trustworthy information respect- 
ing the colonies. The result has been the 
dissemination of a large number of govern- 
mental circulars and handbooks, and there is 
reason to think that in this way a considerable 
service has been rendered to many in the town 
and surrounding districts.” 


Frankfort-on-Main. The library of Gustav 
Freytag was recently purchased by Leopold 
Sonneman, proprietor of the Frankfiirter Zei- 


| new building, which has been 


of Frankfort. The collection includes over 
6000 v., and is especially rich in German his- 
tory, philology, and literature from the 1sth 
century to modern times. The library is to 
be kept as a separate collection and will be 
known as the Gustav Freytag Library. 


Johannesburg, South Africa, The Johannes- 
burg Public Library will soon remove to a fine 
in process of 
construction for some time past, ard which 
will cost $1c0,000. Its present quarters are 
cramped and inadequate. 


Leifoig. The library of the late Prof. Emile 
Du Bois Reymond, of Berlin, has recently been 
put upon the market by Gustave Fock, of Leip- 
zig. The collection comprises about 14.000 
volumes and pamphlets relating to physiology, 
physics, philosophy, and allied sciences ; many 
of them contain comments and annotations by 
Prof. Du Bois Reymond. It includes also a 
number of valuable sets of scientific journals 
and series. The collectionis priced at 22,000 m, 

G. Hedeler, of Leipzig, offers for sale a fine 
private collection of works on electricity, 
gathered since 1850 by a well-known electrician 
and engineer. It contains 2000 books and 
about 5000 pamphlets and periodicals, and is 
rich in publications relating toearlytelegraphy; 
of recent issues it includes only rarer and more 
expensive works. The collection is fully cat- 
aloged. 


Practical Notes. 


PRESERVATION OF BOUND NEWSPAPERS. The 
following label is used on all volumes of bound 
newspapers in the Boston Athenaum: 


HANDLE WITH GREAT CARE, 


1. The paper on which newspapers are 
printed is generally of poor quality and 
grows brittle with age. 

2. Most newspapers are difficult or im- 
possible to replace if worn or injured, and, 
unlike other publications, they will never 
be reprinted. Only a very small number 
of copies exist anywhere. 

3. Future generations of readers have 
a claim on these volumes, which should 
be respected. 

THEREFORE 

HANDLE CAREFULLY. 


Mr. Lane says, regarding this new device, 
‘It seems to us of the highest importance 
that newspaper volumes, of which there are so 
few duplicates in existence, and which are 
printed on particularly poor paper, should be 
handled with special regard to their perishable 
natureand the importance of preserving them.” 
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Gifis and Bequests, 


Battle Creck, Mich. By the will of Charles 
Willard, who died on Feb. 1, the sum of $40,- 
000 is bequeathed to Battle Creek for a public 
library. 

Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, Pa. 
By the will of the late Peter Kerlen, of St. 
Thomas, Pa, the library of Franklin and Mar- 
shall College will receive about $10,000 as an 
endowment for the purchase of books. This 
is the second gift the library of the college has 
received this year, the first being the De Pey- 
ster library building, work on which has al- 
ready begun. 

University of Texas, Austin. On Feb. 22, 
Swante Palm, of Austin, presented to the uni- 
versity library his valuable private library of 
25,000 v. Mr. Palm, who was born in Sweden 
in 1815, has lived in Texas for 53 years, and 
for the past 31 years has been Swedish vice- 
consul in Austin; in 1883 King Oscar of Swe- 
den conferred upon him the order ot Knights 
of Warsaw. His library is a miscellaneous 
collection, with a special tendency toward 
works on art. 

Winona, Minn. On Feb. 6, W. H. Laird, of 
Winona, offered to present to the city of Wi- 
nona a public library building to cost $40,000, on 
condition that the city furnish the site, and 
also increase the tax levy for the support of 
the library from @ of a mill to one mill fora 
period of 10 years, the tax levy after that 
period to be never less than } mill. 


Cibrarians. 


Buttock, Miss Edna Dean, of the New York 
State Library School, class of '94, has recently 
gone to Nebraska City, Neb., to organize the 
public library and supervise its arrangement in 
the new quarters provided by Mr. Joy Morton. 
Mrs. W. M. Cornutt has been elected librarian. 


Burcuarp, E. L., librarian of the Field Co- 
lumbian Museum, of Chicago, has recently sev- 
ered his connection with that institution, and 
Mr. Juul Dieserud, formerly assistant libra- 
rian, has received the appointment as his suc- 
cessor. Mr. Dieserud holds three degrees from 
the Royal University of Christiania, Norway, 
where for years he applied himself to the study 
of philology, ancient and modern. He has 
been with Mr. Burch+rd as his only assistant 
since the opening of the museum. The library 
now numbers 8000 books and about the same 
number of pamphlets, all on scientific subjects. 


Davis, Miss Florence, has been appointed 
librarian of the Rockville (Ct.) Free Library, 
succeeding Miss Keating, resigned. Miss Davis 
has had several years’ experience in the Hart- 
ford (Ct.) Public Library. 


DeELAP-SUTERMEISTER. Miss Louise M. Su- 
termeister, librarian of the Eau Claire (Wis.) 
Public Library, was married on Dec. 24, 1896, 
to Silas Charles Delap, of Kansas City, Mo. 


Miss Sutermeister is a graduate of the New 
York State Library School, class of ‘go. 


Dycue-BENNETT. On Feb. 11, Miss May L. 
Bennett, of the Armour Institute Library staff, 
was married to William A. Dvche, mayor of 
Evanston, Ill. Miss Bennett was a member of 
the New York State Library School, class of 
‘94 (undergraduate), and was active in library 
work in Chicago, being for over a year secre- 
tary of the Chicago Library Club. 


MACK, Miss Katharine M., for two years as- 
sistant-in-charge of the Astral branch of the 
Pratt Institute Free Library, has been appoint- 
ed librarian of the Public Library of Westfield, 

Metcatr, Miss Anna, librarian of the Harris 
Institute Library of Woonsocket, R. I., has 
been granted six months’ leave of absence for 
foreign travel. She will go abroad on March 
31, and will spend much of the summer in Ger- 
many. During herabsence Miss Ama H. Ward, 
of Amherst, Mass., will have charge of the In- 
stitute library. 


Rossins, Miss Mary E., of the New York 
State Library School, class of 'y2, is arranging 
and cataloging the Port Jervis (N. Y.) Free Li- 
brary. 

STOCKWELL, George W.C., of the New York 
State Library School, class of '95 (undergrad- 
uate), is cataloging and classifying the Y. M. C. 
A. Library of Ware, Mass. 


Cataloging and Classification. 


A.pEN, H. W. The decimal index in the draft- 
ing-room. (In American Machinist, Feb. 4, 
1897, 20:99.) 4% col. 

Mr. Alden describes his method of indexing 
drawings and patterns. ‘‘I do not propose the 
adoption of that part of Mr. Dewey's classifica- 
tion devoted to mechanical engineering, be- 
cause it is far too general in its nature at pres- 
ent, and not sufficiently subdivided. The work 
of any drafting-room forms too small a part of 
the general subject of mechanical engineering 
to permit the use of even a perfect classifica- 
tion of that subject, as the subdivisions would 
have to be carried too far.” 

BrtmMMer, Franz. Lexikon der deutschen Dich- 
ter und Prosaisten der 19. Jahrhunderts. 4th 
ed.,enl. Leipzig, Reclam, 1896. 2 v., 477, 
455 p. (Reclam's Universal Bibl., nos, 1981 - 
1990 and 3531-3540.) cl. 5m. 

Contains biographies of 4800 authors, an in- 
crease of 1400 over those in the third edition. 
The list of pseudonyms also has been consid- 
erably enlarged. 

CaRNeEGIE F. L , Allegheny, Pa. Catalogue of 
fiction: Supplement no. 1, includir g additions 
from Jan., 1895, to Jan., 1897. Authors—ti- 
tles. 58 p. O. 

In the preface Mr. Stevenson explains his 
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reasons for withdrawing from circulation some 
of the trashier class of novels; following is a 
‘‘list of books no longer on the shelves,” in 
which is recorded the names of the authors 
who have been dropped. These include Alger, 
** Robert Appleton,” C. M. Braeme, G. Col- 


more,” Martha Finley, May Agnes Fleming, | 


Fosdick (‘‘ Harry Castlemon”), A. C. Gunter, 


Mrs. Holmes, E. P. Roe, L. Rousselet, Mrs. | 
Southworth, Mrs. Terhune (‘‘ Marion Har- | 
land”), Augusta Evans Wilson, Virginia Woods. | 


The CARNEGIE L. (Pittsburgh) Rulletin for 
February contains a short reading list (2 p.)on 
Richard Wagner. 


A CHURCH reference library. (In Outlook, Feb. 
20, 1897, 55: 548.) 2p. 
A classified comprehensive list of books help- 
ful to Sunday-school teachers and others in- 
terested in Bible study. 


Denver (Co/o.) P. L. has recently issued 
‘* Trades Assembly list no. 1,” a list of books, 
magazines, articles, etc., dealing with the his- 
tory of labor unions (53 titles), of which copies 
have been distributed to 2000 members of local 
labor unions. ‘‘ Trades Assembly list no. 2” 
relates to money, banking, bimetallism, efc., 
and includes 131 titles; it is compiled by F. D. 
Tandy. The report of the teachers’ institute 
held in Denver, Oct. 31, 1896, compiled by Mr. 
Dana and published by School District no. 1, 
Denver, contains, p. 42-52, an interesting 
** list of books on drawing, art, and allied sub- 
jects in the Public Library.” 


LOWELL (MJass.) City L. Audlietin for Febru- 
ary contains Reference list no. 3, on municipal 
government (9 p.). 


New Beprorp (J/ass.) F. P. L. Aulietin for | 


February contains Reference list no. 19, on 
William Hamilton Gibson. 


N. Y. F. L. or THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF ME- 
CHANICS AND TRADESMEN. Monthly bulletin 
of new books, no. 1: additions during Jan- 
uary — February, 1897. 


N. ¥Y. MercanrTILe L. Bulletin of new books, 
no. 17, October, 1896. 44 p. O. 


The N. Y. P. L. Audletin for February con- 
tains among other interesting notes a 6-p. list 
of ‘‘ periodicals relating to language and phi- 
lology in the New York Public Library and 
Colum‘ia University Library.” 

The Osrernoutr F. L. (Wilkesharre, Pa.) 
Newsletter continues in its February number 
the excellent series of reading notes on Eng- 
lish history from Edward 1. to Richard 1. 


The Ors L. (Norwich, Ct.) Bulletinfor Janu- 
ary has a short reference list on the History 
of the Christian Church, compiled at the re- 
quest of a local Epworth League. In the 
February number is a short reading list on 
English literature. to be used in connection 
with the series of lectures on the subject de- 
livered by Mr. Richard Burton. 
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PaTeRSON (N. /.) F. P. L. Bulletin for 
January contains reference lists on George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln, and a 
classed list on Italian painting supplied with 
brief critical notes by Prof. J. C. Van Dyke, of 
Rutgers College. 

The Provipence (A. /.) P. L. Bulletin for 
February contains reference lists 41 and 42, on 
**Mendelssohn and the oratorio of Elijah,” 
and ‘‘Schubert,” and special catalog no. 11, 
listing additions to the ‘* Schvuol duplicate col- 
lection.” 

The Satem (AMass.) P. L. Bulletin devotes 
its chief special reading list in the February 
number to London; there are also short lists 
on Philip Gilbert Hamerton and the Best books 
of 1895 : literature. 


The SomeERVILLE (Jass.) P. L. Bulletin for 
February lists all the German books in the li- 
brarv, and has also a short reading list on 
Cuba. 


The WALTHAM (ass.) P. L. Aulletin for 
February has a special classed list on Ger- 
many, embracing history, biography, historical 
fiction, travel, literature, and art (6 p.). 


CHANGED TITLES. 

‘*The land o’ the leal,” by David Lyall, 
| Dodd, N. Y.], is the same as ‘‘ Heather from 
the brae,” by David Lyall [Revell, N. Y.], ex- 
cept that it has three additional stories, and 
the stories are differently grouped. Is there 
no way of stopping such frauds upon the 
public ? Joun EpMANDs. 


FULL NAMES. 
The following are supplied by Harvard College Libvary 


Camp, Cyrus Carpenter (Labor, capital, and 
money ; their just relations) ; 

Farnham, Amos W: (Oswego normal method 
of teaching geography) ; 

Franceschi, Francesco (Santa Barbara exotic 
flora); 

Giffin, W: Milford (Supplementary work in 
arithmetic. Pt. 1. Lines); 

Howe, Herbert Alonzo (Elements of descrip- 
tive astronomy) ; 

Howell, Edwin Cull, avd Young, Franklin 
Knowles (The minor tactics of chess) ; 

Jackson, Robert Tracy (Methods of labelling 
trees and plants) ; 

Kelsey, Francis Willey (The Presbyterian 
church and the University of Michigan) ; 

Lighthill, E: Bunford, amd August P. (A 
popular treatise on deafness) ; 

Pidgin, C: Felton (The lord of the sea) ; 

Smith, J: L. (Mapa de la isla de Cuba) ; 

Wenley, Robert M: (Contemporary theology 
and theism) ; 

Wetmore, C: A: (Treatise on wine produc- 
tion); 

Wright, C: Herbert, and Wing, C: B: (A 
manual of bridge drafting) 


Spahr, C: Barzillai, Ph D., author of ‘‘An 
essay on the present distribution of wealth in 
the United States.” N. Y. [c. 1896.] W: J. J. 
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Bibliografp. 


Anatomy. Bibliographie anatomique: Revue 
des travaux en langue francaise: Anatomie, 
histologie, embryologie, anthropologie; di- 
rection: A. Nicolas. Année1897. Paris, Ber- 
ger-Levrault & Cie., 1897. 8°. 10 fr. 


AusTEN, Jane. Adams, OscarFay. The story 
of Jane Austen's life. New ed., il. Bost., 
Lee & Shepard, 1897. 2380p. D. $2. 
Contains 7-p. bibliography, of writings by 

and about Miss Austen (p. 259 — 265). 


BARNARD, Henry. Monroe, Will S. _Bibli- 
ography of Henry Barnard. (/n Journal of 
Education» New England and National, Feb. 


16, 1897, 45:95.) 3 col. 
The titles are arranged as follows: 
1. Publications by Henry Barnard. 
a. Official reports and documents, . 4 titles 
b. Editorial and journalistic work, 6 ‘ 
c. Monographs and addresses, . . 9 
2. Publications relating to Henry Barnard. 


EnToMOoLoGy. Henshaw, S: Bibliography of 
the more important contributions to American 
economic entomology; prepared by authority 
of the Secretary of Agriculture. Part 5: The 
more important writings of government and 
State entomologists and of other contributors 
to the literature of American economic en- 
tomology, L-Z. Wash., Gov. Print. Office, 
1896. 180 p. O. 


FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR. Palat, Commandant. 
Bibliographie générale de la guerre de 1870- 
71: Répertoire alphabétique et raisonné des 
publications de toute mature concernant la 
guerre franco-allemande parues en France 
et a l'étranger. Paris, Berger-Levrault & 
Cie., 1897. 6o00p. 8°. 15 fr. 


GroLocy. Catalogue des bibliographies géolo- 
giques ; rédige, avec le concours des mem- 
bres de la Commission bibliographique du 
Congrés, par Emm. de Margerie. Paris, 
Gauthier-Villars et Fils, 1896. 20+ 733 p. 
Reviewed in Science, Jan. 29, 1897. 


Gro.Locy. Watson,T.L. Bibliography of the 
geological, mineralogical, and palzontologi- 
cal literature of the state of Virginia. 110 p. 
8°, pap. Ithaca, N. Y., 1897, (Bulletins of 
American paleontology, vol. 2, no. 7.) 


i 
Greece. Legrand, Emile. Bibliographie hel- 
lénique ; ou, description raisonnée des ou- 


vrages publiés par les Grecs au xvitt siécle. 
Tome tv. Paris, Alphonse Picard & Fils, 
1897. 540 p. 8°. [Complete work, 4 v., 100 fr. ] 


MINERVA: Jahrbuch der gelehrten Welt. He- 
rausg. von K: Triibner. 6 Jahrg., 1896-1897. 
Por. of J. de Goeje, etched by Therese 
Schwartze in Amsterdam. Strassburg, Karl 
J. Triibner, 1897. 24+1082 p. 32°. 8m. 
The volume now assumes an international 

character, inasmuch as it includes foreign 

learned societies. 


PuystoLocy. Richet, Ch. Bibliographia physi- 
ologica, 1895. Répertoire des travaux de 
physiologie de l'année 1895, classé d’aprés la 
classification décimale. Paris, Félix Alcan, 
1896. 115 p.8°. 3.50 fr. 


SocioLocy. Stammhammer, J. Bibliographie 
der Social-Politik. Jena, Gust. Fischer, 1596. 
648 p. 8°. 18 m. 


SPAIN AND PorTUGAL. R. 
Bibliographie des voyages en Espagne et en 
Portugal. Paris, H. Welter, 1896. 353 p. 
8°. 12 fr. 


SwInBuRNE, A. C. Literary anecdotes of the 
nineteenth century: a contribution toward a 
literary history of the period; ed. by W. 
Robertson Nicolland T. J. Wise. v.2. N. 
Y., Dodd, Mead & Co., 1897. 8°, suds., $8. 
Incl. a bibliographical list of the scarcer 

works and uncollected writings of Swinburne, 

p. 288-374. 

INDEXES. 

FLeTcHer, W: I:, and Bowker, R: R., eds. 
The annual literary index, 1896: including 
periodicals, American and English: essays, 
book-chapters, etc.; with author-index, bibli- 
ographies, necrology, and index to dates of 
principal events; ed. with the co operation of 
members of the American Library Associa- 
tion and of the LIBRARY JOURNAL staff. 
N. Y., Office of Zhe Pudlishers’ Weekly, 1897. 


344 p. O. $3.50. 


Anonpms and Psendonpms. 


Ruth Ogden, — The real name of the author 
of ‘* His little royal highness " is Mrs. Frances 
Otis (Ogden) Ide. Mrs. Ide is the wife of Mr. 
Charles W. Ide, of Brooklyn. E. R. NEIssER. 


CorrREcTION. — Cushing's ‘‘ Initials and pseu- 
donyms,” vol. 1, p. 285, col. 2. 
Traveler, A.C. Mrs. H. K. W. Clarke. 
J. C. ROWELL. 
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IMPERFECT SETS. 

Recognizing the importance of periodical literature in modern libraries, THe 
Boston Book Company established its Library Department with the idea that a 
definite service could be rendered overworked librarians by an intelligent effort to 
supply them with sets of periodicals and Society transactions didliographical/y com- 
plete and materially per fect. 

Under the old method, librarians were forced to buy such sets or parts of sets 
as appeared on booksellers’ catalogues, or were privately offered to them, taking 
their chances as to the completeness or perfectness of the sets. Before the publica- 
tion of “ Poole’s Index” the shortcomings of such a mode of purchase were not 
apparent, because the deficiencies in sets so bought were not brought to special 
notice ; but in these days of thorough indexing the constant showing up of tanta- 
lizing defects obliges the conscientious librarian to assume the labor of collation, and 
the subsequent vexatious time and money cost involved in trying to make the 
defects good. 

It is exactly this burdensome and wasteful labor which THe Boston Book 
Company has endeavored to save librarians, by supplying only sets which have 
passed through the hands of a conscientious and carefully trained staff of collators 

We find, however, that some librarians still prefer to buy sets by the old 
method, and to such librarians we wish to make it known, that while we consider 
our method the economical and preferable one to libraries in the end, we are entirely 
willing to sell uncollated sets to such as prefer to buy them. 

We have always a great many uncollated sets on hand (because conscientious 
collation is a tedious and time-consuming work) and we can offer them as cheaply 
as any other dealers. In such cases we will make an offer of the volumes actually 
on hand, but will not undertake that every page, title-page, index, supplement, 
appendix, plate, or map is supplied, as we do ordinarily. 

Tue Boston Book Company only asks that a fair comparison of price and 
quality be made, and is perfectly willing to sell to librarians on any method they 
may prefer. 


Remainder Stock of Poole Sets. 


We have bound up for libraries a few sets of two periodicals that are to be 
included in the next supplement to “ Poole’s Index,” viz.: 

“The Law Quarterly Review,” of London, 12 vols., cloth, $30.00 (regular 
price in law sheep, $48.00, we¢); and ‘+The Juridical Review,” of Edinburgh, 
7 vols., cloth, $24.50 (regular price in law sheep, $33.25, e? ). 

This special price for cloth sets applies only to our stock now on hand. 

These two sets are recommended to the attention of librarians of General 
Libraries. Sample numbers will be sent on application. 


THE BOSTON BOOK CO., 
154s Beacon Street, - - BOSTON, MASS. 
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FOR AMERICAN LIBRARIES ONLY. FROM H. WELTER PARIS RUE BONAPARTE, 59. 


RERUM GALLICARUM BT FRANCICARUM 
SCRIPTORES BOUQUET.) 
23 volumes folio. Paris 1868-94. Cost 1160 fr. . . for 675 francs, — 115 dollars 


BINDING EXTRA: Cloth, edges uncut: 110 francs.— Half morocco 
(demi-chagrin) marbled edges: 150 francs. — Half morocco (demi-chagrin) top 
gilt: 180 francs.— Full sheep-leather (basane racine) 180 francs. — The same 
binding with red edges: 200 francs. 


NEVER BEFORE has a work like the RECUEIL DES HISTORIENS DES GAULES ET 
DE LA FRANCE, been sold at such a STUPENDOUSLY LOW PRICE. 

NEVER AGAIN will such an important library work appear in the market on terms only 
HALF AS FAVORABLE as those on which I now, and fora short time only, will supply the 
complete set of the learned LEOPOLD DELISLE’S reissue of the RECUEIL, or DOM 
BOUQUET as it is more generally called. 

ONE WORK ONLY can be compared with it, viz.: the PERTZ (Monumenta Germanie 
historica), the market value of which is now 4500 francs. / have a bound copy for sale at 
this price. 

fhe RECUEIL had already been valued at 2000 frs. in 1860 (vide BRUNET), before an 
enterprising Paris Publisher, M. Victor PALME, had undertaken this reprint, which reproduces 
line tor line the Original Edition, ani which has been brought out under the supervision of a 
Commission of members of L’INSTITUT DE FRANCE. Suchacontrol is a full guarantee for 
the excel'ency of this monumental work, the sets as we!l as the odd volumes of which 
are now my property. 

HOW CAME THE WORK INTO MY HANDS? 

Well! a bold Publisher produced within 12 years more than 100 folios, as many 
quartos, and innumerable octavos. At leagth he found that he had gone too fast. Difficul- 
ties ensued, I profited by them, and now propose to share those profits largely with my customers. 

Some other first-class works had already become my property, out of the same publisher's 
best productions, in the same way, and partly have been completed by me, viz.: 
1° TRESOR DE CHRONOLOGIE, par le comte de Mas Latrie. (1 sold zoo Folio. 1889 


2 BEVUE DES QUESTIONS HISTORIQU ES, 1566-1806, and tables. 62 vols. 8° Be’ a few sets 
3° LES EGPOPEES FRANCAISES, par Leon Gautier. 4 vols. 1878-93 (1300 copies sold Ines Nearly 


« HISTOIRE LITTERAIRE DE LA FRANOE. 3: vols. 4° (now very rare). Sells 
672 fr.=134 dollars 


EVERY PUBLIC or CITY LISRARY, EVERY UNIVERSITY and COLLEGE LIBRARY 
should possess these five works, which I offer, if taken together, instead of 2662 fr., 

FOR 1550 frs. unbound (330 dollars). 

FOR 2000 frs. bound in substantial library binding. (For packing, consular invoice, and 


shipping free to the port of New York, I charge 12 dollars extra, which is half the real cost.) 


Other important remainders will be found in my catalogues. Here I beg to draw your atten- 
tion to the following : 


4 DU CANGE. Glossarium latinitatis. Last edition. 10 vols. 4°, thick paper. Cost goo fr., for 200 fre, 
bound for 240 fr. 


s° The same work, Dutch paper copies, cost 6oo fr., fOr ........0ecceeceeeeceseceee 300 fr., bound for 350 fr. 


© ENCYCLOPAEDIE DER NATURWISSENSCHAFPTEN. Vols.1to27. 8°. Cost 390 Marks= 


7 ANNUAIBRE DE LA SOCIETE FRANCAISE DE NUMISMATIQUE ET D’ARCHE- 
OLOGIE, full set, 1866-96. 19 vols., large 8° numerous plates. Cost 570 fr., for 240 fr., bound for 300 fr. 


CATALOGUE DES THESE SOUTENUEFS EN FRANCE de 1803 A 180. I. and IIl., Phar- 
macie.—II. Sciences. 3 vols., 3°, with plates. Cost 22 fr. so, for........0eeeee 15 fr., bound for 20 fr. 


(I[mportaat bibliographical work,comp'eting the French General Catalogues by Lorenz and _roon ) 


°° MEYVYER-LUESK&. Grammaire des langues romanes. I. Phonétique. II. Morphologie. 18 


CATALOGUE des Incunables de la Biblioth¢que Mazarine. 8°, 1893. Cost 4o fr., for..20 fr., bound for 25 fr, 
MAR RISSE (Henry). The Discovery of North America. 4°, 818 pp., and 23 maps, 1892, Cost:sofr., for 100 fr. 
The same work Dutch paper, 250 fr. (33 Off). Japanese Vellum, 400 fr. (33 off) 

This present offer is expressly intended for American Libraries. The prices are 
generally even under my Local Trade Prices, and my offer should therefore be under- 


stood as strictly for direct dealing with Libraries only, and not for orders sent through 

agents, to whom these prices will be refused. 

H. WELTER, Export Bookseller and Dealer in second-hand Books. Purchasing agent for the Uni- 
versity Libraries of Ann Arbor, Berkeley (Cal.), Madison, New Haven, Toronto, Chicago, etc, 
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EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Maencp for Wmerican Zibraries 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 


FOUNDED IN 1856. 


PPOINTED London Agency for the Libraries of the United States and 
Dominion Governments, and for Several First-class Public and Uni- 
versity Libraries of America. 
Relations long existing with all the Booksellers and Publishers of Great 
Britain facilitate the prompt execution of orders for Books, Periodicals, and 
Scientific Serials, with their continuations. 


Scarce Books Found. 


Sets Made Up. 


Binding of Every Class. 


** We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faithfulness to 
the interests of his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we 
found that the immense Congressional Library largely supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen's 
London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging to the Universities and Colleges in 
the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we have heard from 
the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which 
their orders were always filled. 

‘*We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, 
to which these presents shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency 
for replenishing their Libraries with English Books.”—PRESIDENT WELCH, /owa State Agri- 
cultural College. 

** No better endorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries 
that continue to use it. For 30 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the old 
and made new patrons. The very large business built up demands only a small commission. 
A library can safely entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates 
and feel sure that it is not making a mistake."—MeELvit Dewey, Stete Library, New York. 


EDW. G. ALLEN’S AMERICAN LIBRARY AGENCY, 


28 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, LONDON. 


Member American Library Association, SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 
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~*>—_BOOKS WANTED —=> 
Any one desiring to dispose of copies of the following insurance publications will please 
communicate with S. S. McC., P. O. Box 555, New York City: 


STATE INSURANCE REPORTS. 


Dates given refer to YEAR OF BUSINESS COov- 
ered by Report and not to date of publication. 
Dates are inclusive. Part 1 signifies the Fire 
Report; Part 2, the Life Report. 

ALABAMA: Everything prior to year ending 
Sept. 30, 1879; Year ending Sept. 30, 1882. 
ARKANSAS: 1870-1874; 1884-1887; 1890-1892 ; 

Part t of 1893 (Biennial reports. Business 

beginning Oct. 1, 1870, 1884, etc.) 

CALIFORNIA : 1876; 1879. 

CANADA : 1872 (Published 1873.) 

FLORIDA : £878. 

GeorGia : Years ending Sept. 30 of 1869-1884, 
1886-1887, 1892 and 1893. 

INDIANA: Year ending Oct. 31, 1878. 

KENTUCKY : Part 1 of 1894. 

MARYLAND: 1874; 1875 (4th and 5th Annual 
Reports. ) 

MASSACHUsETTS : Abstracts of 1842, 1848, 1851, 
and 1854; Part 2 of 1863; Part 1 of 1893. 

MICHIGAN : Part 1 of 1874 and of 1893. 

MINNESOTA: Sth Report, year ending in March 
or June, 1876; Part 1 of 1890, year ending 
Dec. 31 ; 1893 ; 1894. 

Missouri: Part 1 of 21st Report, 1889. 

MonTANA: Everything except 1888-1890. 

NEBRASKA : 1876; 1878; 1879; Part 2 of 1875, 
1877, 1881, 1882, 1883, 1885, 1891 and 1893; 
Part 1 of 1886 and 1892. 

NgvADA : Everything prior to 1888 ; r8qr. 

New HAMPSHIRE: 1854-1858; (The Reports 
published in 1855, etc.) 

New Mexico: Everything prior to Report 
from Dec. 16, 1886, to Dec. 15, 1888. 

Nortu Carouina: Everything prior to 1892; 
Year ending April 1, 1895. 

NortH Dakota: Everything prior to the 
Biennial Report for period ending Nov. 30, 
1884. 

Onto: Part 1 of 1876, 1889, 1890, 1893, and 
1894. 

OnTArIO: Everything prior to 1882 ; 1885. 

OrEGON : Everything prior to 1880 ; 1882-1884 
(Biennial reports.) 

Ruope Istanp : 1862 (Published 1863.) 

SoutH CAROLINA: Everything except Reports 
ending Oct. 31, 1890 and 1892. 

Soutnu Dakora: (See North Dakota.) 

TENNESSEE: 1873-1885 ; 1888; 1892. 

Texas : 1876; 1882. 

WASHINGTON: Everything prior to 1890 and 
after 1892. 

West VirciniA: Everything prior to 1883 
(Biennial reports.) 

WIsconsINn : roth Annual Report for 1878 (Pub- 
lished in 1879); 1879 ; 1882-1884 ; 1893. 

Wyominc : Everything prior to Report for year 
ending Sept. 30, 1893, and after Report for 
year ending Sept. 30, 1895. 


INSURANCE JOURNALS. 


All dates and volume numbers are inclusive. 
** ADjusTeR” (San Francisco): No. 8 of vol. 1, 


1891. 

** ASSURANCE MAGAZINE AND JOURNAL OF THE 
InstiTuTE or Actuarias"’ (London): Vols. 26 and 27. 

AVALANCHE (Phila.): Everything after Octo- 
ber, 1879. 

** BALTIMORE UNDERWRITER ": Vol. 9, Jan.—June, 


1873. 

**Bupcet” (Toronto): Vols. 2-8, 1882-1888. 

‘“‘COMMERCIAL AND INSURANCE JOURNAL” 
(Phila. Continuation of 7wckett’s Journaé): Every- 
thing after 1862. 

** Daity Inpicator” (New York): Everything 
except vol. 19, Sept. 19-Dec. a0, 1881. 

‘“*Enquirer” (Baltimore): Everything after 
vol. 1, Dec., 1872-July, 1873. 

‘FINANCE CHRONICLE” (London): Vols. 1-6 
(April, 1877). 

‘“‘InpEx” (London. Continuation of the Ava- 
— of London): Vols. 1-3 (April, 1888) and vol. 
8, 1892. 

‘“*InsurRANCE ApvocaTE” (Phila. First vols. 
called the Echoand /nsurance Echo): Vols. 1-3 (1892). 

“INSURANCE ApvocaTe”™ (Richmond): Vols. 
1-6 (1875); vol. 8, 1877; everything after vol. 11, 1830, 

**INsuRANCE AGze” (New York): Vol. 3, 1875. 

‘*INSURANCE AGENT” (London): Everything 
after vol. at, 1886. 

** INSURANCE AGENT " (New Orleans): Vols. 1-6 
(1894). 

‘INSURANCE AND COMMERCIAL MAGAZINE” 
(New York): Vols. 1-13 (1882); Nos. 1 and 4 of vol. 
24 and a5, 1888. 

‘““INSURANCE AND REAL EsTATE JOURNAL” 
(Called Slator’s Journa/. Continued as the }. 
insurance Journal): Vols. 1-3 (186s). 

** INSURANCE CHRONICLE” (Cincinnati): Every- 
thing after vol. 5, Feb., 1871. 

** INSURANCE Critic” (New York): Vols. 9-21, 


1881-1893. 

‘* INSURANCE REcorD” (London): Vol. 1, 1863 ; 
vol. 6, 1868. 

** INSURANCE sSPECTATOR OF LONDON”: Vols. 
1-9 (1886). 


‘* INSURANCE TIMES" (New York): No. 3 of vol. 


27, 1894. 

** INVESTIGATOR ” (Chicago): Vols. 1-3, 1875. 

‘*New ENGLAND INSURANCE GAZETTE AND 
Macazine (Boston): Vol. 11, May, 1872-April, 1873; 
everything after vol. 16, 1876 

‘*New YorK UNDERWRITER”: Sept.—Dec., 1877. 

‘*NORTHWESTERN Review” (Chicago): Vols. 
12 and 13, 1875. 

** OpsERVER "( Phila.): Vols. 1-4 and after vol. 6. 

**PaciFic UNDERWRITER” (San Francisco): 
Vols. 2-4, April, + Dec., 1890. 

‘* POLICYHOLDER” (Manchester, Eng.): Vols. 
1-6 (1888); vol. 8, 1890. 

** Post MAGAZINE” (London): Vols. 1-14 (1853); 
vols. 16-20, 1855-1859. 

‘* Protector” (New York): Everything after 
vol. 2, April, 1872. 

**Recorp” (New York): Sept.—Dec., 1877. 

‘* UNDERWRITER” (Phila.): Vols. 18, 19, and 
20, 1885-1887 ; everything after vol. 21, 1888. 

‘*UNDERWRITERS’ WEEKLY CircuLAR” (New 
York): Everything except vols. 6-11, Sept., »867- 
Sept., 1873. 

**U. S. INSURANCE GAZETTE AND MAGAZINE” 
New York): Vols. 48-50, 1879-June, 1880; vol. 53, 
uly-Dec., 188+. 

** VINDICATOR " (New Orleans): Vols. 1-3 (1885); 
vol. 7, July-Dec., 1889. 
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OFFICE OF ANDRE SABATIER, COUNSELLOR-AT.- 
LAW OF THE TRIBUNAL OF COMMERCE OF THE 
SEINE, 49 RUE LE PELETIER, PARIS. 


JUDGMENT RENDERED by the Tribuna’ of Com- 
merce of the Seine of June 4, 1896, 

Between Mr. Stechert (Gustave E.), 
seller, residing at 9 EK. 16th St., New York, 

And Mr. H. Welter, Bookseller, residing at 59 
Rue Bonaparte, Paris. 

The Tribunal of Commerce of the Seine, after having 
deliberated in accordance with the law, has rendered 
judgment as follows: 

WHEREAS by writ of June 17, 1895, Stechert alleges 
that at various times Welter had referred to him in libel- 
lous terms in his catalogues and circulars addressed by 
the latter to his customers; 

WHEREAS these actions constitute disloyal competi- 
tion, for which Stechert is justified in asking satisfac- 
tion, and he would therefore be entitled to claim: 


Book- 


1. 40,000 francs damages for prejudice suffered. 

2. Theinscertion of the judgment to be rendered in 
25 newspapers, at Welter’s cost, each insertion, how- 
ever, not to exceed 150 francs. 

3. The authorization to distribute 10 cco copies of 
the said judgment, and payment by Welter of a sum 
of tooo francs to pay the expense thereof. 

WHEREAS by writ of January 9, 1896, Stechert claims 
in addition : 

10,000 francs as supplementary damages to indem- 
nify himself for the new disloyal action of Welter, 
through which Stechert has suffered. 

The insertion of the judgment in 35 newspapers at 
the plaintiff's choice. 

The authorization to distribute 20,000 copies of the 
said judgment and payment by Welter of 2000 francs 
to cover the expenses thereof. 

As to the general findings: 

WHEREAS Welter in defence of these claims main- 
tains: 

That he himself has suffered numerous disloyal actions 
on the part of Stechert. 

That he only published the statements complained of 
in order to defend himself against the Plaintiff. 

That the latter cannot complain of Welter having acted 
against him in a way which he, Stechert, had initiated. 

That under these circumstances the Plaintiff cannot 
ask for any judgment against him, but 

WHEREAS Welter does not in any way prove the dis- 
loyal manner of acting of Stechert of which he com- 
plains; 

That, moreover, in case proof of such action could be 
given, it would not justify him for having used the same 
methods against his opponent, no one having a right to 
take the law in his own hands; 


WHEREAS it results from the trial, the arguments, 
and from the documents furnished that Welter, in his 
catalogue No. 49, 1891, a large quantity of which were 
distributed among the customers of Stechert, invites the 
said customers to apply directly to him, denouncing the 
bookseller G, E. St., of New York, having a branch in 
London, as haying used disloyal methods towards him; 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


169 


WHEREAS, although the initials only of the name of 
Stechert had been given, the people of the trade who had 
received the catalogue in question, could net mistake the 
person mentioned therein; 


WHEREAS in 1894 Welter sent to the American cus- 
tomers of Stechert a postal card marked with a stamp at 
the top and bottom of the card, requ: sting the person to 
whom it was addressed not to crder from Stechert the 
books mentioned on it, but to send their orders directly to 
him (Welter) or through a contidential agent. 


WHEREAS on the other hand on December 13, 180s, 
Welter caused to be distributed to the public and to the 
booksellers of Paris with whom he was in business rela- 
tions, a circular, in which he accused Stechert, without 
however naming him, but indicating him plainly, of hav- 
ing taken away from him several orders; 


WHEREAS these acts have had the effect and re- 
sult of drawing away to the benetit of Welter a part of 
the Plaintiff’s customers; 


That they have imjured the commercial reputation of 
the latter, that they constitute methods of disloyal com- 
petition, causing Stechert harm and d.mage for which 
Welter owes him compensation. 


WHEREAS the Tribunal finds in these facts of the suit 
sufficient elements of appreciation to fix at »oo0o francs 
the amount of the injury suffered by Stechert, and it is 
proper to accept the claims of the latter for the payment 
of damages to the amount of the above-mentioned sum; 


WHEREAS on the other hand, besides the material 
damage suffered by Stechert, the latter basa right toa 
reparation of the damage which he has endured; 


That Welter, having given publicity to his attacks on 
Stechert, the latter should be authorized to publish in fif- 
teen French and foreign newspapers, at his choice, the 
judgment to be rendered, the cost of each of which inser- 
tions not to exceed the sum of 100 francs. 

That the other parts of the two claims for the inser- 
tions are to be rejected, as also the claim requesting the 
distribution of the circular reproducing the judgment to 
be rendered atthe expense of Welter, the latter mode be- 
ing identical withthe demand for the insertions whi: h 
shall be granted. 


For these reasons, after reading the refort ef the 
referee of the Court sitting in last instance, condemns 
Welter to pay te Stechert the sumef One thousand francs 
as damages, authorizes Stechert to have the present 
Judgment inserted in fifteen French and foreign papers 
at the expense of Welter, cach insertion mot toexcetd 100 
Srancs, dismissing Stechert's Jurther claims, and con- 
demns Welter to pay the costs. 

I, the undersigned, sworn translator of the Tribunal 
Civil of the Seine, certify herewith that the present is a 
true translation of the here annexed original. 


Paris, 28th day of January, 1897. 


(Signed) L. SPRENGEL. 
Vu par nous, Maire du rer Arrondissement de 
Paris pour législation de la signature de M. 

(seat.) Sprengel, Expert Traducteur-Juré auprés du 


Tribunal Civil de la Seine. 
Paris, le 28 Janv., 1497. 
Signature (illegible). 
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APPLETON’S LIBRARY LISTS. 


oe more than fifty years Messrs. D. AppLeton & Co, have been engaged in the publica- 


tion of the choicest productions from the pens of distinguished authors of the past and 

present, of both Europe and America, and their catalogue of books now comprises 
several thousand volumes, embracing every department of knowledge. Classified lists of 
these publications have been prepared, affording facilities for a judicious selection of books 
covering the whole range of LireRaTurE, Science, and Art, for individual bookbuyers or 
for a thorough equipment of any library. 


Lists A, B, and C are of books selected especially for School and College Libraries. 
The other lists are of books grouped according to subjects, and include the above. 


List D.—History. List Q.—Poetry and Essay. 
“ E.—Biography. R.—Travel and Adventure. 
“ F.—Physical Science. “  S.—Pedagogy and Education. 
“ G.—Mental and Moral Science. “ T.—Fiction. 
“ H.—Political and Social Science. “ U.—Amusements and Recreations. 
L—Fi and E i “  V.—Evolution. 
“  K.—Hygiene and Sanitary Science. “ W.—Religion 
“  L.—Philosophy and Metaphysics. X.—Law. 
“ M.—Technology and Industrial Arts. “  YV.—Medicine. 
N.—Aathropology, Ethnology, Archaology. “ Z.—Juvenile Books. 
Palwontology. AA.—Unclassified. 
“ O.—Language, Literature, and Art. BB.—School and College Text-Books. 
“  P.—Reference Books. CC.—Spanish Publications. 


Single lists mailed free. Complete set, ten sections, 18 cents, to cover postage. Bound in one volume, 
340 pages, 8vo, 30 cents. Free to librarians, 


D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 
243 Wabash Avenue, CHICAGO. 72 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT OF: :::: 


LEIMCKE & BUECHNER, 


(LONDON. LEIPZIG. PARIS.) 
—=812 Broadway, New York. 


E invite Librarians to correspond with us before placing orders. Our facili- 
ties for supplying books in all languages are unsurpassed. ‘ 


Largest Stock of German and French Books. 
American Books at Jobbers’ Rates. . . . 
British Books Imported Duty-Free. . . . . 


’ 


Our firm offers a// the advantages of foreign agencies as to terms and 
prompter service, receiving weekly shipments from England, Germany, and France. 

Our Monthly Bulletin, besides a bibliography of the leading languages of 
the world, supplies in a supplement critical notes on books especially valuable for 
Libraries, and has become the purchasing guide for German and French books 
in many Libraries 

FOREIGN PERIODICALS AT LOWEST RATES 
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INKS AND ADHESIVES. 


1. 2. 3. 4. 
’ in Blacks and Colors, are the Standard Liquid Draw- 
I. HIGGINS DRAWING INKS, ing Inks of the World. They are used and endorsed 
by the leading schools, colleges, and institutes of the United States and Great Britain. Three-fourths of the profes- 


sional draughtsmen of the United States use no other Drawing inks. In % oz.,\4 Pt., Pt., and Qt. Bottles, 
34 oz. Bottles prepaid by mail, thirty-five cents. 


2. HIGGINS’ PHOTO MOUNTER,. tor moustlog ‘photes 


graphs, textile samples, scrap-book, tissue work, and general use as a substitute for mucilage. Always ready and 


requires no preparation, In 3 oz., 6 oz., 14 o2,.,and \% Gallonand Galion Jars, 3 02,Jar prepaid by 


mail, thirty cents, 


3. HIGGINS’ TAURINE MUCILAGE. 
catch. Non-corrosive, and will not become dirty and stained in use. Ado ted by the School Board af Indianapolis 


to the exclusion of all other mucilages. Im 2 o#,, 4 02.,1% Pt., Pt. and Qt, Bottles, and 1, 2, and 5 Gallon 
Cans. 202, Bottle prepaid by mail, twenty-five cents, 


4- HIGGINS’ DRAWING-BOARD AND LIBRARY MUCI- 


LAGE A Semi-fluid Adhesive of quisasetionry strength. For sticking paper to paper, paper to cloth, or 
© leather to paper or cloth it isunequalled. Excellent for mounting drawings, maps, or pictures on cloth, 
paper, or wood, and for repairing and labelling books. The scoo volumes of the model library at the World's Fair 
were repaired and labelled with it, and it was voluntarily exhibited and recommended by the Committee in charge as 
the only satisfactory adhesive for the purpose. Its utility in schools is hence apparent. In 3 oz., 6 o#., 14 oz. 
and Gallon and Gallon Jars, 3 0z. Jar prepaid by mail, thirty cents. 


SOLD BY DEALERS IN ARTISTS’ MATERIALS, PHOTO SUPPLIES, AND STATIONERY. 

These goods are peculiarly adapted for school use, being of the ay highest standard, and hence popular educators 
in themselves. The adhesives are extremely strong, yet spread easily and smoothly in a very thin film, so that they 
ge further than starch or flour i or gum mucilages, and as they never deteriorate or spoil there is no waste, and 
they are hence more economical in the end than cheaf goods. 

Color Cards showing actual Drawing Inks, also descriptive circulars and full information will be sent 
postpaid on application. 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Originators and Manufacturers, 


INKS AND ADHESIVES. 168-172 Eighth Street, 
Brooklyn, N. ¥., U. S. A. 


London Office: 106 Charing Cross Road. 


EM. TEROUEM, 
Paris Agency for American Libraries, 


ESTABLISHED 1877, 
31 Bis BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN 31 Bis 
PARIS. 


French and Continental Books purchased at the lowest | Auction sales orders attended to, also orders for private 
terms. libraries offered en bloc before auction. 

Orders carefully executed for out-of-print and new books. | Mr. Em. Terquem, being the appointed agent in Paris of 

Binding for books in constant use a specialty of the firm. many libraries, colleges, and universities, can furnish 

Estimates given on application on all orders. references in almost every city in the United States. 


The “ Catalogue de la Librairie Frangaise"’ mailed free | Correspondence and trial orders solicited. Smal! or large 
monthly as well as catalogues of second-hand book- shipments every week either direct or through his 
dealers of every locality. agent in New York, 
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WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF THE CORRECT ARRANGING AND LETTERING 
OF WORKS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES. 


1879 


e 
THE BINDING OF BOOKS THE FINEST EXTRA BIND- 
FOR LEARNED SOCIETIES, ING OF WORKS OF ART 


COLLEGES, AND LIBRARIES, IN FULL AND HALF LE- 
SINGLE VOLUMES OR IN VANT, MOROCCO, CALF, 


QUANTITIES. | ETC., ETC. 
e 


NEUrIANN BROS. 7 East 16th Street, New York. 
LIBRARY DEPARTTIENT 
A.C. McClurg & Co., 


CHICAGO. 
C= for libraries—public, university, college, or school—filled with prompt- 
ness and the greatest care. 

Our stock of miscellaneous books is very large and complete, and our special 
Library Department with a corps of trained assistants enables us to give the best 
attention to the peculiar demands of libraries. 

We are continually receiving large consignments of foreign books—those for 
public libraries coming free of duty—and we make a specialty of picking up both 
domestic and foreign books which are out of print or which for other reasons are 
difficult to secure. 

Our prices are very low and we shall be glad to correspond with librarians 
regarding their wants. 


G. P. SONS 


LONDON: NEW YORK: 
24 Bedford Street, Strand. . 27 and 29 West 23d Street. 


AND LIBRARY AGENTS. 


a e—r PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business intelligently and to the best advan- 
tage of their customers. 
Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for American books) enables them 
to supply, promptly, English books, without the commission usually paid by American dealers. 
Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practiczble to buy all books at the lowest prices, to 
carry a large stock of standard books in every department of literature, and to keep in touch with the current pubiica- 
tions of the day. Their business experience covers more than half a century. 


“Notes on New Books,” a quarterly of their own publications, will be sent regularly, on application, 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


Handbook Library of 
of the new Congress. 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED. 


Compiled by HErnertT SMALL, with essays on the Architecture, Sculpture, and Painting, by 
CHARLES CAFFIN, and on the Function of a National Library, by A. R. Sporrorp. 


Paper covers, postpaid, 30 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


CURTIS & CAMERON, Publishers, 


153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Librarians and others will do well to communicate with us before placing their 
orders. 

The latest publications of all the leading American and English publishers are 
kept in stock, thereby enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 

Special attention is asked to our facilities for importing books free of duty. 

Correspondence solicited. Send for catalogues and specimen copy of 
Tue Book Buyer, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 


LIBRARIES. 


E solicit correspondence with bookbuyers for private and other LiBRARiEgs 

and desire to submit figures on proposed lists. Our topically arranged 

Lisrary List (mailed gratis on application) will be found useful by those selecting 
titles. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., “'icn* 


5 and 7 East 16th Street, New York. 


H. SOTHERAN & CO., 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816. 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books. Specimen Number post free. 


140 Strand, W.C., and 837 Piccadilly, W.: London. 


| 
PIERCE BUILDING, Opposite Public Library, BOSTON. wee 
9 
5 
. 
4 
7 
Riis , 
\ 


174 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


| March, '97 


J. A. SCHWEINFURTH, 
ARCHITECT, 


1111 EXCHANGE BUILDING, 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES A SPECIALTY. 


BOSTON. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO, 


LIMITED, 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 


Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in all Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given te every detail. Exceptional Facilities fer 
obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books, Binvinc OF Every Descriprion UNDERTAKEN. eriedicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 


Rates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANOES, HANDBOOKS, ETC. 


FOR SALE: 


The Finest Library in Existence 


OF WORKS ON 


Electricity. 


Price, $7500. For further particulars apply 
to G. Hepe.er, Leipzig, Germany. 


 “|DEAL” 


NEWSPAPER 
VAV 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


EVAN W. CORNELL, 


AS T0 LISTS OF WANTS. 


extended lists of wants in the periodical line, 
and at the same time am requested to say how 
many I can supply and cost of same. This in 
practice entails a loss of time and money. I 
have such a list on my desk now. To answer, 
will engross the time of a well-paid clerk two 
days. If I do not receivean order, I shall be at 
a loss of $5.00. If I do receive an order, the bill 
must be charged with an expense of $10.00, as 
the goods in effect will have to be laid out twice. 
Librarians who send lists with no such restric- 
tions may consider all goods sent ‘‘ upon ap- 
proval” ; transportation charges at my expense, 

if returned. A. S. CLARK, 
174 Fulton St., New York City. 


BOOKS WANTED. 


Wilberforce Eames (Lenox Lib.), 890 5th Ave., N. Y. 
Library Journal, Jan. and Feb., 1895; title and index, 
v. 20, Feb., ‘96. 

Library Assoc. of Portiand, Portiand, Ore. 
Lord, Beacon-Lights of History, set, and v. 2, 7, and 8. 
O'Meara, Napoleon at St. Helena. 

Trollope, Last Chronicle of Barset. 
Greely, Report of the Lady Franklin Bay Expedition. 
Harper’s Book of Facts. 


HELP WANTED. 


WANTED.—Lady librarian for library of zooo vol- 
umes. Address D. F. B., soy Main St., Buffalo, 


ADRIAN, - MICH., U. As N.Y. 
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NOW READY! 


The American Catalogue, 1890-1895 


The present issue of THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE covers the 
period July 1, 1890, to June 30, 1895. It is in two divisions, of 
which the first contains the author-and-title alphabet, and the second 
the subject alphabet, list of U. S. Government Publications, list of 
State Publications, list of Publications of Societies, and list of Books 


in Series. 


One volume, half leather, $15.00; in sheets, $12.50. 
The edition is 1250 copies only, and there will be no retssue. 


** Without question the most perfect trade bibliography with which we are acquainted.’ 
London Bookseller. 


The Annual Literary Index, 1806 


Including Periodicals, American and English, Essays, Book-Chapters, etc., Special 

Bibliographies and Necrology of Authors. Edited by W. [. FLercuer and 

R. R. Bowker, with the co-operation of members of the American Library 

Association and of the Liprary JOURNAL staff. 

THE ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX for 1896 not only covers the full range of 
periodicals included in Poole’s Index, as no other publication does, but includes 
the “essay index,” continuing the “ A. L. A. Index to General Literature,” a’ index 
to events of 1896, which is practically an index to the daily papers, a list of bibli- 
ographies of the year, and a necrology of authors, etc. The volume is the fifth 
annual supplement to Poole’s Index and to the “ A. L. A. Index to General Lit- 
erature.” It is the complement of THE ANNUAL AMERICAN CATALOGUE of books 
published in 1896, and with it makes a complete record of the literary product of 
the year. It is thus the most comprehensive tool in the way of a guide to recent 
literature furnished for library and trade purposes. The edition is limited. 

One volume, cloth, uniform with Poole’s Index and the A. L. A, Index, 
$3.50, net. 


Address the OFFICE OF THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
P. O. Box 943. 69 Duane Street, New York. 
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ESTABLISHED 1872 


LONDON: PARIS: LEIPaia: 
30 St., STRAND. 76 Rue De Rennes. HospiTAr Sia. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing A gent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


{TWO DOORS ABOVE GRACE CHURCH) 


egs to call attention to his facilities for obtaining FOREIGN Books and 
PERIODICALS at more economical rates THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE IN AMERICA 
OR EUROPE can offer, because: 
He employs no Commission Agents, but has his own offices and 
clerks at London, Paris and Leipzig. He has open accounts 
with all the deading publishing houses in the world. 


His experience enables him to give information at once about 
rare and scarce books. 


He receives weekly shipments from England, France and Germany, and 
can thereby fill orders in quicker time. 


MORE THAN 200 LIBRARIES FAVOR HIM WITH THEIR ORDERS. 


— 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 


“Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer. I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 

Gro. H. Baxer, Librarian ef Columbia College, New York. 


“*Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get out 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense. ‘The result of the comparison of three met , wiz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in London, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen diff-rent packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr. Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders,”’ 

Metvit Dewev, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N.Y. 


** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
ron always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 

hee in Aid. 


pean countries.” 
Prof. Arruur H. Parmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


“ Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. 1 deal with you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so. If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 


time and deali h you. 
money as ng through you Eenast C. Ricuanpson, Librarian ef College of New Jersey, Princeton, N. / 


“ Our library ittee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us dollars, but have 
thows an intelligent appreciation of cur wants for which we thaak you.”' 
A. 8. Corus, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N,V. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 
LONDON, PARIS. LEIPZIG. NEW YORK. 
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